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Miroslav

Philharmonik 2 <so00

One of our favourite orchestral packages reaches its second version,
but with more competition facing it these days, can it still stand out?

> IK Multimedia’s original SampleTank-
powered Philharmonik (em92, 9/10) virtual
instrument was built on the first library by
orchestral sampling pioneer Miroslav Vitous. It’s
ten years since it was released, and even longer
since the sample set originally became available
in other formats. In the meantime, IK have
stepped SampleTank up to version 3, delivering
a slicker interface, better effects and tons of new
sample content (cm210, 8/10).

Phil your boots

Miroslav Philharmonik 2 (VST/VST3/AU/AAX/
standalone) is effectively a custom version of
SampleTank 3, and apart from the obvious
omission of the drum Pad Screen, it keeps all of
SampleTank 3’s features in the same locations,
albeit with a full graphical makeover. So, it’'s a
16-part multitimbral design, incorporating a
16-channel mixer with four dedicated auxiliaries,
four dedicated returns and a master output
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section. Each channel has five insert points, and
with 34 effects to choose from, including
familiar IK favourites such as the Black 76 1176
emulation and ConvoRoom convolution reverb
(with a nice new 3D visualisation page), onboard
processing is exceptionally well covered.

The Edit page houses typical sample
playback/synthesis options including keyspan,
sampling type (Resample, Pitch Shift/Time
Stretch or Stretch), filtering, LFOs, velocity

response, envelopes and round robin

options. Importantly, there’s also a dropdown
Element/Articulation selector, which comes in
handy when you’re editing a preset containing
multiple articulations. What you don't get, as
expected, is any access to the underlying
samples themselves.

Further SampleTank 3 features include Live
Sets, for quickly selecting and loading sounds
in a live performance setting, and 98 MIDI
Pattern Presets, which can be triggered from
single keys or dragged into the host DAW for
playback and editing.

Well orchestrated

By default, Philharmonik 2 installs its sound
library into the SampleTank 3 folder, so if you
also have SampleTank 3 installed, the
Philharmonik 2 library automatically becomes
available there, too, loading in ST3’s standard
interface. Philharmonik 2 retains all of vI's



The all-in-one nature
of Miroslav
Philharmonik 2 will

be a godsend to those
on a budget”

sample content and adds a whole new
orchestral sample set. Altogether, it weighs in at
56GB on disk (6GB of which is the Philharmonik
1library) and comprises over 2700 instrument
presets. Like SampleTank 3, it has integrated
access to IK’s Custom Shop, although any add-
on sounds have to be used in SampleTank 3
(which comes with any Custom Shop purchase),
as Philharmonik 2 can only load its own library.

The new library includes solo and ensemble
instruments and lots of articulations. For multi-
articulation instruments, articulations are
switched via velocity (VS), key (KS) or mod
wheel (MW) - this is indicated in the preset
naming, so you always know what you’re
loading. The panel just above the keyboard
toggles between showing the parameters of the
currently selected insert effect and eight Macro
controls, which put salient parameters for the
current instrument at your fingertips.

You'll also find ten orchestral multis (Full
Orchestra, String Ensemble and so on), layering
various instruments on one MIDI channel.

Orchestral manoeuvres
The new library is divided into five categories:
Strings, Brass, Woodwinds, Chromatic and
Piano. The first three are self explanatory, while
Chromatic includes harpsichord, marimba,
glockenspiel, chimes and vibraphone, and Piano
is a concert grand. What you won't find are any
new percussion, choirs, guitars or organs,
although the old ones are still in the v1library.
The most obvious improvement to
Philharmonik 2 over vl s its better, more
abundant selection of articulations. Looking
beyond the multiple articulation instruments
(which are perfectly good for the major playing
techniques) and heading to the various sub-
folders, you'll find instrument presets for most
of those individual articulations. The Ensemble
Violins, for example, include 11 articulation sub-
folders, offering individual bowing directions,
and looped and non-looped patches. Further
goodies include played legatos, glissandi,
intervals and scales, all of which can be
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The villibrary was

New for old

Although there are many similarities
between the Philharmonik 1and
Philharmonik 2 sample libraries, there
are also some significant differences.
First, the spaces in which they were
recorded: Philharmonik 1was recorded
in Prague’s Dvorak Symphony Hall,
while Philharmonik 2 was recorded in
Studio 1 of the Czech National
Symphony Orchestra Studios, also in
Prague. Dvorak Hall’s traditional
shoebox-style space gives almost three
seconds of reverb and a classic warm,
rich, enveloping experience, while
CNSO Studio 1 provides a more
controlled space and a much shorter,
tighter orchestral studio sound.

Next, although both sample sets are
stereo, Philharmonik 1incorporates

invaluable for emulating real strings. What’s
more, if you switch to the Stretch sampling
engine, any articulation can be retimed to match
the track tempo. Crucially, across pretty much
all instruments, the articulations are more
sonically consistent than those of Philharmonik
1, again making the process of orchestra
emulation considerably simpler.

Other things to mention are the 9-foot
Philharmonik Grand piano, which not only
sounds great, but includes ‘eco’ versions that
greatly reduce its 1.5GB RAM footprint. We also
like the Classical Harpsichord and Concert
Marimba, the last offering soft and hard mallet
options, and both also available in ‘eco’ variants.

Given that most orchestral packages are sold
as individual sections, the all-in-one nature of
Miroslav Philharmonik 2 will be a godsend to
those on a budget, as will the inclusion of the v1
library, which provides a full further layer of
helpful alternatives. Despite its extensive sonic
coverage, though, this is certainly no ‘budget’
product, delivering the goods on every level
with its superb samples and the slick, reliable
SampleTank 3 engine. An excellent update.cm
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=/{le=15 Download, €600; USB drive, €647
U]s)=11=1s = From v1 or SampleTank 3/SE, €360+
|8 (o)5154=1 = 1o [=] From other IK products, €480+

recordedinalive
concert hall, with
thelarger space
giving amore
obvious reverb

instrument panning in the stereo
image. This is great for getting quick
results and useful if you don’t know
how to pan orchestral instruments, as
the orchestral layout is built into the
sounds themselves. It is, however, also
a bit limiting, and efforts to pan stereo
sounds across multiple instruments
aren’t always successful. For
Philharmonik 2, the main string,
woodwind and brass instruments are
all centred in the stereo field, making
them far more flexible to lay out.

Finally, Philharmonik 2 has smaller
sections than its predecessor, with the
violins, for example, typically
comprising 14 players - a lot less than
the 23 of v1 - and thus delivering a more
focused sound.

Alternatively

Vienna Symphonic Library
Special Edition Vol 1

N/A » N/A » €295

An affordable, pared-down entry
into VSL's impressive library

Garritan Personal Orchestra 4
cm147 » 9/10 » £99

A more affordable all-in-one
orchestral package that’s well
worth alook

Verdict

m Huge array of articulations with
consistent sound quality

Includes the v1 library

Excellent onboard processing in
SampleTank 3

Patterns library

' \\=E11514 No new percussion sounds

Things have come on a lot in ten years, and
v2 of Miroslav Philharmonik is a hugely
powerful one-stop orchestral shop
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