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ROLI Seaboard Rise
49 | £949

The Rise just got two extra octaves! Dan JD73’
Goldman looks at ROLI'’s latest Seaboard model

INCLUDES AUDIO
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WHAT IS IT?

4-octave slimline MIDI
controller featuring
silicone multi-dimensional
‘keywave’ keyhoard

CONTACT

Who: ROLI
Tel: +44 (0) 2078129985
Web: www.roli.com

1 The extra two octaves
increase playability

and practicality

2 Offers an innovative new
approach to keyboard
playing/sound triggering

3 Solidly built and more
slimline compared to other
4-octave controllers

ast year | was very impressed

by the Rise 25, ROLI’s more

affordable version of their

flagship Seaboard Grand, and
| again commend any company that are
brave enough to attempt the reinvention
of the standard keyboard. The only real
downside was its 2-octave keyboard but
this is addressed with the Rise 49. I'm
really digging the current crop of
49-note keyboards (Prophet-6/JD-XA
etc) as they strike a nice balance
between portability and playability and
the Rise 49 scores highly here due to its
low profile, portable, yet tough design
(though it remains to be seen how the
keywave sensors and surface will stand
up down the line).

Like the Rise 25, the left side
houses connections for a sustain pedal,
an external power adaptor and two USB
connectors (DIN MIDI via a breakout
cable would have been great too). The
Rise 49 can be powered via USB, an
external power adaptor or by the built-in
rechargeable battery (charges over
USB). One of my criticisms of the Rise
25 was it relied on being tethered to a
computer but, now that ROLI have their
own Bluetooth app ‘Noise’, you can go
fully wireless with the Rise range and
any i0S device (no support for Android
currently). | love that you can now roll

up to a gig with any Rise model and an
iPhone/iPad and have a fully self-
contained wireless rig. ROLI also now
include a bespoke soft carrying case
with the Rise 49 (Rise 25 came with
just a polystyrene box), although you'll
still need a full flight case for touring.
Setting up the Rise 49 is a breeze
— register at ROLI's website, create your
user profile on the MY ROLI section,
confirm your email and download the
content for PC or Mac (or grab the free
Noise app from the Apple App Store).

You'll then receive the software manual,
the MPE (Multidimensional Polyphonic
Expression) capable Equator sound
engine software and ROLI's Dashboard
App for setting up the Rise 49 from
your computer’s desktop.

Rise and shine

On the left of the Rise’s front panel are
a combined mode/power switch and
white backlit performance controls. The
switches/sliders are made from soft
black silicone rubber (like the
‘keywaves') and are smooth/grippy.
The power switch changes colour to
denote the operating mode (Expression,
MIDI or Bluetooth) and there’s an
assignable XY touchpad for controlling
multiple sound-shaping parameters in
Equator or Noise (or it can control
MIDI CCs for other connected DAW
software/hardware MIDI instruments).
Above this are three touch faders with
backlit level strips which take on MIDI
CC duties in MIDI mode and control
three of the Rise’s ‘dimensions’ in
Expression mode — Glide, Slide and
Press(ure). Above these is a switch for
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changing presets in Equator or Noise
and this can also double as a MIDI
program change switch.

The Rise’s five ‘dimensions’ are key
to the Rise’s uniqueness. Strike = MIDI
velocity; Press = aftertouch which can
send channel or poly MIDI messages so
that you can affect all, or each note in a
chord individually; Glide = left to right
finger movement for vibrato/glissando;
Slide = the vertical movement of your
fingers up/down the keys (great for
adding filtering/tonal changes); and Lift
= lifting your fingers off the ‘keywaves’.

The Rise 49 uses the same
keyboard as the Rise 25 (albeit two

The five dimensions of touch allow
sound-shaping that simply cant be
achieved with a standard keyboard

Bring The Noise

octaves longer, allowing you to play full
chords and basslines simultaneously)
and it's made from high-quality
non-toxic silicone rubber which is soft
yet resistant, plus smooth and rubbery!
The ‘black’ keys have white stripes
down their centres for a quick visual
reference point but all the keys are
narrower than on a standard piano
keyboard. While it's great that the black
keys extend down all the way to the
front edge of the white keys in a narrow
ridge (so you can slide smoothly from a
white key to a black key), this will likely
throw off ‘standard’ keyboardists and it
does take some getting used to. As a

As well as the Equator
software, the Rise 49
ships with an 8-track cut-
down version of Bitwig;
but the real breakthrough
is the Noise app which
can work standalone on
an iPhone/iPad, or over
Bluetooth with any Rise
model. Pair Noise with
the Rise on your iOS
device and you have a
self-contained portable
set-up. Latency between

hardware and iOS
devices is minimal and
25 quality sounds are
included, with additional
sound packs available via
in-app purchases.

The Noise interface on
your iOS device looks just
like the Rise hardware
and you have all the
same controls that are
found on the Rise
hardware’s performance
panel, though there’s no

way to deeply edit sounds
at root level (as you can
with Equator). For those
with the iPhone 6S you
can use 3D touch for
pressure (aftertouch)
which is neat, though on
earlier i0OS devices you
are limited to Glide and
Slide and also there’s no
velocity sensitivity
(Strike). Regardless, it’s
great to get a free virtual
Rise and it's fun to use.

bonus, the strips of space above and
below the keys can be used for pitch
slides and glissandos too.

Having five dimensions of touch
available simultaneously via single/
multiple keys (plus all the assignable
left panel control) lets you achieve
sound-shaping that simply can’t be
achieved with a standard keyboard and
this is the Rise’s key selling point. The
‘keywave’ keyboard works well for most
sound types, though you do need to
adapt your technique compared to a
standard keyboard — the biggest
obstacle is the white keys being
narrower than the average finger (due to
the black keys
extending forward
so far) and
consequently you
need to play
chords very
accurately and in a
more claw-like
fashion with the
tips of your fingers in order not to hit
the wrong notes (although it's easier to
play monophonic lines more cleanly).

£949 is a fair price considering the
technology onboard, plus it's built in the
EU and the new Noise software is very
capable. For anyone bored with
standard keyboards, the Rise is an
exciting option that brings to life any
sound type and | feel the future of the
keyboard is in good hands with ROLI.
However, now that I've spent time with
both Rise units, | feel that alternative
models with key spacing matching
standard keyboards would expand the
appeal of the Seaboard ranges greatly
and simultaneously eliminate the need
for keyboardists/pianists to adapt their
playing styles/techniques. FM
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The extra two octaves and wireless
capability with the Noise app make
this an appealing package.

Hardware: 49-note
(4-octave) ‘keywave’
keyboard, 2 touch ribbons,
5 dimensions of touch, 3
touch faders, Octave
Switch, Power/Mode Switch,
Preset/Program Change
Switch

1/0s: Continuous pedal
input (1/4" jack), USB B
port (MIDI out and power),
USB A port (for charging
peripherals), 9-12V 2A DC
port

Internal battery

Full MIDI compatibility over
USB and Bluetooth

System requirements:

0S X 10.8+ / Windows 7+ /
i0S, Intel Core i5 2.5GHz or
faster recommended, 4GB
RAM, 2GB available disk
space for Equator
installation

Included accessories:
Equator and Bitwig 8, ROLI
Dashboard for tweaking
settings, Bespoke carrying
case, USB cable

Dimensions

834 x 210 x 22.86mm
Weight

5.5kg

ALTERNATIVES
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Haken Continuum
£5,529

The Continuum (like
LinnStrument and the ROLI
Seahoards) features a
continuous touch surface
with several touch
dimensions for controlling
MIDI instruments but it
also has its own sound
engine onboard.

www.hakenaudio.com

T

Roger Linn Design
LinnStrument

£1,249

Roger Linn’s innovative and
wearable LinnStrument
offers several touch
dimensions like the Rise
but, instead of employing a
keyboard, it uses 200
multi-touch square pads for
notes and MIDI CCs.

www.rogerlinndesign.com

ROLI Seaboard
Grand Stage

£2,498

61-note version of the
Seaboard Grand, featuring
3D touch (though no Y-axis
like the Rise). Equator runs
natively in the hardware
and there are two pedal
inputs plus balanced
audio outputs.

www.roli.com
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