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W
e live in a golden age 
of ambience eff ects,  
yet atmosphere 
junkie and visionary 
metalhead Devin 

Townsend wanted more and his 
collaboration with Mooer has 
produced the most comprehensive 
combined delay and reverb pedal 
on the market.

Let’s talk numbers: Ocean 
Machine packs two independent 
delays, a reverb and a looper. In all, 
you get 15 diff erent delay types and 

nine diff erent reverbs as well as 44 
seconds of loop recording time. 
You get two basic modes of 
operation for the pedal’s trio of 
footswitches: ‘Play’, where each 
switch activates reverb, delay B 
and delay A respectively (pressing 
reverb and delay B together off ers 
access to tap tempo); and ‘Patch’, 
which allows you to access presets 
of all three eff ects at once.

Tonally, HevyDevy and co have 
tweaked this one to near-
perfection. All the usual suspects 
– digital, analogue, tape et al – are 

present and period-correct, with 
the crucial knobs easily accessible 
on the face of the pedal. However, 
hit the menu knob and you’ll be 
presented with a host of additional 
parameters. These come into their 
own on gnarlier settings, such as 
low-bit and fuzz, allowing you to 
tweak the intensity of the eff ects 
and overall blend. The menu is 
also where you’ll fi nd other handy 
features including tap tempo 
subdivisions, trails and even a 
global EQ.

The reverbs are similarly broad 
and equally stellar. Colossal hall 
and convincing spring tones 
impress, while audio anarchists 
will love the apocalyptic textures 
of dist-verb. What’s more, you can 
freeze the current reverb or delay 
sound by holding the relevant 
footswitch down for infi nite 
sustain. The adjustable octave-up 
shimmer on all reverb types is just 
the icing on the cake.

Hit the delay A and delay B 
footswitches together and you’re 
into looper territory. Sticking with 

the format pioneered by the Line 6 
DL4, the Ocean Machine packs the 
usual record/play/stop functions 
(like the DL4, there’s no undo/
redo), as well as half-speed and 
reverse eff ects. These can all be 
routed back into the delays and 
’verbs to produce massive, 
never-ending ambient beds for 
playing over ad infi nitum.

The big question is how does it 
stack up to the big boys – in this 
case, Strymon, Empress and Boss? 
It’s an admirable performance: the 
range and sound quality is 
certainly up there, although, while 
a marked improvement on past 
Mooer pitch eff ects, we’d still say 
the Ocean Machine’s shimmer 
isn’t the most natural we’ve heard 
– an included high-current power 
supply wouldn’t have gone amiss. 
These are minor niggles, though, 
on a pro-level piece of kit at a 
reasonable price. For a one-stop 
ambience shop, Mooer’s Ocean 
Machine is the logical destination.
Michael Astley-Brown

MOOER OCEAN MACHINE 
Make waves with this dual delay, reverb and looper

1 SCREEN
This dinky display 

makes it easy to see 
what your two delays 
and reverbs are set to 
as well as navigate 
myriad menus of 
settings and reorder 
the effects signal 
chain at will

2 CONNECTIONS
Besides the usual 

stereo ins and outs, 
there’s MIDI and 
expression pedal 
capability, plus you 
can connect Mooer’s 
new C4 wireless 
footswitch for more 
control over looping 
and tap tempo

3 TYPES
The OM’s delay 

types run the gamut, 
and you can run two 
at once with different 
subdivisions and 
sync’d to the same 
tempo – a license to 
write rhythmically 
intricate riffs

TYPE: Dual delay, 
reverb and looper pedal
CONTROLS: Shimmer, 
decay, tone, reverb 
mix; 2x feedback, 2x 
time, 2x tone, 2x delay 
mix; menu, reverb type, 
2x delay type; back, 
setting, store, preset
SOCKETS: 2x input, 2x 
output, expressio n, 
MIDI in/thru, power
BYPASS: True bypass 
(no trails) or buffered 
(trails)
POWER: 9V 500mA 
power supply only 
(not included)
CONTACT: Strings & 
Things 01273 440 442 
www.mooeraudio.
co.uk

AT A GLANCE

 THE QUESTION IS HOW DOES 
IT STACK UP TO THE BIG BOYS? 

£269

FEATURES  

SOUND QUALITY

VALUE FOR MONEY

BUILD QUALITY

USABILITY  

OVERALL RATINGS
U

M
M

A
R

Y

BEST BUY 
AWARD

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
y: 

Si
m

on
 Le

es
REVIEW

99

AUGUST 2017  TOTAL GUITAR

TGR295.gear_dps2.indd   99 22/06/2017   13:17


