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GEAR REVIEW

advantage of the module’s extra inputs for 
the two additional pads.

To the rear, not only do we fi nd a USB 
socket but Alesis has maintained the 
presence of the two fi ve-pin Din sockets for 
MIDI IN and a MIDI OUT. This will be 
welcomed by those who own older MIDI 
instruments, drum machines and sound 
modules and want to connect to them 
without the need for special adaptors.   

At fi rst glance, the top panel of the DM7X 
module may appear to be overly complex. 
However, most of the upper controls have 
single function, without having to trawl 
through masses of menus. The 12 
push-buttons of the lower portion are a 
graphical representation of the kit. These 
allow the user quick access when assigning 
voices/sounds to a particular pad or the 
editable parameters of each pad. Also, each 
of these ‘kit’ buttons illuminates whenever 

they are pressed, the corresponding pad is 
struck or, when one of the onboard songs 
accesses a particular pad during playback. If 
the module is in editing mode, the pad 
selected for editing stays illuminated even 
when an onboard song is playing.  

A function unique to the range of Alesis 
electronic drums is the ‘Pad Song Switch’ 
function which allows any one of the 
designated pads or kit buttons on the top 
panel to start a song. Great for a ‘hands-free’ 
performance, but as this also stops the song 
or sequence, it has to be used with care.

Hands On
Alesis suggests set up is possible within 
minutes but, in reality, this extends to a good 
half an hour before we are ready to drum. 
As I check through the pre-set songs, fi rst 
impressions are good. While some do suffer 
from grimacing brassy pitch bends and 
warbles, each track is crisp and clear with 

E
arly 2011 Alesis unveiled their 
competitively priced DM7 USB kit. 
As well as the USB interface, one 
of the other notable features of 

this, and indeed almost every other product 
from Alesis, was its affordability. The new 
DM7X offers more pads and features while 
retaining the familiar cost-effective price tag.

Build
As its ‘X’ suffi x suggests, the DM7X is an 
expanded and enhanced version of Alesis’ 
mid-range DM7 set. This new kit sports extra 
pre-loaded songs, dual-zoned drum pads, 
chokeable cymbal pads and has a selection 
of practice and training routines too. Alesis 
produce two kit options to partner their new 
module – the DM7X Kit (as in the review set), 
and its baby brother, the DM7X Session Kit. 

Centred round the newly designed DM7X 
module, the kit we have is comprehensive; it 

comes with fi ve 8" dual-zoned drum pads, 
four 10" single-zoned cymbal pads and a 
“variable” hi-hat controller pedal. It also 
boasts a full drum rack with boom cymbal 
arms, an Alesis Stealth kick pad and a solid 
looking Pro X kick pedal.

Each drum pad is constructed from an 
ABS base topped by a rubber covering. 
Sandwiched in between is a layer of spongy, 
stick absorbent material protecting the 
Piezo-type sensors while providing a 
respectable stick response. The compact 
Stealth kick pad clamps directly onto its 
pedal via a side-access clamp bolt. Being 
compact it also means it will only allow a 
single beater – double pedallers would have 
to purchase an additional pad.  

With the exception of ‘tom4’ and ‘crash2’, 
each of the pads attaches to the Alesis DM7X 
‘Advanced Drum Sound Module’ via a single 
D-type connector which should speed set up. 
Two separate leads are provided to take full 

VERDICT: Once again, Alesis has 
managed to squeeze in a lot of features 
for less than £500. The kit has an 
impressive drum sound, great 
triggering response and mass of pads, 
all representing great value for 
anybody’s wallet.

BUILD QUALITY  
PLAYABILITY 
VALUE FOR MONEY  

 RATING 

plenty to please most musical styles.
The cymbal voices fade a little rapidly 

for my liking, but there are some impressive 
drum sounds – especially with 
some credible snares. The 
variable hi-hat controller 
and some of the usual 
hi-hat features including 
splashes and chokes on 
each of the cymbal pads 
(including the hi-hat) are 
effective. After some blasts 
around the kit, any shortcomings of 
the cymbal sample lengths are soon 
forgotten.

This is helped by the triggering and 
stick response from the 
dual-zoned pads, which give 
the drums an acoustic-like 
realism. Changing the 
sound of any pad takes 
just three button presses; 
strike the pad (or the 
corresponding pad 
button atop the DM7X 
module), press ‘voice’ and the 
increment/decrement button to fi nd the 
new sound and save the changes – easy. 

The graphic display is bright and clear 
showing just the right amount of information 
to avoid being bombarded with gimmicky, 
confusing graphics. Top of the LCD shows 
the tempo, with BPM changes from a 
preloaded song displayed instantly. If, during 
song-play a new one is selected, it continues 
to the end of the bar and the new one 
begins without any pause – great for 
performance. 

£499.99 The brand new Alesis DM7X and accompanying 
six-drum electronic kit looks to be amazing value

ALESIS 
DM7X KIT

WORDS: DAVE HOLMES

Also try…

THE CYMBAL VOICES FADE A LITTLE 
RAPIDLY FOR MY LIKING, BUT THERE 
ARE SOME IMPRESSIVE DRUM 
SOUNDS AND CREDIBLE SNARES

CYMBALS
Splashes and chokes on the 

cymbal pads (including 
hi-hat) are effective

1
YAMAHA 
DTX400K
We say: “There is a lot 
on offer here for the 
price.”

2
ROLAND TD-4KP
We say: “This kit offers 
full portability with little 
compromise.”
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PRICE
DM7X, £499.99

CONFIGURATION
Dual-zoned rubberised 
drum pads (x 5 – snare, 
4 toms); single-zoned 
cymbal pads (x 4 – hi-
hat, 2 crashes, 1 ride), 
‘Variable’ hi-hat 
controller pedal, Stealth 
kick pad

INSTRUMENTS/
SOUNDS
385

DRUM KITS
40 (24 preset, 16 user 
kits) plus 11 General 
Midi kits

PAD 
PARAMETERS
Voice, volume, pan, 
pitch, reverb, midi note 
number, pad songs 
start/stop

SONGS
80

LEARNING MODE
20 beats, 12 rhythms, 10 
patterns

EFFECTS
Reverb, 3-band EQ 

DISPLAY
Graphic backlit LCD

RECORD
Recording method: 
real-time; capacity: 
1,600 notes (approx.); 
Resolution: 120 ticks per 
quarter note

CABLING
Loom with 9 x ¼" stereo 
jack plugs terminated 
by a male D-type 
connector, 2 x additional 

CONNECTIONS
DB-25 connector for 9 
trigger inputs, two 
additional trigger 
inputs, Out R and L/
mono ¼" jacks, 
Auxiliary input (stereo 
miniature phone type), 
Headphones ¼" jack, 
MIDI In and MIDI Out 
(5-pin DIN), USB port, 
9V DC In

CONTACT
inMusic Europe Ltd.
01252 896000
www.alesis.com

Essential spec 

MODULE DISPLAY
Graphic display is bright and 
clear showing just the right 
amount of information

HI-HAT PEDAL
Kit includes a ‘variable’ 
hi-hat controller pedal

PAD CONSTRUCTION
ABS base is topped by rubber 
covering, with spongy stick-
absorbent material in between

KICK PAD
Compact Stealth kick pad 
clamps directly onto the pedal 
but only allows a single beater
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