
  DANELECTRO  
  HODAD    £429  
  This blast from the past is a Dano with a di� erence   AT A GL ANCE 

 BODY:  Masonite 
 NECK:  Maple 
 FINGERBOARD:  Rosewood 
 FRETS:  21 
 SCALE:  630mm (24.75”) 
 PICKUPS:  2x pairs of lipstick 
 single coils 
 CONTROLS:  2x volume, 2x push/pull 
 tone controls, 3-way pickup selector 
 HARDWARE:  Chrome 
 LEFT-HANDED:  No 
 FINISH:  Gloss Black, Metallic Blue, 
 Metallic Red (shown) 
 CONTACT:  John Hornby Skewes 
 01132 865381 www.jhs.co.uk 
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IF you had even the faintest 
interest in Danelectro 

guitars back in the late 90s, 
chances are you’re already familiar 
with the Hodad. Named after 
the slang for greasers who would 
hang out at the beach but never 
surf, it’s a fitting name for the 
model that strays furthest from the 
Dano formula. It was previously 
discontinued, but returned with a 
new look at the 2012 NAMM show.

The Hodad is built like most 
other Danelectros, with the 
signature semi-hollow Masonite 
body present and correct, along 
with a maple neck and rosewood 
fingerboard, and the classic Coke 
bottle headstock. Fairly standard 
stuff – until you scan down the 

body and see the four lipstick 
pickups arranged as a pair of 
humbuckers. This might not seem 
like a big deal, but Danelectro has 
put some extra switching options 
in place to spice things up a bit. 
Both tone controls are push/pull 
pots, with one acting as a coil-split 
to bring in the authentic tone of 
those lipstick single coils, and the 
other acting as a phase switch.

In standard operation, the 
humbuckers are big, full and 
articulate, just as you’d hope 
they’d be. We doubt rockers will be 
shelving their SGs any time soon, 
but if you do find yourself winding 
up the gain, this guitar will cope 
much better than you might think. 
It’s still a very vintage response, 
but that doesn’t detract from the 
signature Dano tone as such – it 
just gives you that extra bit of 
range, should you need it.

Activating the coil-split takes 
you straight back into classic 
Danelectro territory, with reverb-

soaked cleans coaxing the spirit 
of surf, and broken-up lead and 
rhythm playing sounding suitably 
spanky. Kick in some more dirt and 
you’re in 70s classic-rock heaven, 
with Led Zep’s Kashmir ringing out 
with true authenticity. Pulling up 
on the second tone control kicks 
in the out-of-phase effect, which 
hollows out your sound for a 
unique honky tone that’s great for 
throwing some variation into your 
repertoire. It won’t be a sound 
for all tastes and genres, but used 
creatively, it gives the Hodad a very 
wide range of tones indeed.

Elsewhere, the C shape maple 
neck is a joy to play, with all 21 
frets polished and fitted to the 
high standards we expect from 

Danelectro. We’ve heard people 
criticise the semi-hollow body as a 
drawback of cost-cutting, but with 
the unique vibe that Danelectro 
has carved for itself over the years, 
it’s really more of a selling point 
than a criticism. A mahogany body 
with a flame maple top would 
just kill the sense of fun that these 
guitars bring to the table.

We’re really glad to see the 
return of the Hodad – it looks 
fantastic, it’s great fun to play and 
hides a surprisingly wide range of 
sounds under its quirky exterior. 
Dano fans will absolutely love it, 
and we reckon one or two sceptics 
might just change their minds, too.
Alun Lower

Broken-up lead and rhythm 
playing sounds suitably spanky

  FEATURES   
  SOUND QUALITY   
  VALUE FOR MONEY   
  BUILD QUALITY   
  PLAYABILITY   
  OVERALL RATING           
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FOUR lipstick single coils are wired 
up as a pair of humbuckers, adding 
up to a wide range of tones when 
paired with the clever switching

  PICKUPS  

IT might look like a standard pair 
of volume and tone controls, but 
two push/pull tone pots unlock 
a coil-split and phase effect

  CONTROLS  

THE original Hodad’s headstock 
had more of a Mosrite/Eastwood 
vibe going on, but this new version 
features the classic Danelectro 
Coke bottle design 

  HEADSTOCK  
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