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T he name Genelec has been 
synonymous with high quality 
monitor systems for a very long 
time. It’s highly unusual to 

fi nd a major studio complex without at 
least one pair of their speakers 
somewhere in the building, be they 
smaller desktop types or monster wall 
mounted systems.

The technology
The 8260As are big beasts. They are 
easy to set up and position as the 
incorporated Iso Pod that they stand on 
is simply positioned and has the added 
advantage of decoupling the speakers 
from their mounting surface while the 
cabinet itself is made from die-cast 
aluminium. Its unusual shape is a result 
of Genelecs research into acoustically 

optimising all aspects of their 
enclosures, including rounding edges 
for minimum defraction. They look 
almost like a piece of minimalist 
sculpture and certainly pull no design 
punches. The bass driver is covered 
with a metal grill which follows the 
drivers contours and echoes the curves 
around the upper frequency drivers. To 
the rear is a port at the top of the 
cabinet and the connector and control 
panel is just below the middle. 

Whether you like the way they look 
or not (and I do) these are beautifully 
built. The cabinets are rock solid and 
there’s excellent attention to detail 
throughout, my only slight criticism 
being that the connector panel feels a 
bit crowded. They are a three-way 
design utilising a 10” bass driver and 

Genelec’s own minimum diffraction 
coaxial mid/hi driver (MDC) which gives 
a very even and extremely accurate on 
and off axis response. They can be fed 
with a digital (AES) or analogue input 
via XLRs and the DSP section is 
controlled by connecting a computer 
with the GLM (Genelec Loudspeaker 
Manager) software installed, via the 
CAT5 ports on the back. 

GLM allows you to align your 
speakers and store the responses so 
that, if you move around a lot as many 
engineers do, you can recall the 
response curve for the room you are in. 
Having aligned them, the onboard DSP 
stores the setting so the computer 
doesn’t need to remain connected.

The sound
I have to admit that I have never been a 
great fan of the Genelec ‘sound’. I have 
tracked quite a few albums on various 
models and mixed a couple too. My 
general feeling has always been that 
they lack a bit of detail in the upper 
midrange, just about where the bite is.

The 8260As are no different. They 
create a big smooth sound. Softer 
acoustic material and R’n’B sound great 
but as you start to put Rockier stuff on 
you begin to miss a bit of edge and in 
some cases the balance can sound 
quite different. The plus side is that the 
imaging is stunning and because the 
coaxial drivers do what Genelec say, 
moving around the room is never a 
nasty shock. The mids and highs are 
always there and even standing far from 
the centre you still get a strong 
impression of the stereo image.

The sound of the 8260As may not 
suit everyone but there are certainly 
enough professionals out there that 
swear by them to know that these are 
monitors of the highest quality. I fi nd 
the price a little high, but it does refl ect 
the stunning build quality and the 
useful alignment system, if not the 
overall sound. 

WHAT IS IT?
Large active monitors with 
DSP management software

CONTACT
Who: Source Distribution 
Tel:  +44 (0)20 8962 5080
Web: genelec.com

HIGHLIGHTS
1 Fabulous build quality
2 Highly effective DSP 
management system
3 Stunning mid and HF 
dispersion and extremely 
linear at all volume levels

SPECS
Drivers
Bass:  255mm (10”)
Mid: 120mm Coax Al-Cone
Hi: 19mm Coax Al-Dome
Frequency response: 
29Hz to 21kHz +/-1dB
Max peak spl @ 1m: 123dB
Inputs
Analogue: XLR, Digital AES/
EBU: XLR, CAT 5 sockets for 
computer connection
Output
Digital thru on XLR
Dimensions
357 x 347 x 593mm
Weight: 
27.5kg each

Genelec 8260A 
Tri-Amplifi ed DSP 
Monitors | £3,500
The largest set of free standing monitors in the 
Genelec range. Stuart Bruce prepares to be moved

VERDICT
BUILD 
❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚

VALUE 
❚❚❚❚❚❚

EASE OF USE
❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚

VERSATILITY
❚❚❚❚❚❚❚

RESULTS
❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚

Incredible build quality and a great 
room calibration system, all 
matched by the price. 
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