BLACKSTAR HT STAGE 60

Total :

Styling
Blackstar has gone TRI CK
with a slightly END YOUR LICKS
vintage aesthetic, IN STYLE!
without leaning When you’re improvising a
towa_rds any Killer lick, think about how
specific genre it ends. Decide which note
to finish on and set that
as a target for the ending
the phrase
Affordability  gumermErEEn IR BRI R B S S e R

£699 is £699, but with
so many features this
workhorse gigging amp
will pay for itself

BLACKSTARHT STAGE 60 £c5o-

lackstar's HT-5 combo
and HT-5H amps were
on wishlists everywhere
when they launched in
2008, since which the company
has delivered pro rock tone with
its Series One range. But if the
Series One pricing still feels like
too much of a stretch, the new
HT Venue selection aims to put
all-valve versatility within reach
of even more players. There are
six amps on offer, ranging from
20 to 100 watts in power. We've
got the largest combo in the
range, the Stage 60, here.

A glance at the spec sheet
confirms the amount you get
for your money: three channels
(each with selectable voicings),
dual 12-inch Celestion speakers,
Blackstar's ISF (Infinite Shape
Feature) control, digital reverb,
a speaker emulated output, plus
two ECC83s, one EC82 and two
EL34 valves in the driving seat.

The clean channel has a two-
band EQ, but just as important

‘out’ position, you get Blackstar's
British Class A voicing; push

the switch in for Dynamic US
mode. The British voicing gives
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I you a wider, more open sound
that crunches up towards the

i top end. If you like your clean

i sound with a gritty edge you'll

| find it here. The US voicing, on
the other hand, stays cleaner at
higher levels with a boost in the
i low end and (to our ears) a cut
in the mid range that lends itself
! to crystal clean metal tones.

i Push some singlecoils through
 and you've also got a spiky funk
| sound with extra attack.

Both overdrive channels have

voice switching too, plus a mid

i range EQ and the ISF control.

| By experimenting with different

i gain, EQ, ISF and Voice settings

i (Classic and Modern), ODI

i takes you from old-school punk
strumming to a Sabbath-esque

i grind. OD3 gives extra gain in
standard mode, and can function
i as an alternative rhythm channel
i for higher gain settings or can be
i set up for lead sounds.

The overdrive EQ section

| is shared between the two
here is the Voice switching. In the | i
| Voice switch delivers a kick to the !
i mid range for extra cut — ideal :
i for boosting solos if you're using
i it for a metal rhythm sound.

"60 WATTS OF VALVE POWER
AND THE 2X12-INCH SPEAKER
CONFIGURATION IS PERFECT FOR
MEDIUM TO LARGE VENUES"

channels, but pressing in OD2’s

ededred

i Conclusion: The full list price

| of £699 offers massive bang for
i your buck at a time when bean
counting threatens to limit our
gear spending. The 60 watts of

i valve power combined with the
speaker configuration is perfect

i for a mixture of medium to large
i venues. Heavier players might
want to opt for the extra trouser-
i flapping abilities of the Stage

i 100 head and cab, but with this
many tonal adjustments at your
i disposal, it’s difficult to think of

i amusical situation where the
Stage 60 wouldn't cut it.

Wide range of quality tones
At 30kg, it’s not light

k.|

BlackstarHT Stage60

TYPE: Valve amp
OUTPUT: 60 watts
SPEAKER: 2x12” Celestion
VALVES: 2x ECC83, 1x
ECC82, 2x EL34
CONTROLS: Volume, bass,
treble, voice, OD1/0D2
gain/volume/voice, EQ, ISF,
reverb, res, presence, master
SOCKETS: In, speaker out,
emulated out, footswitch
DIMENSIONS: [HxWxD]
550 x 710 x 275mm
CONTACT: Blackstar
Amplification 01604
652844

WEB: www.blackstaramps.
co.uk
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ISF control
Aturn of a dial
takes you from
authentic US tones
to classic British

§ SUMMARY

NTH

he HT Stage 60
offers a world of
tones on abudget
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