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P
eavey found a whole new 
market in 1992 thanks to 
a collaboration with Eddie 
Van Halen, resulting in 
the iconic 5150 head and a 

massive boost for the company’s 
rock/metal credentials. After the 
EVH association ended in 2004, 
Peavey renamed the 5150 as the 
6505, which to this day remains 
the industry standard for metal 
guitarists the world over. Now, 
there’s a new Peavey amp that 
could well take over that crown – 
at a price. Designed in 

collaboration with Periphery’s 
Misha Mansoor, let’s welcome the 
Invective 120.

This amp features heavily-
populated front and rear control 
panels that remain clear and easy 
to follow, thanks to minimalist 
styling with white knobs on a 
white background. There are three 
channels for clean, crunch and 
lead, with a separate EQ for the 
clean channel and shared EQ for 
the drive channels, which have 
separate pre- and post-level 
controls. All three channels have 
separate boost functions with 
controls for level and tone, and 

there’s also a master boost level 
control on the rear panel. Other 
cool features include half-power 
switching, two assignable series 
eff ects loops, a noise gate on the 
drive channels and master 
presence and resonance controls. 
Controlling all those functions is 
easy because the Invective is 
MIDI-powered; most switched 
functions are accessed from the 
supplied 10-button foot controller, 
which can also store and recall up 
to nine preset patches. Soundwise, 
the Invective 120’s three channels 

and programmable boosts cover 
every need, from high-headroom 
cleans to insane multi-layered 
distortion from the six-valve 
preamp, with a lightning response 
that’s perfect for fast 
powerchords, especially with the 
noise gate engaged. You can hear 
the 6505 infl uence, however, the 
Invective is more evolved and 
refi ned. The clean channel is a 
huge improvement, combining 
very high headroom with a boost, 
which adds a warm, vocal quality 
that raises the bar for amps in this 
genre. It’s unlikely, perhaps, but if 
you want to play jazz through an 

Invective 120, you can do it with 
total authority. The programmable 
boosts add tremendous fl exibility, 
as each one has its own 
independent level and tone 
control, while on the rear panel 
you’ll fi nd Peavey’s excellent MSDI 
direct output, which greatly 
simplifi es connection to a PA or 
recording console – although the 
matching 212 cabinet does a 
sterling job of channelling the 
dynamic response.

The sound quality, 
comprehensive feature list and the 
included MIDI-powered foot 
controller’s total recall of up to 
nine patches make the Invective 
120 a serious pro tool, especially 
when combined with the 
matching custom-designed 
Celestion Vintage 30/Creamback-
loaded speaker cabinet. It’s a 
simply stunning rock weapon 
from Peavey that’s in a class of its 
own, and is available for up to 
£600 cheaper on the street. Even 
then, the price may make your 
eyes water, but so will the 
astounding tones.
Nick Guppy

PEAVEY INVECTIVE 120 HEAD
Has Peavey just made the perfect metal guitar amp?

1 BOOST
The Invective 120’s 

channels feature 
programmable boost 
functions, with 
separate level and 
tone controls. There’s 
also a master boost 
level on the amp’s 
rear panel

2 PEDAL POWER
The Invective 120 

features a pair of 
9VDC power outlets 
to run your favourite 
pedals; each one 
delivers up to 500mA 
– plenty for most 
stompboxes

3 DRIVES
The Invective 

120’s drive channels 
share the same EQ 
controls but feature 
separate gain and 
volume controls. A 
MIDI foot-controller 
(included) takes care 
of switching

TYPE: Valve preamp, 
valve power amp

OUTPUT: 120W

SPEAKER: Matching 
2x12 and 4x12 
cabinets, UK 
availability TBA

VALVES: 6 x 12AX7, 
4 x 6L6

CONTROLS: Clean 
channel: boost drive, 
tone, pre, post, low, 
mid, high. crunch/lead 
channels: pre, post x 2, 
low, mid, high, gate 
threshold, boost level, 
tone. Master: volume, 
presence, resonance, 
boost level. MSDI level, 
tone, ground lift. 
Half power switch, 
impedance switch

SOCKETS: Guitar in, FX 
loop send/return x 2, 
Foot controller/MIDI 
in, MIDI  out/Thru, 
9VDC out x 2, MSDI 
XLR, Speaker jack x 2

WEIGHT: 22kg

DIMENSIONS: 
254x678x300mm 
[HxWxD]

CONTACT: 
Barnes & Mullins
01691 652449
peavey.com

AT A GLANCE

 A PEAVEY AMP THAT COULD 
TAKE OVER THE 6505 CROWN 

FEATURES  

SOUND QUALITY

VALUE FOR MONEY

BUILD QUALITY

USABILITY  

OVERALL RATINGS
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