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hat do you do next 
when the amps 
you’ve built have 
shaped the sound 

of rock guitar over decades? If 
you’re Marshall, then you build 
them all into one amp! With 
the help of software developers 
Softube, Marshall has combined 
some of its most-loved amps 
into 16 digital preamp models, 
added programmable digital 
effects, and squeezed the whole 
lot through an EL34 valve-based 
power amp section. 

The preamps are selected 
from Marshall’s enormous legacy, 
from the 60s-launched 1959 
‘Plexi’ through to 2009’s Haze40 
combo. The preamp section is 
split into four categories: Clean, 
Crunch, Overdrive and Lead, with 
four models in each. 

Standout models include 
Clean Full mode – a powerful 
clean rock sound derived from 
the JCM2000 DSL 100 head with 
a scooped mid and added low 
end. Crunch Vintage fuses the 
1974 combo and ‘Plexi’ head, 
and playing a Strat in the neck 
position with a slight tone roll 
off will get you an authentic 

✮✮✮✮✮

SUMMARY

TG says… Sweet child of binary

For: Iconic sounds, pro features
Against: You could buy a valve amp for this price

MARSHALL JMD100
Enter the world of digital modelling with a host of classic amps in one box

sound that lends itself instantly 
to Hendrix/Frusciante chordal 
embellishments. The versatile, 
mid-rich Overdrive Classic is one 
of our favourite rhythm sounds 
in the JMD100. It’s based on 
Marshall’s JMP1 preamp from the 
90s and laps up stadium-filling 
powerchords from our bridge 
position humbucker. 

Hard rock and metal players 
will be drawn to the Overdrive 
Deep and Detune models, based 
on a JCM800/Bluesbreaker II 
combination and Marshall’s 
Mode Four head respectively. 
They both offer extra gain with 
a reduced mid-range for tight, 
punchy, high-octane riffing. The 
Deep Overdrive has a more 
vintage quality to it, with the 
Detune giving the most modern 
high-gain sound in the collection. 

Setting the Lead Deep sound 
(Bluesbreaker II and Haze40) 
with the gain low and a higher 
master level gives you a smooth, 
thick, classic blues sound that 
has you pulling out your best 
Clapton impressions, while 
cranking the Lead Modern model 
practically forces us into playing 
the intro to Sweet Child O’ Mine.

Conclusion: Digital models 
are a first for Marshall but, 
with Softube, it has created a 
diverse mixture of classic and 
contemporary tones that on the 
whole react in a faithful way to 
that of a true valve amp. Last 
year’s more affordable all-valve 
MA Series (from which Marshall 
supplied a cab for this review) 
might deter purists, but with 
additional pro features like 28 
programmable scenes, series/
parallel FX loop and MIDI control, 
it’s clear that this series is aimed 
at a different type of player.
Stuart Williams

The JMD:100 is 
full of classic 

Marshall sounds

At a glance
Marshall JMD100 head

TYPE: Hybrid head
OUTPUT: 100 watts
VALVES: 4x EL34, 1x ECC83
CONTROLS: Preamp, gain, 
EQ, volume, mod, delay, 
reverb, presence, master
SOCKETS: In, speaker, pre 
out, line in, phones, f/switch
WEIGHT: 20kg
DIMENSIONS: [HxWxD] 
310 x 750 x 220mm
CONTACT: Marshall 
Amplification 01908 375411
WEB: www.marshallamps.
com

Features ■ 
The JMD100 gives you 
pro features including 

digital effects, a series/
parallel FX loop and 28 

setup memories

■฀Valve power section 
The preamps are digital 
but the power stage is 
driven by four EL34 valves 

“THE PREAMPS ARE SELECTED 
FROM MARSHALL’S ENORMOUS
LEGACY, FROM THE 1959 ‘PLEXI’
TO 2009’S HAZE40 COMBO”

■฀Marshall tones 
Iconic tones from 
the ‘Plexi’, JCM800 
and JCM2000 are all 
modelled within the 
preamp section

£800
(head)

£293
(cab)

DROP D TUNING
Tune or ‘drop’ the sixth 

string (normally tuned to 
E) down to D instead. This 

is a common tuning in 
metal because the bottom 
two open strings form an 
easy-to-play powerchord

LESSON
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LISTEN TO YOUR 
INFLUENCES’ 
INFLUENCES!

Listening to your favourite 

bands’ influences is 
always a great way to 

expand your knowledge. 

Eg, if you love Nirvana, 
check out the Pixies!

TIP
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