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Xtomp Mini
A more compact version of the chameleon-like pedal that provides
a blank canvas for you to fill with whatever effects you choose

Words Trevor Curwen Photography Olly Curtis

otone’s original Xtomp, which
H made its debut last year, might

have seemed an enigma to
anyone looking at it and wondering what
on earth its knobs did as none of them
were labelled. But perhaps that was
the clue, because those knobs could be
whatever you wanted them to be: the
Xtomp presented a smart pedal that could
be configured to be any effect you wanted,
chameleon-style. Now its creators have
brought out a new version, the Xtomp
Mini, which has lost the original’s stereo
inputs and outputs, in turn making it
slightly smaller with a more compact and
pedalboard-friendly footprint.

The key to using the pedal is an app that

provides 140 digitally modelled effects,
amp sims and speaker sims (with new

models being added twice a month), any of
which can be loaded singly into the pedal.
The app itself takes several forms: it can
run on a computer (Mac or Windows),
making a USB connection to the pedal, or
it can be a mobile app for iOS or Android,
utilising a wireless Bluetooth connection
to load the pedal with whatever effect you
want. You just zap a new effect into the
pedal at any time from your phone...

SOUNDS

As supplied, our pedal comes with a very
nice three-knob delay loaded, but with
the free app downloaded to our iPhone,
we're able to scroll through the available
models, choose one and load it into the
pedal. Initially, some of the more complex
models can take up to two minutes to

load, but once a particular model has been
loaded, it will only take a few seconds

the next time you want to select it. When
you load an effect into the Xtomp, the
knobs that tweak the parameters for that
effect light up — some in different colours
relating to their function - although
youwll have to remember what parameter
each controls from looking at the
representation in the app.

The app’s Library page has all the
models neatly laid out and categorised,
mainly single amplifiers, cabinets or
effects, but also with some models
working as a pair (Combo). However,
those Combo effects (plus those in the
Special and Signature categories) are the
preserve of the original Xtomp and won’t
load into the Mini.
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Tech Spec

ORIGIN: China
TYPE: Smart FX pedal
FEATURES: Selectable
true or buffered bypass
APP COMPATIBILITY:
Android 4.3/any device

that supports BLE;
i0S 8.0,iPhone 4S,

KNOBS

The pedal has six knobs: some
effects have six parameters but
many have a lesser number, so
only the relevant knobs light up

SOCKETS

Input/output jacks are staggered
on the pedal - it could save space
if you're using multiple Xtomps

USB

There's a USB connection should
you wish to load the pedal from
your computer rather than using

a wireless connection
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iPad with Retina display
(3rd Gen), iPad mini,
iPad Pro, iPod touch
5th Genor later
CURRENT MODELS:
30+ amps/cabs, 60+
effects, 50+ Hotone
original effects
CONTROLS:
Knobs x6, bypass
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Standard input,
tandard output, USB
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adaptor (supplied)
DIMENSIONS: 62 (w) x
113 (d) x 43mm (h)
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LIBRARY

Models are neatly

laid out in a series of
categories: Amplifier,
Distortion, Dynamic,
Frequency, Modulation,

Ambient, Combo,
Cabinet, Signature
and Special

The variety of single effects, however,
is outstanding, with models of many
well-known types available, some with
thinly disguised names: if you want a Tube
Screamer, Big Muff, RAT, Phase 90, CE-1,
Uni-Vibe and many others, you'll find
pretty accurate emulations here courtesy
of Hotone’s Comprehensive Dynamic
Circuit Modeling (CDCM) technology.

In A/B tests with some original dirt
pedals, we find the Xtomp versions to be
pretty close and note that the amp sims
capture the flavour of the real thing. But
as an add-on to an existing setup, it’s
likely that the main appeal here lies in
the Frequency, Modulation and Ambient
effects where you’ll find a vast array
of EQ tools, delays, reverbs, flangers,
phasers, choruses, tremolos... and some

more unusual effects such as an Electro-
Harmonix Q-Tron emulation.

VERDICT
While it may lack the stereo operation and
dual effects of its older sibling, the Mini
has two advantages that, in our view, make
ita more enticing proposition. Firstly,
it’s cheaper (the original retails for £199)
and, secondly, it’s easier to integrate into
a pedalboard. With the advantage over
conventional pedals in that it can be any
effect you want it to be, a single Xtomp
Mini would greatly expand your sonic
possibilities - but imagine the potential
with several Minis, offering a complete
revamp of your rig at any time.

While the loading of the pedal from a
mobile phone is well implemented, it’s

not something youw’d want to be messing
with during a set: getting your phone out,
selecting the app, scrolling to the effect
you want, loading it and then resetting the
knobs for the new effect may be a little too
much to ask. Butit’s really no hassle if you
need to configure it to a particular effect
to see you through a gig, and could be a
lifesaver for those who play with several
differentbands and need a different set of
pedals for each. This Xtomp Mini, quite
possibly, represents the most practical
addition for your ‘board out there.

PROS Compact; numerous effects; practical
bypass options; new models added frequently

CONS Doesn't load Hotone's Combo effects;
pointing a phone at the pedal isn't for everyone
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