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Underdrive: a new category of pedal? 
Well, not exactly new, as we’ve seen the 
HomeBrew Electronics Detox EQ, a Paul 
Gilbert signature pedal, does a similar 
job. The idea is that if you have a vintage 
single-channel amp that you can turn up 
to fi nd your sweet spot of overdrive, you 
can kick in the Underdrive to instantly get 
a cleaner tone when needed.

So, why not just use your guitar’s 
volume knob? Well, that can darken the 
tone to an unwanted degree, whereas the 
Underdrive turns down the midrange 
where the overdrive largely comes from, 
but has bass, midrange and treble knobs 
to get that cleaner tone sitting just right. It 
all works really well, too. With the pedal’s 
volume control setting exactly how much 
the signal to your amp is reduced, you 
can clean up a dirty sound while keeping 
your EQ just where you want it. A bonus is 
you can use it as a booster if you turn the 
midrange knob up. [TC]

VERDICT There’s a certain simplicity to stepping on a 
pedal for a cleaner sound. Genius

VERDICT This could be an essential ingredient of your 
tone that you don’t want to turn off

ORIGIN: Finland
TYPE: Underdrive pedal
FEATURES: 
True bypass
CONTROLS: Volume, 
Bass, Midrange, Treble, 
bypass footswitch
CONNECTIONS: 
Standard input, 
standard output
POWER: 9V DC adaptor 
(not supplied) or 
9V battery
DIMENSIONS: 62 (w) 
x 111 (d) x 50 mm (h)

Rocky Road
01494 535333
www.mpamp.com

The Simble Predriver is described as 
a preamp/booster/compressor/upper 
harmonic enhancer. While that may 
sound complicated, the pedal is far from 
it: it has no knobs and just two toggle 
switch-selected settings, Hot and Cool, 
representing different amounts of boost up 
to a max of 10dB. The Simble lies in classic 
tone-conditioner territory – it’s a pedal 
to improve your sound that can either 
be kicked in for extra boost, or just left 
on permanently. 

With a clean amp and the Cool setting, 
you get a tone that seems automatically 
richer with extra sustain and a nice touch 
of grit. The Hot setting goes further and 
dirtier, adding a few more dB of boost and 
a touch more midrange. There’s great 
sensitivity to picking and also to guitar 
volume, if you want to leave it on full-time 
and control things with your volume 
knob. It’s great for pushing a dirt pedal or 
used just in front of your amp. making it a 
brilliant tone sweetener. [TC]

ORIGIN: Finland
TYPE: Preamp/
booster/compressor/
upper harmonic 
enhancer pedal
FEATURES: 
True bypass
CONTROLS: Hot/
Cool switch, bypass 
footswitch
CONNECTIONS: 
Standard input, 
standard output
POWER: 9V DC 
adaptor (not supplied) 
or 9V battery
DIMENSIONS: 62 (w) 
x 111 (d) x 47mm (h)

MAD PROFESSOR 
SIMBLE PREDRIVER
£149

MAD PROFESSOR 
EVOLUTION ORANGE 
UNDERDRIVE £149
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VIDEO DEMO  http://bit.ly/guitaristextra
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