
Reviews | Metric Halo ULN-8

80

F or a 1U rackmount unit the 
ULN-8 is about as fully 
featured as you can imagine 
for an eight channel 

interface. The front panel sports an 
enormous array of controls and 
metering and consequently some of the 
switches are pretty small and the 
legends are little, but somehow Metric 
Halo have managed to make it all look 
professional and accessible. 

The unit itself is only half of the 
story, however, as what you also get is a 
software controller called MIO Console 
which allows you to control and store 
all your front panel settings plus do a 
whole lot more.

Full of features
The unit itself sports eight analogue 
inputs which can be switched between 
line and mic. Each mic input has 
individually switchable phantom power 
and plenty of gain so even the lowest of 
signals will cause no problem. To the 
right is a monitor knob which can be 
switched between monitor and 
headphone control and there is a 
headphone out on the front panel. The 
front panel also sports two DI inputs 
which can be assigned to any of the 
eight input channels. 

The majority of the audio 
connections on the rear are 25-pin 
D-subs (Tascam protocol) and you get 
line in/out, mic ins and balanced 
sends. Outputs 1 and 2 are also 
available on balanced (TRS) 1/4-inch 
jacks and there is one more D-sub 
giving eight in and out AES digital 
connections. There is also wordclock 
in and out (BNC) and timecode in and 
out on 1/4-inch jacks.

Software controller
MIO console is a highly fl exible 
software mixer that sits between the 
interface and your DAW and allows you 
to confi gure the system to pretty much 
any purpose you can imagine. Each 
individual channel has a control 
section allowing you to set inputs and 
gains. In addition you can then give 
each input a 'character' using one of 
the onboard plugs powered by the 
onboard DSP. There are a few to 
choose from but the transformer and 
valve options are extremely good. Then 
you can add plugs on the insert points 
to compress, EQ, add delays, reverbs 
and some very usable soft clip 
functions too. The advantage here is 
that you can set up a fi nished sound 
before it even hits the DAW. 

As the mixer also allows you 
extremely low latency monitoring, even 
with a slew of plugs running, any 
latency issues you may have with 
monitoring through your DAW become 
irrelevant. Whole set-ups can be stored 
and recalled so getting the sound back 
when you change your mind about a 
bass part a month after recording it is 
a breeze, and those Metric Halo plugs 
do sound great.

Top sounds
As to the quality of the convertors and 
mic pres they are excellent. Well up 
there with the best of what is available. 
The fact that it’s FireWire also means 
that with all that functionality your 
laptop can be a fully functioning studio 
just with a ULN-8, a pair of monitors 
and some cans. 

For a project studio you can have 
all your analogue synths, a guitar and a 
bass DI, and eight mic inputs 
permanently plumbed in, each ready to 
be recorded through your favourite 
chain of processing. If you have a few 
favourite analogue processors it will 
allow you to use them as inserts and 
any digital toys with AES ins and outs 
can be brought into the mix too.

 You can even use it as a summing 
mixer using those character plugs to 
add some extra colour to your mix. 
Monitoring is simple and latency free 
and, although it’s not the cheapest 
interface on the market, when you 
consider what you are getting for 
your money, and especially with that 
recent price drop, it can only be 
considered a bargain.  

Metric Halo 
ULN-8 | £2,999
With its enormous functionality and recent price 
drop the ULN-8 certainly looks mighty tempting. 
Stuart Bruce takes a bite of the apple

VERDICT
STABILITY 
❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚

VALUE 
❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚

EASE OF USE
❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚

VERSATILITY
❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚

RESULTS
❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚

It’s pretty much the closest thing 
we have seen to a complete studio 
in a box. Excellent.

WHAT IS IT?
An eight channel FireWire 
audio interface with built 
in DSP and monitor control

CONTACT
Who: Source Distribution
Tel: +44 (0)20 8962 5080
Web: www.arturia.com

HIGHLIGHTS
1 Excellent sounding 
convertors
2 Onboard DSP with great 
compression, EQ and 
enhancement tools
3 Stereo to 7.1 
monitor controller

SPECS
Mic inputs
Gain Range: 
-22dB/+91.5dB
Input Impedance: 
3.3K ohms
THD: D/A/A/D Loop @ 
-12dBFS: 0.0007%
Line Input and ADC 
Frequency Response 
44.1kHz Sample Rate: 
5.7Hz-20.5kHz: +/- 0.1dB
Line Input and ADC 
Frequency Response 
192kHz Sample Rate: 
1.8Hz-64.7kHz: +/- 0.1dB
Latency
A/D: 63 samples
D/A: 44 samples
Dimensions: 
432 x 330 x 44mm
Weight: 
2.7kg
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