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 BLACKSTAR 
 ID:CORE STEREO 100  £249 
 Get more Core for your money in a gig-ready 
 compact combo that packs a serious punch 

THE ID:Core range of 
portable practice and 

recording amps has proved a very 
popular one for Blackstar, and now 
it’s grown to include a pair of 
combos more suited to live use, but 
still offering all the features that 
make the ID:Core amps so popular 
with home users. The new combos 
are compact and lightweight, but 
with 100 and 150 watts of power to 
get your point across. Here, we’re 
looking at the ID:Core 100 combo, 
which uses a pair of special design 
Blackstar 10-inch loudspeakers  
to deliver 50 watts of power per 
channel in Super Wide Stereo.

The ID:Core 100 looks just as 
smart and purposeful as its smaller 
brothers and carries over all the 
familiar ID:Core features, together 
with a new polyphonic octaver and 
a looper. There’s also an effects loop 
at the rear, so you can combine 
outboard effects with the ID:Core’s 
built-in studio-quality reverbs, 
delays and modulations, alongside 

the six programmable amp voices 
and up to 36 patches.

In use, the ID:Core 100 generates 
plenty of volume that can easily fi ll 
small pubs and clubs; the amp 
voices have been enhanced for live 
use and easily cut through the 
cacophony of a live band without 
sounding harsh and brittle. The 

new looper and octaver effects are 
high-quality and great fun to use 
– you can even combine them and 
use the octaver to add bass parts  
on the fl y. There’s also a handy 
footswitchable undo function on 
the looper, so you can backtrack on 
a part that’s not quite right.

The included USB recording 
interface means the ID:Core 100  
is still just as handy for home and 

studio use – despite the higher 
power, it’s still very portable, 
weighing in at just over 12kg. The 
front panel editing and patch store/
recall is no different to the other 
Core amps, while the really clever 
stuff happens in the virtual domain, 
courtesy of Blackstar’s Insider 
software app, which has enhanced 

editing capabilities, together with 
extra features, including offl ine 
patch storage and a phrase trainer 
that lets you loop and time stretch 
to your heart’s content, perfect for 
getting to grips with tricky licks.

While purists will always lust 
after valves, the power of digital 
signal processing has put all kinds 
of possibilities into the hands of 
every player, from beginners to 

pros. As software and hardware 
continues to develop, the quality of 
sounds has improved no end, 
while Blackstar’s app builders have 
come as close as anyone to 
providing the perfect interface 
that’s intuitive and, above all, fun. 

The best news of all is that this 
amp comes at a price that would 
have been unthinkable a few 
decades ago, and it includes a 
handy two-button footswitch that 
gets you straight into using the 
looper. In perhaps the most 
crowded fi eld around, the ID:Core 
Stereo 100 gives the established 
competition a hard time, and it’s 
astounding value for money.
Nick Guppy

Blackstar has come close to 
providing the perfect interface
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 T Y PE:  Digital preamp, solid-state 
 stereo power amp 
 OUTPUT:  2x 50 watts 
 SPE AKER:  2x 10” Blackstar 
 Special Design 
 CONTROLS:  Voice select, gain, 
 volume, bass, mid, treble, ISF 
 (Infinite Shape Feature), effects 
 select, effects level, master volume 
 SOCKETS:  Guitar in, USB in/out, 
 speaker emulated headphones, 
 mp3 in, effects loop send/ 
 return, footswitch 
 WEIGHT:  12.5kg 
 DIMENSIONS:  [H x W x D] 
 447 x 573 x 241mm 
 CONTACT:  Blackstar Amplification 
 01604 817817 
 www.blackstaramps.com 

 AT A GL ANCE 

 EFFECTS LOOP 
THE ID:Core 100’s rear panel 
features a useful effects loop, 
so you can mix your favourite 
real-world pedals with the 
amp’s built-in effects

 SPEAKERS 
BEHIND the ID:Core’s 
smart speaker grille lurks  
a two high-power 10-inch 
loudspeakers, which are 
driven by a stereo power 
stage with 50 watts per side

 USB 
THE USB socket acts as a 
computer interface, with a 
re-amping function that lets 
you apply the ID:Core’s 
effects to a dry track
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