Rated

Channels
Unlike many small
valve amps, the Engl
has two channels

ENGL GIGMASTER15 &5

ither we're getting taller
or amps are getting
smaller. Turns out it's
the latter, and high-end
German manufacturer Engl is
right on trend, shrinking its valve

(here with a GION-40 cab). It's

a king-sized £597 for this squat
setup, but there’s justification

on the spec sheet, with ECC83/
EL84 preamp/power valves, twin
channels and a ‘Power Soak’
that lets you juggle overdrive

and output to perfection. All in

a chassis small enough to make
you feel like Godzilla.

The Gig Master 15 isn’t as
stripped as some valve amps,
and a big advantage for live work
is the option of setting dedicated
gain levels on clean and lead
channels (although we'd have
liked the Z-4 footswitch, another
£77, thrown in). It's not just the
compact dimensions that give

there’s a giggable 15-watt grunt,
while the Power Soak drops the
output to five watts, one watt or
even ‘speaker off’ mode.

It's not a radical departure
from the ‘textbook’ valve amp
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"ENGL HAS SHRUNKEN ITS
VALVE TECHNOLOGY INTO A
CHASSIS SMALL ENOUGH TO
MAKE YOU FEEL LIKE GODZILLA"

i tone, but there’s no doubting its

| sonic character. The clean voice

| has a warm, brown, full-sounding
i vibe that's not a million miles

i from a classic Marshall. It’s got

i useful headroom, but the best
technology into the Gig Master 15 |
! edge up the gain to allow a hint
i of dirt into the mix when you

| hit hard. Nudge the mid boost,

| meanwhile, and you've got a

i world-beating rhythm tone.

results are dug out when you

It can be a battle to get

i valve amps to supply defined

| distortion, and that’s true here:

i fat, frayed, Zeppelin-sized riffs

i tumble from the speakers, but it
| took a fully pumped Treble and

i aTele at the bridge pickup to get
i that ‘hot-knife-through-butter’
lead tone that’s imperative in a

! busy mix. Despite Engl counting

| Megadeth and Shadows Fall

i among its clientele, we have to

! say that you'll need an outboard
pedal to really make this amp
this setup a ‘take-anywhere’ vibe; |
i metal tones. Suddenly, that price
isn't looking quite so ‘micro’..

deliver skull-splitting modern

Conclusion: Valve amps are a
lifestyle choice: they're heavy,
 relatively expensive and lack the
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| presets and effects that help

cover all your bases in a fledgling
band. That said, if raw tone is

i your prime concern, they're still
unbeatable, and this is a damn
i fine example, giving that classic,

warm tone, and sweetening the

i deal with tons of features that
. make it almost as practical as
' a solid state. Factor in the cab

and the footswitch and it's a
heavyweight purchase, but when

| those valves glow orange, the
! pleasure you'll get from the Gig

Master’s undistilled valve tone

should be justification enough.

Valves

Behind that grille,

you'll find ECC83

(preamp) and EL84
(power amp) valves

Power

15 watts is useful
power, but separate
gain/volumeand a
‘Power Soak’ let you
balance filth with

overall output

£161 -

(cab)

TYPE: Valve head
OUTPUT: 15 watts
VALVES: 1x ECC83, 2x EL84
CONTROLS: Gain, Lead
Drive, Bass, Mid, Treble,
Volume, Mid Boost, Channel
Select, Power Soak
SOCKETS: Input, Line Out,
FX Loop, Footswitch,
WEIGHT: 8.4kg
DIMENSIONS: [HxWxD]
200 x 420 x 230mm
CONTACT: Music Force
Distribution 01780 781630
WEB: www.engl-amps.com

Classy valve tone, good flexibility
Quite pricey, not for novices
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