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Roland Super UA
Interface £449

Compact and high-end neednt be
contradictory terms, as Jon Musgrave
discovers with this rather fancy interface

CONTACT WHO: Roland UK TEL: +44 (0) 1792 702701 WEB: www.roland.com/uk
KEY FEATURES USB 2.0 interface with 2 XLR ins/outs and 2 TRS jack ins/outs, XLR connections
on breakout box, Twin headphone outputs on 1/4” and 1/8" jacks, Multifunction knob for setting levels.
2.8MHz/1-bit DSD and 192kHz/32-bit floating point PCM playback. Up to 192kHz/24-bit PCM audio.
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oland’s Super UA is
a high-quality
desktop USB 2.0
interface which
features full 24-bit/
192kHz support and
also allows playback
of 1-bit DSD (direct stream digital)
and 32-bit PCM format audio. It
includes four physical inputs (two
line level TRS 1/4-inch jack and two
mic XLR) and six physical outputs
(two 1/4-inch TRS jack, two XLR,
one 1/4-inch headphone and one
miniature headphone). The interface
comprises two units joined by a 1.5
metre multicore cable. The main
unit is a compact desktop design
and includes all the jack
connectivity, micro USB connector
and PSU input, along with a large
volume dial, three input selectors
(Mic 1, Mic 2 and Line In) and three
output selectors (Phones, Line Out A
and Line Out B). Meanwhile the
breakout box handles all the XLR
connectors, and includes two LED
phantom power indicators. Both
boxes feel solid and the two unit
configuration allows you to keep all
your clunky XLRs away from your
workspace. If you don't need the
XLR connectivity, you can disconnect
the breakout box and use the main
desktop device on its own. In this
form the Super UA can be USB buss
powered, however, as soon as you
connect the breakout box you'll need
the external PSU.

Despite the four physical inputs,
Super UA only handles two
simultaneous input streams.
However, said inputs can be
configured as two mic inputs, one
line and one mic, or two lines, which
is reasonably flexible. The only thing
not available is a high impedance
instrument input, although in use
the line input handled a guitar with
passive pickups well enough. The
outputs can operate in two stream or
six stream modes, and DSD playback
is limited to two stream mode.
Nevertheless, for regular PCM audio,
the six stream mode provides
independent control of three stereo
pairs — headphones, line A (jacks)
and line B (XLRs). The headphone
jacks receive the same output, and
both can be used simultaneously.

Super UA's volume dial adjusts
whichever input or output you have
selected on the panel (backlit in
green), and its own white backlit
scale updates to reflect the currently
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selected input or output level. It also
has a push action for muting. To
really get inside this box you need to
fire up the included UA-S10 Control
Panel. Here you'll find control for
obvious stuff such as input gain,
phantom power, output levels and
direct hardware monitoring, and also
a host of further input processing
that can be applied before recording.
This is available for both mic and
line inputs and can be stereo linked.
Options include phase invert, high-
pass filter, gate and compressor, with
the dynamics opening on a separate
floating window. Rounding things off
is an automatic input gain option.
Super UA is an extremely slick
unit that delivers pristine audio
alongside real-time input processing,
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direct hardware monitoring and high
resolution playback, and with a 2-in
6-out capability is well suited to
modern working methods. FM
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FM VERDICT

Super UA does everything
you'd expect and more,
and can easily hold its own
alongside similar compact
high-end interfaces.

THE PROS & CONS

-

Stylish and robust
design is tactile and
feels well made

Plenty of connectivity
including two
headphone outputs
and separate rather
than combined mic
and line inputs

Onboard real-time
software processing
for inputs including
compression/gate

Quite pricey for a two
input interface

The breakout box
configuration won't
appeal to everyone




