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Gretsch Electromatic 
G2220 Junior Jet Bass II 
£286
Gretsch takes care of the bottom end, in both senses of the 
term, with this rebooted affordable bass... by Ed Mitchell

Long regarded as a source of 
decent tones for a stingy 
outlay of lolly, the Gretsch 

Electromatic Junior Jet Bass 
has finally earned itself a 
facelift. The latest Junior Jets 
now feature cosmetic upgrades 
such as chrome Gretsch ‘G’ 
knobs, instead of Gibson-style 
speed controls, and a more 
classic looking headstock.

The bass is available as the 
twin-mini humbucker-
equipped G2220 we see here 
and also as the G2214 version 
(£238.80), which comes minus 
the bridge humbucker and the 
three-way pickup switch. Both 
basses are short scale, which 
means they’ll appeal to either 

physically small players, or 
indeed anyone looking for that 
short-scale, punchy mid, less 
piano-like electric bass tone. 
They also share a chubby 
bolt-on maple neck with a deep 
‘D’ profile, topped with a 
rosewood fingerboard. You get 
20 well-seated and dressed 
medium jumbo frets, while the 
previous models only had 19. 
That’s the fingerboard 
equivalent of ‘one louder’.

We’re pleased to see that the 
Junior Jet has retained its slab-
like basswood body. It feels 
great hanging from your 
shoulders and who needs body 
contours when you’ve got a big 
belly for the bass to rest against 

anyway? We have to admit to 
being surprised that Gretsch 
has chosen to stick with a 
bolt-on neck construction for 

these reboots. A bolt-on neck 
just isn’t, well, very ‘Gretsch’ if 
you think about it. We realise 
they aren’t courting 
connoisseurs with the Junior 
Jets, but you can own a set neck 
bass at this price point: the 
Epiphone Les Paul Special Bass 
(£249) is one such arch rival 
waiting in the wings. 

Sounds
According to the marketing 
spiel that trumpeted the Junior 
Jet Bass II’s arrival, we have 
every right to expect it to pump 
out that ‘great Gretsch sound.’ 
Right. This is awkward. If we’re 
honest, we didn’t realise there 

The mini humbuckers give some quality vintage tones
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 Gretsch G2220 
Junior Jet Bass II 

Price: £286.80
oriGin: China
BoDY: Basswood
necK: Maple, bolt-on
scale lenGth: 770mm  
(30.3 inches) 
nut/WiDth: Synthetic bone/43mm
FinGerBoarD: Rosewood with dot 
inlays, 305mm (12-inch) radius
Frets: 20, medium jumbo
harDWare: Chrome bridge and 
enclosed die-cast tuners
strinG sPacinG, BriDGe: 53mm
electrics: Two Gretsch mini-
humbuckers, three-way toggle  
pickup selector switch master  
volume and tone
WeiGht (kg/lb): 3.9/8.7
oPtions: No
ranGe oPtions: Single-pickup 
Electromatic G2214 Junior Jet Bass 
(£238.80) available in black and 
tobacco sunburst
Finishes: Black (as reviewed), 
tobacco sunburst
Fender GBi
01342 331700
www.fender.com

was such a thing as a definitive 
Gretsch bass sound. We know 
that nothing sounds quite like 
a Gretsch guitar, but this bass 
thing is news to us. We best get 
plugged in and find out what 
we’ve been missing.

Selecting the bridge pickup, 
we’re up to speed immediately. 
This is the Jet’s rock voice. It 
growls, a bit like a Gibson 
Thunderbird in fact, which 
makes it perfect for classic and 
modern rock scenarios: AC/DC, 
Foo Fighters, seventies punk 
bands. You get the idea.

Adding the ‘neck’ pickup 
transports us Mr Ben-style 
back to the sixties. Fiddling 
about with the tone control, you 
can get a convincing Small 
Faces-era Ronnie Lane sound; 
Beatle Paul is in there too if you 
take the time to find him. If 
you’re into the old-school mod 
vibe, we’d fit a set of flatwound 

strings in place of the 0.045 to 
0.105 gauge roundwound set 
that comes as standard. They’d 
also work for blues and jazz 
tones should you need them.

The Junior Jet Bass II doesn’t 
exactly have a voice all its own, 
but what it does provide are 
some great vintage-flavoured 
sounds that work as well in 
sixties and seventies pop and 
rock, as they do in any number 
of modern-retro situations.

 Verdict 
Sniff around for a decent bass 
with 250 sheets burning a hole 
in your slacks and you’ll soon 
find the world is very much 
your bivalve mollusc. Already 
showing up with a street price 
of £249, the Junior Jet Bass II 
should be on the shortlist of 
beginners, guitarists looking 
for a decent recording bass and, 
dare we say it, the borderline 

skint. The Junior Jet, in both 
its formats, does face a lot of 
competition at this price point 
and we can’t help feeling that 
Gretsch should have spec’d a 
set neck to increase its chances 
of being a contender. As it 
stands though, we still think 
it’s a bit of a knockout. 

 The Bottom Line 
We like: Chubby neck 
profile; old school tones; 
cosmetic upgrades
We dislike: A set neck would 
have been welcome  
Guitarist says: It might be 
out-spec’d by some other 
basses in its price range, but 
the Junior Jet Bass II’s beefy 
neck profile and classic 
tones still score it a place 
in our good books

 The Rivals 

The set-neck Epiphone Les 
Paul Bass Special (£249) is 
the bass most likely to give 
the Junior Jet sleepless 
nights. The fact is its long 
scale might put some of you 
off, but Epiphone can still 
make your day with the Viola 
Bass (£295). This short-scale 
‘homage’ to the Hofner 
500/1 Violin bass shares the 
Les Paul Special’s £219 street 
price. For more vintage cool 
don’t miss the short-scale 
Danelectro ’56 Single 
Cutaway Bass (£349). It 
might be made of the kind of 
stuff you’d knock a kitchen 
up with, but the Dano is a 
bona fide classic. Some 
righteous online browsing 
should bag you one for 
around £259 currently. 

Test results

Build quality 
Playability 
sound 
Value for money 

Guitarist ratinG 

The Junior Jet Bass’s overhaul sees it receive a more classic Gretsch headstock

The Gretsch growls a bit like a 
Thunderbird, which makes it perfect 
for classic and modern rock
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