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Expanding their range of Thunderbolt audio interfaces,
the British audio masters bring us the baby of the family

> The Clarett 2Pre is the newest and lowliest
member of Focusrite’s premium-quality
Clarett family of Thunderbolt audio interfaces.
The front panel hosts two analogue mic/line/
instrument inputs, plus an 8-channel ADAT
optical digital input, while alongside the
Thunderbolt port on the back are four line
outputs, and 5-pin MIDI In and Out ports. The
accompanying Focusrite Control application
enables patching of inputs and outputs, and
configuration of monitoring and channel
settings. Also thrown in is a respectable
collection of plugins by Focusrite (Red2 and
Red3) and Softube (Time and Tone Bundle). It all
adds up to a svelte package that makes the
Clarett 2Pre ideal for the small-scale studio,
where you’re only ever going to want to capture
a single mono or stereo source at a time. It’s
currently only compatible with Mac, although
Windows support is imminent, we're told.

The two front panel inputs are on combi
jack/XLR sockets, each with a Gain knob and a
phantom power switch. The Gain knob has a
surrounding circular light (the ‘Gain Halo”),
which glows green when an input signal is
detected and red when it’s verging on clipping.
The Inst and Air LEDs are activated in the
Focusrite Control software: Inst mode is for use
with guitars and other high-impedance
instruments, and the Air setting changes the
impedance of the mic preamps, giving a

Fast as Thunder

It’s been almost five years since its debut, but
Thunderbolt s finally being adopted as a
mainstream audio interface format. The
Clarett family uses Thunderbolt 1, capable of
transferring data at 10Gbits/sec. More
relevant for most producers, though, is the
very low latency that Thunderbolt affords.
Latency has long been the thornin the side
of the native DAW, leading to the common
problem of playing a note on your instrument
only to hear it come back out of the speakers
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“transformer resonance effect” that enhances
the mid and high frequencies.

The Monitor section on the right hosts the
headphone jack and volume knobs for the main
Monitor output and the headphone output. The
sources for each of these are configured in the
Control app, and they can be separately
assigned as stereo pairs for a discrete foldback
headphone mix, or mirrored on the same pair of
outputs. You can also mix in some of the direct
input signal if required, but - as explained in Fast
as Thunder - most of the time the Thunderbolt
interface allows you to monitor through your
DAW, with plugin effects, with no noticeable
latency anyway.

Nothing to wine about

The immediate appeal of the Clarett 2Pre lies in
its ease of use, solid integration with the Control
software, and excellent sound. The mic preamps
are as clean and quiet as you'd expect from
Focusrite - it's what they do, after all - and boast
a dynamic range of 119dB. Combined with the
recently improved Clarett AD converters, the
results are truly impressive for a device at this
price point, and the Air feature really does open
up the sound of vocals and other sources.

For many, the biggest draw of this diminutive
box, though, will be the sheer speed of the
Thunderbolt interface and its proprietary
drivers, which can give very low play-through

slightly later, like an echo, and ruining your
ability to keep a solid groove. The usual
workaround is to use direct monitoring,
letting you listen to your input with no delay,
but also no plugin effects.

With a 128-sample buffer on the 2Pre, we
got round-trip latency figures in Ableton Live
as low as 7.32ms at 44.1kHz, 3.69ms at 96kHz
and just 2.20ms at 192kHz. So long as you
don’t add any latency-heavy plugins to the
recording chain, the response is near-instant.

latency, thus making it thoroughly problem-free
to use, say, software amp sims on your guitar
tracks while you're recording.

The Clarett 2Pre packs serious punchin
terms of both speed and quality, making it a
very appealing prospect indeed for project
studios. Mobile musicians, however, might be
disappointed to learn that it can’t be bus-
powered by the host Mac, so you do have to
plug into the mains to use it.cm

uk.focusrite.com
Alternatively
Universal Audio UAD Apollo Twin
cm204 »10/10 » £729

Includes superb DSP-powered
UAD plugins and now comes
ina USB 3.0 Windows version

Resident Audio T2

N/A» N/A» £219

Similar in front-panel design to
2Pre, this one’s bus-powered and
cheaper, but not as full featured

Verdict

m Capable of very low latency
Quality mic preamps with added ‘Air’
Good build quality

Very easy to use

Well-integrated mixer software

A\=£1314 No Thunderbolt
cable included
Needs external power supply

Focusrite’s attention to quality shines
through with this relatively affordable,
gorgeous-sounding, incredibly fast
10-in/4-out Thunderbolt interface
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