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Icaro | Free
http://geticaro.com

In stark contrast to the current wave 
of feature stuffed instruments on the 
App Store, Icaro is an iOS sampler 
built around a defi antly minimal, 
simplistic ethos. Each sample pack 
features nine sounds spread out 
across a 3x3 grid, accompanied by 
global Pitch, Air and Dirt effects. 
There’s no sample editing, user 
sample import, sequencing or 
recording. Pretty much all you can do 
with Icaro is tweak the sounds to 
taste and bash out a quick recording 
via the device’s headphone jack. 

However, it’s easy to fall for Icaro. 
For one thing, the sample packs are 
pleasingly esoteric (distorted pianos, 
roughed-up drum machines, sampled 
typewriters) and all sound great, and 
Tasmanian developer Frederick 
Showell is adding a new selection to 
the app each week. The interface 
looks great too, and the basic effects 
sound lovely. Audiobus or IAA support 
would be a useful addition, but either 
way this is a surprisingly inspiring 
little freebie. Si Truss  
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The HA-2 from Chinese 
manufacturer Oppo, is a 
portable headphone amp, 
DAC and mobile charging 

device. It is designed to work with 
iOS, Android and Windows mobile 
devices, plus PC and Mac desktop 
machines. In the box you will fi nd a 
variety of connecting cables and two 
rubber bands to strap your phone to, 

and the unit is wrapped in leather so 
you won’t have to worry about it 
scratching your mobile device. The 
HA-2 supports PCM audio up to 
384kHz/32-bit and DSD audio up to 
12MHz (DSD256 or DSD4x). You 
will, however, need a high-res audio 
playback app on your device of 
choice. But even if you don’t, there is 
a big difference in sound quality even 
when listening to standard FLAC or 
320kbps MP3 fi les. 

Don’t feel you need to pair the 
HA-2 necessarily with the PM-3 
(although the results are stunning); it 
will improve the listening experience 
with any in-ear, on-ear or over-ear 
headphone regardless of impedance. 
There is enough power in this unit to 
sate the most hungry of power-
sucking cans. If you fi nd it lacking on 

the volume front then there is a high 
and low gain switch with volume fade 
in/out function to protect your 
hearing. We would suggest keeping it 
on the low setting for most 
headphones though, as the high 
setting is loud and capable of 
delivering up to 300mW into 16 Ohm 
headphones. And if you want to spice 
up a fl at signal with extra low-end, 
there’s also a bass-enhancement 
function which is produced purely via 
the analogue circuitry – not that you 
will ever really need it. 

The price may seem quite steep, 
especially as you can pick up mobile 
charging devices for around a tenner, 
but not many are attached to such a 
high-quality DAC. Simon Arblaster
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Oppo HA-2 Headphone 
Amplifi er | £260
www.oppodigital.com

M-Audio AV42 | £99 
www.m-audio.com

The AV42 from M-Audio is the updated 
monitor that succeeds the popular AV40. 
Specs-wise, much looks the same. The 
AV42s still feature a 4-inch driver, 1-inch 
tweeter and 20 Watts output. However, the 
grilles have been ditched for a cleaner 
design, with the main difference being the 
new ‘OptImage IV tweeter wave guide’. 

Running them alongside the Mackie 
CR3s (which impressed us back in issue 
292), the AV42s have a slightly more 
detailed low-end courtesy of the larger 

driver. They are not as powerful as the 
Mackies on paper, but you won’t notice 
the difference unless you are cranking up 
the volume to uncomfortable levels. 

We wouldn’t suggest these monitors 
for critical mixing responsibilities, however 
the AV42s perform admirably in the 
small-factor monitoring stakes, proving 
once again that the ‘multimedia’ label 
shouldn’t put you off. Simon Arblaster
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Submotion Orchestra Electronic 
Soul | £24.47
www.loopmasters.com

Since forming in 
2009, Submotion 
Orchestra have quickly 
become a festival 
circuit favourite. This 
ultra tight live act fuse 

Electronica with Jazz, Dubstep, and sweet, 
sweet Soul, and have won plaudits from 
Peterson to Whiley. 

This massive 2.43GB sample set just 
about manages to contain their raw power, 
and still serves up a few goose bumps. At 
nearly 1,000 files you can get lost (in a 
good way) searching through them, but 
grounding the entire collection is the Soul 
that ties them all together. Firecracker 
vocalist Ruby Wood’s acapellas soar and, 
along with their trademark brass section 
sounds, ride the thick and twisted 
basslines, plaintive piano riffs, and deep 
Rhodes loops that make up the bulk of 
this pack. The mix of live instrumentation 
and digital boom marks the band, and this 
release, out from the pack. Roy Spencer

9/10
Loopmasters Dub & Reggae 
Sirens | £6.27
www.loopmasters.com

The sound of Dub and 
Reggae has been 
littered with siren 
sounds since day one 
at Studio 1. These 
shrill sounds were 

tweaked out of analogue synths and run 
through delays to cut through the thick 
bass. The Loopmasters team have pulled 
out the very tools the master producers of 
the era had at their disposal to create 
514MB of these such noises. 

Squelchy Moog sirens, circuit bent 
bleeps, ray guns, risers, and all manner of 
weird and wonderful tones are on offer. It 
makes for a comprehensive collection of 
dramatic and iconic EFX that will suit 
everyone from bootleg and mash-up kids, 
to Junglists and bass music producers. 
Yes, you can get an app for this type of 
job, or have a custom-made box soldered 
up for you, but for under seven quid, this 
is a handy one-stop shop sound bank for 
Dub and Reggae sound EFX. Roy Spencer

8/10
Sample Magic Analogue 
Underground | £34.90
www.samplemagic.com

If the knobs and wires 
on the cover of this 
pack make you want to 
reach out and fiddle, 
you’ll be in heaven 
with what you get to 

play with inside. For SM60, Sample Magic 
have enlisted some experts in the field to 
handcraft a kaleidoscopic palette of retro 
and modern analogue sounds for you to 
tinker with. The result of countless late 

night geek outs, the 1GB collection 
positively groans under the fruits of those 
labours. The full-bodied beats, and 
dazzling synth arpeggios recall the flashes 
of vintage Detroit pioneers one minute, 
while the tougher workouts of modern 
Berliners boom from your speakers the 
next. It’s a set with one foot in the past, 
and another in the future; thanks, no 
doubt, to the range of gear plundered – 
everything from the Roland JV-1080 to the 
Oberheim SEM Pro has been sweated 
over. A great set. Roy Spencer

8/10
Prime Loops Future Trap | £17.95
www.primeloops.com

“Call that Trap, 
Granddad?!” If you’ve 
found yourself 
bellowing that at the 
DJ as he plays last 
week’s beats, this is 

the pack for you. Heavyweight up-and-
comer Cy Kosis (who’s been pimp-slapping 
the scene of late) is on hand to show you 
the sound of tomorrow… or even the week 
after that. Tucked away in his 478MB+ 
collection of new wave sounds dwell some 
banging loops with bpms running from 
80-150, and they’re all in shimmering 
24-bit audio quality. From the deep 808 
booms, that keep the ticking percussion in 
check, to every last sizzling drum pattern, 
it’s a collection that reps Trap’s next gen 
thinkers. Cy Kosis’ style has won him 
support from heads like Diplo, Aylen, 
J-Trick and gLAdiator, so if you don’t know, 
it’s time to check what’s brewing around 
the corner. Roy Spencer

8/10
Flashmob Sample Series: Raw 
Technique | £20
www.soundstosample.com

This is the debut 
sample pack for Italian 
outfit, Flashmob, who 
have won fans across 
the globe for keeping 
the dancefloors 

pumping with that raw 4/4 sound. That’s 
been captured here, thanks in no small 
part to the hardware used. Vintage Moog 
and Roland shelves have been scoured, 
and the resulting hard-hitting analogue 
loops will make a worthy addition to your 
sample banks. (The iconic Korg MS-20 
gets a special mention as some gnarly 
noises have been wrung from that beast).

The samples on offer nod back to the 
old skool, but in a Future Funk way – the 
20 bass loops drip with warehouse sweat, 
and the drum loops will add a jack to any 
modern House you build. Besides that, 
you get some crisp drum hits, deep pad 
loops, and some seriously dark chords. 
There are also three Ableton 9 session files 
for wannabe ’mobbers to practise their 
arrangements with. Roy Spencer

8/10

Oppo’s PM-3s offer the fairly unusual 
combination of planar magnetic drivers housed 
in closed-back headphones and optimised for 
use with mobile devices. Sonically they perform 
admirably, offering plenty of detail throughout 
the frequency spectrum. They’re surprisingly 
‘honest’ too – not overly flattering certain 
frequencies and letting the quality of the music 
speak for itself, which makes them a solid choice 
for casual music making duties. They suit day-to-
day use too though, pumping out plenty of 
volume even when connected to a smartphone, 
with the closed backs limiting leakage. 
Combined with their classy look and comfortable 
design, this adds up to an impressive set of 
‘all-rounder’ headphones. Si Truss

9/10

Oppo PM-3 Closed-
Back Planar Magnetic 
Headphones | £349
www.oppodigital.com
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