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L exicon’s name is synonymous 
with high-quality effects 
processing and last year its 
Native Reverb bundle allowed 

DAW-owners access to its classic 
spatial treatment programs. However, 
the classic Lexicon hardware units 
contain more than just reverb 
algorithms so a separate suite is now 
here to provide seven prized Lexicon 
effects. Entitled the ‘Native Effects 
Bundle’ it runs in 32-bit and is 
copy-protected via an iLok 2 license. 

Chorus and dual delay
With any of the plug-ins, the best place 
to start is to choose a ‘Category’ and 
then browse the related presets. All of 
the plug-ins echo the design of the 
Reverb bundle with a ‘front page’ 
which includes faders in the bottom 

section and the option to switch on 
tailored real-time displays at the top to 
see graphical read-outs of the effects 
in action. The default ‘soft’ sliders at 
the bottom allow you to adjust any 
preset, while the Edit button at the top 
of each interface allows you to delve 
much deeper, with tabs along the 
bottom of the plug-in to select each 
page’s parameters. 

This is where the effects come 
alive, as they can be customised in 
myriad ways. Working through the 
effects alphabetically, Chorus brings 
classic ‘doubling’ processing to your 
mixes, via plug-in categories of 
Flangers, Chorus, Vibrato FX and Odd 
Rooms. At the heart of Chorus lie four 
independent LFOs that each offer nine 
waveshapes, including the input audio 
itself. The signal is then split into a 

whopping four voices on each of the 
left and right channels and you can 
decide which LFO will affect each 
voice. These voices are effectively 
delay channels, so there are time 
controls that offer constantly sweeping 
read-outs of the delay time as it shifts 
in sync with its LFO. 

Each voice also features its own 
fi lter, with four low-pass options 
alongside band-pass and notch fi lters 
– such tone-shaping options are 
common to almost all effects in the 
suite. The Dual Delay plug-in is based 
on similar architecture but lacks the 
modulation and LFO features of 
Chorus. ‘Dual’ actually refers to the 
fact that there are two separate delays 
per channel, with the option to set free 
or sync’d delay times for both on the 
left and right. The fi ltering options are 
present again and this is an effective 
plug-in for instruments and vocal parts 
alike – with tone-shaping of each delay 
tap a wonderful way to thicken lead 
vocal parts in particular. 

The options available to alter Delay 
Diffusion also add great levels of sonic 
character to the results, whilst the Tape 
Delay presets add a more vintage 
character to proceedings. 

Queering the pitch
The MultiVoice Pitch plug-in offers 
multi-channel pitch-shifting from the 
input source with three voices on each 
side of the stereo mix. Each of these 
voices can be allocated a transposition 
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amount ranging from minus to plus 12 
semitones, with free-time or sync’d 
pre-delay before each pitch tap occurs. 

Each one can also echo in its own 
right, so it’s possible to create 
‘staircase’ effects where input signals 
tumble up or down pitch ladders, or to 
create chords around an input signal to 
turn monophonic lines into thicker 
results. The presets create a great 
launch-pad for your experiments and 
I’d expect this plug to be of immense 
value to sound designers as some truly 
unique results can be achieved. If 
more straight-forward pitch-shifting is 
your bag, turn to PitchShift. This also 
offers +/- an octave of transposition 
plus pitch-shifting in cents, so you can 
achieve anything from gentle detune to 
radical change. The algorithm is 
incredibly warm and rich and even at 
extreme settings produces musical 
results. These results can be enhanced 
via the ‘Crossfade’ and ‘Low Shift FC’ 
sliders too. In order to work effectively, 
PitchShift breaks the input signal into 
tiny ‘splices’ and Crossfade controls 
the smoothness of these. Equally, it’s 
helpful to target the lowest frequency 
at which PitchShift will ‘look’ for the 

best splices. Shifting the slider to 
target the frequencies most active in 
your signal improves the results. 

Random and resonance
Random Delay unites the LFO 
capabilities of Chorus with the Dual 

Delay’s multi-tap echoes. However, 
rather than wobbling pitch around the 
delays, four independent LFOs can be 
set up here to modify the times of the 
four delays (two left, two right). 

You can assign the same LFO to 
every delay tap or each can be given its 

own. Each LFO is a random output 
signal based on nine wave-shapes and 
can be set between rates of 0.01Hz 
and 10Hz. The parameters here mean 
you can either create weird warped 
delays, set up regenerating loops or 
accurately model vintage tape delays. 

The Resonance Chords plug-in allows 
each of eight voices to create a 
‘resonant frequency’ which is offered 
as a delay to an input source. The 
pitches of these delays can be freely 
assigned to each voice from C0 to B7 
and each features its own delay time, 

resonance amount 
and level. So, you 
can use a single 
note to trigger 
eight pitch-
shifted, resonant 
chords across the 
stereo fi eld. 

Capable of 
producing scale runs, weird strum-like 
tremolos and much more besides, it’s a 
truly bewitching effect. The suite is 
wonderful, balancing immediacy with 
truly tweakable results for those who 
want to dive deep into the parameters 
offered. The sonic results are 
impeccable and will enhance the mix 
standard of productions in any musical 
style you care to imagine. Another 
huge Lexicon hit. 

SPECS
System requirements
PC: 1.6GHz Intel or AMD 
processor, 1GB RAM, 200MB 
of available disk space, 
screen resolution of 
1280x800 or greater, 
CD-ROM or DVD drive, 
Windows XP, Vista, and 7. 
Any platform supporting 
VST 2.4 or later, any Pro 
Tools from 7.3 or later
Mac: Power PC G5 1.8GHz 
or any Intel, 1GB RAM, 
500MB of available disk 
space, screen resolution of 
1280x800 or greater, Apple 
combo drive or SuperDrive, 
Mac OS X 10.5, AU, VST or 
RTAS compatible host
Requires 2nd Generation 
iLok USB smart key

VERDICT
STABILITY 
❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚

VALUE 
❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚

EASE OF USE
❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚

VERSATILITY
❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚

RESULTS
❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚

A super-classy set of effect 
algorithms that further enhance 
Lexicon’s reputation.

The fi nal effect is 
StringBox, which is the 
most CPU-hungry, but 
also perhaps the most 
unique. If you’ve ever 
recorded a sound near a 
grand piano, you’ll know 
that its strings vibrate in 
sympathy with the 
frequencies it ‘hears’. 

StringBox produces 
precisely this effect, with 
88 ‘courses’ of resonant, 
ringing strings, reacting to 
the frequencies of the 
input signals. The effect 
is dynamic, with louder 
signals triggering richer, 
ever-more resonant results 
and it’s hard to describe 

the surreal and warm 
reverberant results of that 
this effect is capable.

Think of using the 
inside of a piano as a 
convolution reverb 
impulse response and 
you’re off to a good start. 

In fact, the presets offer 
reverb-like programs as 
well as specifi c piano and 
drum treatments. It’s very 
easy to lose hours playing 
and listening listening in 
awe to StringBox’s 
ethereal capabilities. 

StringBox

ALTERNATIVES

Lexicon Native 
Reverb bundle
£917
If you favour the Lexicon 
sound but need reverbs, 
this suite is among the best 
money can buy. If you own it 
already, the Native Effects 
bundle is available at a 
discount.
lexiconpro.com

Waves Transform 
Native Bundle
$560
Offering a suite of sound 
manglers, including 
pitch-shifting, vocoding 
and chorus among others, 
Waves’ suite of fi ve plug-ins 
is also a winner.
waves.com

The sonic results are impeccable 
and will enhance the mix standard 
of productions in any musical style

From top-left to bottom right: Lexicon’s Chorus, Dual Delay, MultiVoice Pitch and Random Delay
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