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 FENDER CABRONITA 
 TELECASTER   £646  
  Custom Shop looks at a non-Custom Shop price? Yes, please  

 AT A GL ANCE 
 BODY:  Alder (3-Colour Sunburst 
 and Black finishes) or Ash 
 (White Blonde finish) 
 NECK:  Maple 
 FINGERBOARD:  Maple 
 FRETS:  22 
 SCALE:  648mm (25.5”) 
 PICKUPS:  2x Fideli’Tron humbuckers 
 CONTROLS:  1x volume, 3-way 
 pickup selector 
 HARDWARE:  Chrome 
 LEFT-HANDED:  No 
 FINISH:  3-Colour Sunburst, White 
 Blonde, Black (£598) 
 CONTACT:  Fender GBI 01342 331700 
 www.fender.com 

FOR most of us, getting 
together enough cash 

for a Fender Custom Shop guitar 
will only ever be a pipe dream. 
And that’s a real kicker, because 
the instruments Fender’s guitar 
gurus have been turning out as of 
late are braver and more desirable 
than ever before. Take 2010’s La 
Cabronita Especial Telecaster: a 
slab-bodied, stripped-down beauty 
with a pair of fiery pickups and 
one of the most radical departures 
in Tele design for years, it raised 
more than a few eyebrows. 

Following a more sensibly (but 
still pro-level) priced Telebration 
model last year, Fender has now 
produced a Mexican-built replica 
of the La Cabronita Especial at 
a much more affordable price 

point. Anyone who’s picked up a 
Mexican-made Fender in the past 
couple of years knows that the 
quality of guitars being produced 
there is through the roof, and 
the Cabronita is no different. In 
essence, it covers all the same 
bases as the Custom Shop original: 
a body of alder or ash, a pair of 
Gretsch-style Fideli’Tron pickups 
(replacing the original’s TV Jones 
’buckers), a trimmed scratchplate 
and a single volume control. 

Of course, it’s lacking all that 
Custom Shop relic’ing business, 
but let’s face it, that’s nothing that 
a few years’ gigging won’t fix, and 
trust us, you’re going to be taking 
the Cabronita everywhere you 
go. This is an animal of a guitar, 
every inch the inheritor of the 
Telecaster’s legendary flexibility 
and build quality, but with a 
roaring tone that’s all its own.

Much of the Cabronita’s distinct 
personality is down to that pair of 
Fideli’Tron pickups. We’re all well 
versed in Telecaster twin single-

coil tones, and you’ve probably 
played a humbucker-equipped 
Tele, but the Cabronita sounds like 
neither. The Fideli’Trons have the 
feel of hot-rodded hellhounds, and 
have a startling impact. The bridge 
pickup takes the familiar Tele 
snarl and amps it up, a particularly 
tasty proposition when given a 
taste of drive. The neck position, 
meanwhile, has an impressive 
depth, which is especially effective 
when dishing out vintage rock, 
reverb’d twang and filthy funk. 

Pairing those pickups with 
that chunky slab of tonewood, 
through-body string anchoring 
and hardtail bridge makes for a 
revelatory playing experience. 
The Cabronita has an animalistic 
quality, resonating so sweetly it 

feels like you’re playing directly 
from the gut. With no distractions 
– a volume knob and pickup 
selector are all you get – this is a 
visceral guitar that channels the 
best the Custom Shop has to offer. 

After all its years in production, 
and with so many models already 
out there, you’d have thought that 
there was nowhere left for the Tele 
to go. The Cabronita proves that 
there’s plenty of fun still to be had 
with Leo Fender’s first design, and 
that its boundaries are yet to be 
found. Spirited, endlessly playable 
and extremely difficult to put 
down, the Cabronita is a Fender 
unlike any other, and thankfully, 
one most of us can afford. 
Rob Power

THE Cabronita’s Fideli’Tron 
pickups act like single coils 
smothered in super-hot 
chilli sauce, adding a bit 
of body and spice to 
traditional Tele tones

  PICKUPS  

THE C shape maple neck 
is a real charmer, feeling 
instantly familiar yet full 
of possibility, which might 
have something to do 
with that 22nd fret

  NECK  

ONE selector switch, one 
volume pot and a pair of 
humbuckers – what more 
could you really need? 
The Cabronita keeps things 
simple and effective

  CONTROLS  The Fideli’Trons have the feel 
of hot-rodded hellhounds

  FEATURES   
  SOUND QUALITY   
  VALUE FOR MONEY   
  BUILD QUALITY   
  PLAYABILITY   
  OVERALL RATING           
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