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PRICE
Gretsch Renown ’57 
shell pack:
10"x8", 12"x9", 
16"x16", 22"x18", 
14”x6½" snare, tom 
holder and, for a 
limited period, a drum 
throne, £1,606

SHELL MATERIAL
USA Rock Maple

CONSTRUCTION 
METHOD
Plywood

PLIES
Snare, 10; toms and 
bass drum, 6

BEARING EDGES
30° toms, bass drum; 
45° snare drum

FINISHES       
AVAILABLE
Motor City Blue (MCB)

HOOPS
Die-cast

SHELL               
AVAILABILITY
As in review example

SUPPLIED HEADS
Snare and toms: Evans 
G1 coated batters 
with unbranded clear 
resonants; bass drum: 
Evans EMAD BD batter 
with unbranded coated 
front head

LUGS PER DRUM
Snare, 16; small toms, 
10; floor tom, 16; bass 
drum, 20

TOM MOUNTS
Bass drum mounted 
ball and socket double 
holder

HARDWARE
Drum throne

CONTACT
Fender Great Britain 
and Ireland (GBI),
Robert Denholm 
House, 
Bletchingly Road
Nutfield, Surrey
RH1 4HW
Tel: 01342 331700
Website: 
www.gretschdrums.
com

ESSENTIAL SPEC 

Hands On
Though the kit is supplied with bass drum 
heads removed, it takes only a few minutes 
to attach them and for the drum to begin 
shaking the room. For their size, the 
suspended toms feel quite weighty but this 
is due to the GTS (RIMS-type) mounting 
system which has its fair share of metal and 
more of that lovely chrome. Attaching these 
toms and adjusting them to any playable 
angle is a piece of cake thanks to the excellent 
ball-and-socket mounts. It is possible to tune 
the suspended toms while on the mounts or at 
least do the fi nal bit of tweaking as it is 
possible to turn both drums upside down 
while mounted, if required.

The resonant heads of the toms are given 
just half a key-turn more than those of the 
batters, producing a subtle downward pitch 
bend and, after very little tweaking, the toms 
produce a pleasing tone maintained by a 
perfect balance of bite with the G1 heads and 

The latest addition to the Renown 
family celebrates the giants of the 
American automobile industry of 
the 1950s. This retro-stylised 

Renown ’57 shell-pack takes us back to 
a time which gave us rock’n’roll and, 
coincidentally, was also seen as the heyday 
for Gretsch, one of the world’s most 
respected instrument manufacturers.

Sitting at the top end of the Gretsch range 
are the USA Custom, USA Custom QD and 
Signature kits, all of which are made in the 
USA. Whereas the Blackhawk starter sets, 
mid-range Catalina and the semi-pro Renown 
series are made in Taiwan. Like all drums in 
the Renown series, the Renown ’57 is made 
to the same high standards as their USA 
counterparts and shares many similar 
features. The Renown drums are designed 
for the ‘touring’ drummer and come without 
the sizeable price tag for the privilege of 
owning a heritage-rich kit.

Build
Currently, the drum sizes available are as 
seen in the fi ve-piece review set-up, 
comprising 10"x8" and 12"x9" mounted toms, 
16"x16" fl oor tom, 22"x18" bass drum, 
14"x6½" snare and, for a limited time, a 
colour-matched Gibraltar drum throne. Each 
drum features an embossed aluminium 

GRETSCH RENOWN ’57
£1,606 Dave Holmes takes a retro-styled classic for a spin

chevron dividing the two-tone blue and white 
Motor City Blue lacquer, and at the centre of 
each white portion sits an aluminium Gretsch 
logo. Each piece of metal work, including the 
die-cast rims, snare throw-off, mountings etc, 
has been triple chrome-plated.

Gretsch suggests a break with standard 
drum design and construction, but, in essence, 
this simply refers to the fi nish and external 
features. Under the ‘hood’, things are 
especially Gretsch-like; here we see the 
familiar ‘silver sealer’, a rounded 30° bearing 
edge, 6-ply maple shells for the toms and bass 
drum, whereas the snare has 10 plies and the 
bearing edge is machined to 45°. Each of the 
toms and snare batters are fi tted with the 
quality Evans G1 heads, while the bass drum 
has the excellent Emad batter featuring their 
external dampening system.

The colour-matched blue hoops of the 
beefy 22"x18" bass drum feature rounded 
edges for a snug fi t within each of the die-cast 
bass drum claws. The claw gaskets are one of 
the most effective designs I have seen. These 
are shaped to follow the contours of the bass 
drum rims. They also have an in-built sleeve 
through which the tension rod passes and 
isolates it from the claw itself. As on all the 
tension bolts in this kit, each of these have a 
nylon washer for smooth tensioning and to 
help avoid detuning. 

TENSION BOLTS
have a nylon washer to 

help avoid detuning

HOOPS ON THE
beefy 22"x18" bass drum 

are colour-matched

EACH PIECE OF
metalwork has been 
triple chrome-plated

drum design and construction, but, in essence, 

RECOMMENDS
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TRY IT WITH...

PAISTE FORMULA 602
These glassy, classy cymbals 
could provide the perfect 
accompaniment. 

GIBRALTAR 8600
Hardware Pack. Quality 
fl ush-based stands with an 
instant retro chic appeal.

warmth from those maple shells. 
After the tensioning process, the fl oor 

tom goes up on those chunky 12.7mm legs 
and the memory locks keep it in position 
ready for the next gig. 

Experimenting with the snare clearly 
demonstrates how versatile this drum is; from 
a lower tension it gives a woody ‘thwack’, blip 
the tension bolts up a turn or two and this 
drum produces a raspy crack to rival some 
top-dollar snares. 

Verdict
It must have been tempting for Gretsch to 
‘pimp’ the drums; instead they have created a 
kit which is tasteful, unique and lives up to the 
Gretsch name. When judging the price tag, 
bear in mind this set-up does include an 
extremely good snare and a stool – which for 
this level of kit is good value for money. 

Rating ✪✪✪✪✪

Rather than just ‘pimping’ 
the drums, Gretsch have 

created a kit which is 
tasteful, unique and lives 
up to the Gretsch name

KIT IS FINISHED
in a two-tone Motor 
City Blue lacquer
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