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Zildjian

ZHT Cymbals

From £59 | A new mid-priced series
with a spanking new alloy. Geoff Nicholls
tastes Zildjian's latest bronze recipe...

ildjian refers to their budget
cymbals, which include the new
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PRICES
Zildjian ZHT
cymbals
Rides £153
Crashes  £88-127
Crash/ride £127
Splashes  £59-70
Hi-hats  £158-176
Minihi-hats

£118-140

EFXs £109-127
Chinas  £109-127
CONTACT
Yamaha-Kemble
Music Ltd
Sherbourne Drive
Tilbrook
Milton Keynes
MK7 8BL
Telephone
01908366700
Website

www.zildjian.com

/HTs, as sheetbronze. Thisis to
distinguish them from their pro cymbals,
which are formed from individual
castings. Sheet bronze cymbals were
previously made from B8 bronze, with
its low tin content of eight percent.
Zildjian's cast cymbals have 20
percent. The new ZHTs splitthe
difference with B12 — 88 percent
copper and 12 percenttin. That
extrafour percent gives the ZHTs
‘increased musicality’ compared to
previous budget efforts.

So how does this manifest itself?
Well, they're a great silvery gold
colour, which gives thema pro look.
They have broad, even lathings and
regular hammerings, top and bottom. As
forthe sound, let's take alisten...

Crashing out

Starting with the crashes these comein
14",16" and 18" diameters and a good
selection of weights. There are four 18"
crashes - Fast, Medium-Thin, Rock and
crash-ride. The 18" Rock is bright and
loud, with a penetrating, rounded tone,
almost orchestral. The 18" crash-ride is
pretty close, but a little heavier and
brighter. You can crash it and continue
riding without losing stick definition,
whichis clean but thick. The bellis the
best of the bunch too.

The 18" Fast is deeper and smoother,
quicker to respond and shorter in decay.
The 18" Medium-Thin is deeper still, quite
silky but with more body. This oneiis
probably my favourite. The same applies
tothe equivalent16"s. They are uniformly
good with quick attack and harmonious
decay. Even the final, lingering overtones
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areless

discordant thanis
usual for mid-priced
cymbals. The single 14"
Fast crashis surprisingly full-

bodied, again smooth and fast, with a
higher pitch. This full character reaches
right downto the 10" and 8" splashes too.

Going for aride

An enjoyable set of crashes then, but
moving on to the rides was disappointing.
With budget kits it's the snares that don't
cutit, with budget cymbals it's usually the
rides. Accordingly, the ZHT rides were my
least favourite of the series. The 20" Rock
and Mediumrides are fine to play - the tip
of the stick elicits a thick tone with an
agreeable feel — and the fundamental
pitch of each cymbal, whichis slightly
lower on the Medium, is ok. But then
there are brassy, clangy overtones that

The 16" crashes are uniformly good with
quick attack and harmonious decay. Even the
final, lingering overtones are less discordant
than is usual for mid-priced cymbals.
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The 20" Flat ride is a surprise
addition and has@ zinging electro
sound that will appeal to some.
i u

scream ‘budget cymbal’.
The thirdride, a 20" Flat,
was the most puzzling. It
sounds as thoughit's being
distorted through an electronic
processor. It doesn't go ‘ting’, it goes
‘zing'. Infact, it goes ‘zzzziiiinnggg', like an
electricrazor. If you want a dark electro
sound, this might be your dream cymbal.
As atraditional flat, however, it's a weird
one. It has crisp stick response though,
which you would expect from a Flat.

Choose a hat
On the hi-hat front we have no less than
six pairs. Three are standard 14"s, then a
13" and two mini pairs,an 8"and a10".
The standard 14" pair is as good an all-
round pair of hi-hats as I've heard.
There's a perfect blend of dark and bright
and no horrid overtones - clear and
strong, with awarmtone. The 13" pair
gives alittle extra bite, but | think the 14"'s
just about edge it for me. The 14" Rock
hats are a fraction heavier and louder,
however the contrast with the 14"
Mastersound hats is sensational. These
have a wavy edge bottom cymbal which
changes the response drastically. The
cymbals are higher in pitch and, when
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The rich golden

® traditional finish,
hammeredsurfaces

= and fully lathed tops
and bottoms give the

/HTsaclassy look.

B12 might sound like a vitamin
butit'sactually Zildjian's new
bronze formulation, which gives the

half-open, the sound
sizzles like a pan of
bacon. Evenwhen
closed, the bottom
cymbal makes a difference,
adding arasping, toppy
sibilance. The pedalled sound is
also crisp so if you need this sort of
brazen cut, these are the fellas,
thoughthey're tricky to play softly.
That leaves the two disappointing mini
hi-hats. Although individually each
cymbal seemed fine, when paired up
both sets produced squeaky overtones |
couldn't getrid of. Increasing the foot
pressure only made them worse. The 10"
set had the better tone, the 8" being
especially shrilland brittle. It's a shame,
as these should be cute, but | don't know
how you'd get past the overtones.
Toendonahigh, I liked the EFX
cymbals. There'sal6"and 18", which are
thinnish and have geometric shapes cut
out of them. The resultis a trashy sound
halfway between a normal crashand a
China. They're both intriguing and the 18"
works as adirty ride too. Finally, there are
two cool chinas, 16" and 18". They sound
more strident than the EFXs, but not too
painful, more trashy than abrasive. [
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ZHT's more sparkle and musicality.

/
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So, a mixture of desirable and just-about-ok to my ears. The
cymbals look serious and the pricing is between budget and
pro, which is exactly right. | happily took some crashes and
hi-hats out on a gig, but | passed on the rides. The hi-hats felt
genuinely pro, but once the volume was up | found the
crashes didn't quite have the presence and projection of
more expensive top models. Fair dos, their tone remained
sweet. Zildjian says the ZHT is its most musical sheet bronze
series yet and | have no trouble agreeing.

Zildjian's best, most musical stab at a sheet bronze
cymbal range ever.

Q The rides and mini hi-hats offer unpleasant aftertones.
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TAKE THE

VIG FIMGH
GHALLENYE

VIG FIRTH
INJEGTION
MOLDS THEIR
NYLON TIPS
ONTO THEIR
olIGKS!

This exclusive technology allows
Vic Firth to truly guarantee that

our nylon tips won’t break or fly
off the stick — in fact — the wood
will break before the nylon tip!

IT’S FREE! ;
We’re so confident our tips won’t

break, that we’re going to give

you an extra pair of sticks to

prove it. For a limited time, buy

3 pair of Vic Firth 5AN or 5BN and

get a 4th pair FREE. Visit your _
local music store to take the T
challenge today!

WHEN IT MATTERS, ASK FOR VIC FIRTH
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