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AVID PRO TOOLS + ELEVEN RACK £759

Avid Pro Tools
+ Eleven Rack =

A rackmount source of amps and effects, plus the
industry standard recording software by Trevor Curwen

efirstlooked at the
Eleven Rack backin
2009, but there have

been changes since then to
warrant us taking another
peak, notably the introduction
of an expansion pack. This
latest Pro Tools + Eleven Rack is
aimed squarely at guitarists —
bundling the Eleven Rack with
that Eleven Rack Expansion
Pack and a full version of Pro
Tools 10, the very latest
incarnation of the industry
standard recording software.
Effectively an audio and
MIDI interface with guitar
amp and effects processing
built right into it, the Eleven
Rack canbe used as the nerve
centre of a Pro Tools recording
system (or any other recording

software) using a USB
connection to computer and
canbe used for recording
guitar, mic or line-level signals.
It canalso be used to re-amp
previously recorded work.

Asastandalone unit the
Eleven Rack is equipped with
awhole range of outputs for
routing its onboard sounds to
recording equipment, a mixing
desk, PA or amplifier.

While most connections are
neatly tucked away round the
back, the guitar input, mic input
and headphone output are right
where you need them on the
front panel, alongside an output
that you use to hook up an amp.
The front panel is neatly laid
outinlogical sections and the
clear display has various modes

that you can select depending
on what you need it to show,
including alarge readout of the
number of the currently
selected rig that can be easily
read across a darkened stage.
The sounds are arranged in
programs known as ‘rigs’ - 208
in all, half factory presets, half
user-programmable. Each is
created from a chain that
includes amp, cab and several
effects blocks - volume, wah,
distortion, modulation, reverb,
delay, FX1and FX2. The active
effectin each block canbe
chosen from a variety of models
including emulations of genre
classics - Big Muff, Echoplex
and so on. The order of the
elements in the signal chain is
very flexible and there’s also an

FX loop so thatyou can
physically insert your own
hardware pedals into the chain.
Editing of the rigs is swiftly
carried out by an array of six
soft knobs below the display. In
the first instance these are
assigned to the selected amp’s
controls for quick sound tweaks
butindividual effects blocks
can be called up for editing by
pressing and holding the
switches on the right of the
front panel, which can also turn
each effect on and off for the
selected rig. All of thisis pretty
straightforward but, with Pro
Tools running, you also get an
onscreen graphical editor with
dragand drop functions that
make the process quicker.

Sounds
Playing through the unit offers
plenty of the dynamic push and
pull responsiveness youw'd
expect from areal amp, thanks
to the quality of the modelling,
but also the True-Z input
circuitry, which can change the
input’simpedance to match
how it would be if plugging into
areal amp or effect.

The amp models don’tinclude
ahuge number of different
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RECORDING

The Rivals

The Line 6 equivalent of the
Eleven rack is the POD HD
(£629), the flagship of its HD
line, which features 22 amp
models and over 100 effects
from the M-Series
processors. The Fractal
Audio Systems Axe-Fx Il
(€290) is the rackmount
guitar amp simulator and
studio effects processor that
sets the standard for all the
others and won a Guitarist
Gold award in issue 349. It
features four channels in/two
channels out USB audio
streaming and 384 rewritable
factory presets.

makes but what’s there covers
avery wide range of tones. The
original Eleven Rack had amps
from Fender, Marshall, Vox,
Mesa,/Boogie and Soldano. The
expansion pack adds more
Fenders and Marshalls, gives
you anice array of Avid’s own
custom amps, plus Matchless
and Bogner models, and an
Ampeg SVT for bassists. The
tonal range hasbeen further
expanded by the eight new
cabinets (including an Ampeg
8x10,aFender Champ’s eight-
incher and the 2 x 12 array from
aRoland JC-120), plus there are
two more virtual mics (both
dynamics that are great for
capturing the bottom end) and
five new effects.

For performance you geta
front-panel tap tempo button
and various possibilities for
remote switching and
parameter control, although
there’s only one input so you
can either plugin an expression
pedal or a dual footswitch.
However, if you wish to make
the most of the unit on stage
add a MIDI foot controller and
youwll be spoilt for choice with
switching options.

Asan audio interface, the
Eleven Rack has a decent mic
preamp builtin and is capable
of recording up to eight
simultaneous channels of

Foot-control options are limited with
a footswitch, but hook it up to a MIDI
controller and youre spoilt for choice

audio, although for recording
guitar you'd perhaps only really
beinterested in recording two
tracks to your DAW - the
Eleven rack outputs amono dry
guitar track simultaneously
with a stereo track complete
with all of the onboard
processing. This gives plenty of
scope later should you wish to
change the sound during
mixing as the dry track canbe
sent back to the Eleven Rack
and re-recorded witha
different sound. If you use Pro
Tools as your DAW thereis a
nice practical tie-up with the
Eleven Rack in that you can
embed the Eleven’s current Rig
settings into a Pro Tools audio
region as you record them. The
settings can be re-loaded back
into the Eleven Rack directly
from Pro Tools - extremely
useful if you need to re-record
some of a guitar part at alater
date or just want to exactly
duplicate the sound.

There’s not the space here to
give a full review of the
capabilities of the Pro Tools 10
software itself but it will put the
means at your disposal to
compose, record, edit, and mix
your music. As well as audio
recordingyou get aset of virtual
instruments and many tools to
manipulate sound including the
ability to adjust pitch and time

on the fly with elastic pitch and
elastic time.

Verdict

Such a tidy range of amp and
effectsin arackmount unit
with multiple outputs and a
computer connection makes
the Eleven Rack an ideal studio
tool for anyone who records
guitar regularly and needs a
wide range of tones, but it
easily adapts to stage use so
thatyou canlinkituptoa
power amp and have your
exactrecorded tones on stage.
This current incarnation is a
particularly good deal as you
also get the recording software
used in studios worldwide - all
the sounds and the means to
record them in one package
can’tbebad.

The Bottom Line

We like: Connectivity for use
in a variety of scenarios;
sounds respond nicely to
playing dynamics; latest
version of Pro Tools included
We dislike: Can either use
expression pedal or
footswitch — not both
Guitarist says: All you'll
need to record guitar and
more on your computer

Avid Pro Tools +
Eleven Rack

PRICE: £759

ORIGIN: China

TYPE: Hardware guitar recording and
effects processing system
PATCHES: 208 Rigs comprising

of 104 factory presets and 104

user memories

CONNECTIONS: Guitar input, jack
stereo headphone output, jack line
input (L, R), jack output to amp one
(left), jack output to amp two (right),
FX Loop send jack (L/Mono, FX Loop
return jack (L/Mono, R) - all standard
jack. XLR mic input, XLR main output
(L, R). MIDI'in, MIDI out/thru,
AES/EBU digital 170, s/pdif digital 1/0,
USB, expression pedal/external
footswitch socket

USB AUDIO: Eight channels in/six
channels out

PHANTOM POWER: Yes
DIMENSIONS: 482 (w) x 285 (h)

x 87mm (d)

POWER REQUIREMENTS: Mains
(IEC lead)

AMP MODELS: 19 including Fender,
Vox, Marshall, Mesa/Boogie, Soldano,
Ampeg, Matchless and Bogner
CUSTOM AMP MODELS: 8
SPEAKER CAB MODELS: 15

MIC MODELS: 9

EFFECTS: 24

PRO TOOLS SYSTEM
REQUIREMENTS: 2GB RAM, USB
port for iLok authorisation, 15GB hard
disk space

PC: Avid-qualified PC, Windows 7
Home Premium, Professional, or
Ultimate (32- or 64-hit)

Mac: Avid-qualified Apple computer,
Mac 0S X10.6.8 or Mac OS X Lion
Avid UK

01753 655999

www.avid.com
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Test results

Build quality Jokk ok
Features Fkokk
Sound . 0.0.0. 08
Value for money 2.0.2.2.8/
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