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I
ncreasingly, delay pedals 
seek to bend to guitarists’ 
every whim – with multiple 
modes, modulation and 
pitch-shifting now par for 

the course. But with its latest 
pedal, Ernie Ball has taken us on  
a diff erent tack by off ering just  
a single delay and reverb mode  
with full-sized expression control 
modelled on EB’s famous volume 
pedal design.

The Ambient Delay features 
three knobs: time and feedback,  
to tweak the digital delay (with the 
option of an external tap tempo 
footswitch); plus reverb, which 

adjusts the level of an all-purpose 
plate reverb. The overall level of 
the combined eff ects is handled by 
the big ol’ treadle, and off ers up  
a host of new sonic opportunities.

By keeping knob twiddling to  
a minimum, Ernie Ball invites a 
fresh approach to delay. At its 
most basic, you can easily get  
a ducking delay (where repeats  
cut out while you’re playing and 
resume when you stop), but you 
can also use it to fade in an 
eff ected part to build to huge 
crescendos, or dramatically cut 
trails. Since the pedal’s always  
on, courtesy of a transparent 

buff er circuit, you can dial in the 
ambience on the fl y, too.

We love what EB has done  
here. There’s a huge amount of 
potential, and the overall voicing  
is spot-on. It’s a shame the delay 
can’t be dialled out completely to 
make full use of the reverb, and 
the pedal is expensive, given you 
can get a multi-function 
stompbox and expression pedal 
for less. Provided you’ve got the 
loot, however, this is a superb one-
stop ambience shop. 
Michael Astley-Brown

ERNIE BALL 
AMBIENT DELAY
Express yourself with this treadle-enabled echo
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  FEATURES   

  SOUND QUALITY    

  USABILITY   

TYPE: Delay/reverb 
pedal w/ expression
CONTROLS: Reverb, 
feedback, time, max 
effect signal trimpot, 
level (via expression)
SOCKETS: Input, output, 
tap tempo, power
BYPASS: Buffered
POWER: 9V power  
supply only
CONTACT: 
Strings & Things Ltd 
01273 440 442 
www.ernieball.com

AT A GLANCE

£249

THERE’S HUGE POTENTIAL, AND THE 
OVERALL VOICING IS SPOT-ON
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