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 B
ased on the original mid-level 
Session Series fi rst seen in 1993, 
the Session Studio Classic (SSC) 
was released in 2012 over in the 

United States and is now being re-released 
for the European market. Championed by 
Pearl endorsers including Will Kennedy 
(Yellowjackets), Gene Hoglan (Testament) 
and Terence Higgins (John Scofi eld), the kit 
promises to recreate a classic “session 
sound” and boasts a number of high-end 
features shared with Pearl’s fl agship 
Masters Series.         

 Build
There are three four-piece shell pack 
confi gurations of the Session Studio Classic 
available, each priced at a modest £1,019. 
The smaller of the packs exhibits a 20"x16" 
bass drum, accompanied by 10"x7" & 12"x8" 
rack toms and a 14"x14" fl oor tom. The 
confi guration which we have received for 

review has a slightly larger 22"x16" bass and 
a 16"x14" fl oor tom, though the rack toms 
remain the same size. The third option is the 
same as the formerly mentioned except the 
10" rack tom has been replaced with a 
14"x5½" snare drum. 

There are a plethora of individual 
additions also up for grabs, again with very 
reasonable pricing. Extras include 13" and 
14" rack toms, a beastly 18" fl oor tom and 
old school 24"x15" and 26"x14" bass drums. 
The 14"x5½" snare is also available 
individually at the mere price of £179 which 
could be easily added to one of the 
snare-less packs.

There is also a 14"x6½" version which still 
comes in at less than £200 RRP. All of the 
above are available with the same ‘31-step 
lacquer’ fi nishes that can be found on the 
Masters and Reference Series. Three are 
available: Piano Black, Antique Ivory (as 

 £1,019   Pearl’s original Session Series is 
reincarnated as the Session Studio Classic  
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review) and Sequoia Red.
Like the original Session Series, the shells 

are of a hybrid nature. In fact, the six plies 
of the 7.5mm shell are mostly birch (four 
plies), with the remaining two plies 
comprised of kapur wood. One of these 
two layers can be found sandwiched 
roughly in the middle, while the other 
makes up the inner layer of the shell. This 
inside layer should have the most infl uence 
on the overall sound of the drums and, as 
Pearl suggests, the kapur will therefore 
‘darken’ the sound of the birch. They say, 
“This timeless combination creates a shell 
with powerful attack and beautiful tonal 
decay. Fitting for virtually any style of 
music or venue.” 

In a bid to complement the tonal qualities 
of the drums, the kits are shipped with clear 
Remo Pinstripe batter heads on the toms 
and a Powerstroke 3 bass drum head. The 
coated white Powerstroke reso comes ready 

ported with a 5" hole. A neoprene bass
drum muffl er can also be found ready to 
go straight out of the box.

All drums come with chrome hardware 
which includes the Opti-Mount suspension 
system for the rack toms and the 2.3mm 
‘Superhoop II’ which is supplied with each 
drum (except of course for the bass drum 
which has matching wood hoops). Both 
features are borrowed from the SSC’s big 
brother, the Pearl Masters Series. As you 
may have guessed already, the presence of 
the Opti-Mount means that the toms are 
completely un-drilled, as is the bass drum. 
Other chrome goodies include the single RL 
Session lugs which are the same as the ones 
used on the original Session Series from 
1995-2003 (12 on the rack toms, 16 on the 
fl oor tom and 20 on the bass drum), and of 
course the seriously chunky bass drum 
spurs and air-cushioned fl oor tom legs 

SLIGHTLY FURTHER UP THE TUNING 
RANGE, THE TOMS BECOME MORE 
TUNEFUL BUT MAINTAIN A GIRTH 
TO THEIR SOUND

 SHELL PACKS 
 There are three shell packs 

available in the UK 
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 PRICES 
 All shell packs £1,019 

 SHELL MATERIAL 
 Birch and Kapur wood 

 CONSTRUCTION 
METHOD  
 Ply 

 NUMBER OF 
PLIES  
 6-ply, 7.5mm  

 BEARING EDGES  
 45° 

 FINISHES 
AVAILABLE  
 31-step lacquer in Piano 
Black, Antique Ivory 
(as pictured) and 
Sequoia Red 

 HOOPS  
 Chrome SuperHoop II 

 SHELL 
AVAILABILITY 
 Shell pack 
confi gurations: 20"x16" 
bass, 10"x7" & 12"x8" 
toms, 14"x14" fl oor tom; 
22"x16" bass, 10"x7" & 
12"x8" toms, 16"x14" 
fl oor tom; 22"x16" bass, 
12"x8" tom, 16"x14" 
fl oor tom, 14"x5½" 
snare
Individual extras: rack 
toms: 10"x7", 12"x8", 
13"x9", 14"x10"; fl oor 
toms: 14"x14", 16"x14", 
16"x16", 18"x16"; kick: 
22"x16", 22"x18", 
24"x15", 26"x14"; snare: 
14"x5½", 14"x6½" 

 SUPPLIED 
HEADS 
 Toms – Remo UT/Pearl 
Clear Pinstripe, Remo 
UT/Pearl clear reso; 
bass – Remo UT/Pearl 
Clear Powerstroke 3 
batter; Remo/Pearl 
coated reso 

 LUGS PER DRUM  
 Rack toms: 12 RL lugs; 
fl oor tom: 16 RL lugs; 
bass drum: 20 RL lugs 

 TOM MOUNTS  
 Opti-Mount suspension 
system. No tom arms 
included 

 CONTACT  
 Pearl Drums
www.pearleurope.com 

Essential spec  CHROME SUPERHOOP II 
 All toms feature the 2.3mm 
chrome SuperHoop II 

 FINISH 
 31-step lacquer fi nish in Piano 
Black, Antique Ivory (as 
pictured) and Sequoia Red 
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to give it the proper name) which is 
undeniably beautiful. There are a few 
tell-tale signs though that we are in fact 
dealing with a mid-range kit here. I refer 
specifi cally to the noticeable joins on the 
inside of the shell. Generally speaking 
though, aesthetically the drums seem 
well made and look the business. But do 
they sound it?

In short yes, yes they do. Starting with the 
rack toms, I tinker with the resonant heads 
and tune them to a medium tension. This 
affords both drums a wide tuning range, 
controlled by the batter head. With barely a 
tweak of the key, the drums are low, punchy 

(again, both used on the high-end Masters 
Series). Unfortunately, no tom arms are 
supplied with the shell packs.

Hands On
With the sturdy hardware shared with 
Pearl’s fl agship Masters Series, the kit gives 
the impression of being moderately heavy 
weight. In the process of setting up for a 
gig, I notice how solidly the bass drum spurs 
lock into place, how well-crafted the tom 
suspension is and how well designed the 
bouncy feet of the fl oor tom legs are. This 
feel of quality is confi rmed by the high-
gloss piano white fi nish (or ‘Antique Ivory’ 

Also try…

1
 MAPEX ARMORY  
We say: “ Armory 
represents yet another 
onward march for 
Mapex. ”

 How does the SSC relate to the original 
Session Series? 
 “The Session Studio Classic follows the original 
Session ‘recipe’ with blended Birch and Kapur 
shells, recreating the classic Session ‘sound’ of 
strong attack and projection with outstanding 
lows and punch that you can feel.”  

 What are the main tonal qualities of the kit? 
 “Session Series features shorter tom sizes to 
achieve a classic, shorter note and quicker 
response; 6-ply shells of Birch/Kapur 
construction deliver strong attack and 
projection with outstanding low-end punch.”  

Was  there a specifi c reason for putting 
Pinstripes on the kit? 
 “We apply those heads also for our other hybrid 
shells with kapur wood, which is our Wood 
Fiberglass Series and these pinstripe heads 
work well. ” 

 What styles might it be best suited for? 
 “We market this kit with the slogan ‘the 
essential sound of studio groove’. But Session 
Studio classic series fi ts virtually any style of 
music or venue. The nucleus of the Session 
Studio Classic sound is warm resonant kapur 
surrounded by the brightness of birch, fi nished 
with a perfect 45° bearing edge.”  

 Jeroen Breider   European Branding 
Manager for Pearl Music Europe 

They say…

WITH THE STURDY HARDWARE SHARED 
WITH PEARL’S FLAGSHIP MASTERS SERIES, 
THE KIT GIVES THE IMPRESSION OF BEING 
MODERATELY HEAVY WEIGHT

and demonstrate a lightning fast attack. 
Slightly further up the tuning range, the 
toms become more tuneful but maintain a 
girth to their sound. The 10" tom in 
particular has a wonderful tone and is 
thoroughly addictive to play. Reminded of a 
classic Vinnie Colaiuta-style sound, I fi nd 
myself channeling licks that I barely knew I 
had up my sleeve. Even cranked up really 
tight, both toms have a roundness to them 
which is almost certainly a by-product of the 
birch and kapur mixture. Of course the 
thickness of the supplied Remo Pinstripe 
heads will have a massive impact on the 
timbre created.  

As you may already have imagined, the 
16" fl oor tom also packs a spectacular 
wallop. Again, tuned low it has a slappy 
attack and a trouser-fl apping low-end growl. 
Tuned a little higher, the sound is once again 
rounded out and becomes a little warmer.

The bass drum is a little harder to get 
exactly where I want it. Expecting a fairly dull 

 TOM SUSPENSION 
 The toms are un-drilled 
and feature Pearl’s 
Opti-Mount 
suspension system 

 LUGS 
 Single RL Session lugs 
are the same as used 
on Pearl’s original 
Session Series 
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considerably more fat and punchy.
In summary, then, each drum packs a fair 

punch but also has a pureness to its tone 
and a strong resonance. The kit’s wide tuning 
range is sure to be a winner with players 
perhaps looking to step up to the next level 
and looking for a versatile mid-range kit. 
We’d be very keen to check out the 
accompanying snare drums and the 
enormous 24" and 26" bass drums.  

VERDICT:  Pearl offer a decent amount 
of bang for your buck with the SSC. 
With a highly versatile tuning range 
and a crisp attack, this kit promises 
to be a strong contender in the 
mid-range market.  

BUILD QUALITY  
PLAYABILITY 
VALUE FOR MONEY  

 RATING 

2
 CRUSH 
SUBLIME E3  
We say: “ Crush has 
gone all-out to ensure 
the tone created is 
authentically vintage. ”

thud, the out-of-the-box tuning reality is 
that of a wide open ‘boom’. Tuned right 
down on both the batter and reso, the 
sound is improved but still doesn’t have 
the sharpness that one might expect 
considering the character of the toms. 
Even with the included dampening pillow, I 
fi nd myself reaching for more! With some 
more fi ne tuning and a little more 
dampening, the bass drum is sounding 

 INNER SHELL 
 The inside layer of kapur 
gives each drum a darker 

tonal characteristic 

 PINSTRIPE HEADS 
 The supplied Remo 
Pinstripes are a fi tting choice 
for the birch/kapur shells 

 BIRCH AND 
KAPUR WOOD 

 The six-ply shell 
consists of four birch 
and two kapur plies 
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