VOX VALVETRONIX VT80+
GUITAR AMPS
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VOX VALVETRONIX VT80+ £342

Vox Valvetronix VI80+::..

Vox's impressive range of digital modelling amps enjoys
amajor overhaul that includes a meaty injection of
additional and expanded features by Simon Bradley

he expansive range of
I Vox Valvetronix amps

has always deserved
attention, not only because of
their impressive collection of
quality sounds and features, but
also because they have the
distinct advantage of echoing
one of the most classic noisebox
liveries in rock 'n’ roll history.
Updated and uprated, there’s
now even more to enjoy in the
new VT+range.

For starters, the outputs of
the four amps in this upgraded
range have, in relation to their
price points and associated
markets, been increased, so this
VT80+ takes over from the
VT50 as the highest-rated 1x 12
combo: the choice is capped by
the 2x12VT120+.

Inshort there’s more of
everything. All VT+ units
feature 11 extra amp models,

13 more effects - including
three types of reverb — and
anincrease to a whopping

99 presets compared to the
original VT’s 66.

Vox states that there are 33
amp models in total - a number
equating to the three versions
of the 11 basic choices, which
are then split, either between a
trio of sub-sections in channel
select mode (standard, special
and custom, selected via a small
button) or, in preset mode,
basic, effect and song - the
latter alluding to a range of
sound-alike tones based on
classic tracks from rock, metal
and blues history.

The selection of amps on offer
is certainly less confusing on
the VT+and, good though the
Express Train and UK 25th
models onthe old VT are, the
options here make much more

sense. You know exactly what
you're getting with US High
Gainand Vox AC30, for example.

We ask Vox product
development manager Dave
Clarke to give us an overview
of how the modelling process
actually works.

“We designed our own
unique system in which our
DSP experts capture the
essence and soul of an amplifier,
take a digital snapshot of itand
then store it away,” he says.

“It’s a painstaking process,

that takes weeks of listening,
A/B-ing and tweaking until the
models are perfect.”

You can save up to eight
completed tones within two
channels of four presets and the
process of choosing, editing and
ultimately saving tones is very
straightforward once you’ve
gotyour head around the amp’s
basicinfrastructure.

A major USP of the VT and
VT+ ranges is the provision of
al2AX7valve. We’ve explained
it many times over the years, so
let’s have an official recap.
Clarke: “It’sa popular
misconception that the valve is
used in the preamp; it’s actually
used in the power section,” he
explains. “Our Valve Reactor
design takes the 12AX7,
configures it as a small low-
powered push/pull tube stage
and uses a transparent solid-
state power stage to amplify
things to a usable level.”

A power level control on the
front panel allows you to alter
the amp’s output without
interfering with the volume
balances of your own presets,
and there’s also now a noise
reduction system and an
onboard tuner.

The higher gain models are always
fun to play with, and the VT+ provides
more than its fair share of dynamic
sag and spongy attack

Sounds
We decided to dive right inand
go through a choice of the song
presets. Their authenticity does
depend on what guitar you
happen to be using - for
example, a Strat is far more
convincing with the Foxy Lady
and Smoke On The Water tones
- but the sounds on the whole
are as good as we remember.
The higher gain models are
always great fun to play with,
and the VT+ provides more
than its fair share of dynamic
sag and spongy pick attack. UK
Metal is the most convincing

for modern styles as it provides
abalanced mix between sheer
low end and high gain treble,
and it’s probably no surprise
that Enter Sandman is among
the song choices for this model.
The Org Phaser is great with
the more subdued amps and,
with ahigh speed settingand a
Les Paul’s neck pickup, it gives
the US 2 x12 model the perfect
sound to recreate the keyboard
intro to Zep’s No Quarter.

TheRivals

The Line 6 Spider IV 75
(£274) features 16 amp
models and oodles of artist
presets, while the new
DigiTech Fusion 75XD (price
TBC) offers 24 amp models
and 37 effects in 20 presets.
Peavey's Vypyr 75 (£318) is
loaded with 12 amp models
and 22 effects; plenty of
choice, then.
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The onboard effects add real depth

Our Hendrix fantasies are
realised by playing a Strat
though the UK Rock model
with some Univibe, and
switchingto a Les Paul gives
tones ranging from Angus
Youngto Gary Moore
depending on how much gain
you use. The Gold Drive effect
can add sufficient saturation if
used sparingly, and the Treble
Boost effect works wonders
with the AC30 model for Brian
May’s ultra-thick tone.

Tt may not be quite pokey
enough to cut through aloud
band at battle volume, but it
provides a widely differing

The amp models selection has been widened

It may not be quite pokey enough to
cut through a full band, but it provides
awide array of authentic tones
suitable for myriad styles

array of satisfying tones
suitable for myriad styles. It’s
worth mentioning thatitalso
sounds good through

headphones: good for practise.

Verdict
Aslong as Vox continues to
make improvements and

Model Citizen

Dave Clark from Vox R&D states his case...

“Back in 2004, when we launched our successful AD Valvetronix
range, the market was a very different place; the technology was
in its infancy and competitors were few and far between. We were
never the cheapest, but always prided ourselves on being the
best-sounding.

“Today the market has become saturated, so we took the
strategic decision not to fight at the low ‘$99 amp’ price range,
but to strive to provide more features and a better sound at a
price that is still competitive.

“As with all amplifiers, the proof really is in the listening. We
pride ourselves on our sound quality and realistic amp tone and
dynamics, which means the players buying our amps have a
collection of some of the most revered and often unattainable
amps ever made right at their fingertips.

“Competition is a good thing, it drives us to create ever more
compelling products, with unique and usable features. Has the
Valvetronix story reached its peak? No. Believe me when | say,
we're just getting started...”

refinements in keeping with
those featured on the VT 80+,
its modelling future looks as
bright as ever (see Model
Citizen). This is a complicated
amp, certainly, but never
unwelcomingly so and it
doesn’t take too long to find
your way around the front
panel and come up with some
exciting and authentic sounds.

It can sometimes be difficult
to see the wood for the trees in
the vast modelling amplifier
forest. The new Vox VT+ range
isright up there with the best
from Line 6 and Fender, so be
sure to give them artry.

The Bottom Line

We like: Great tones;
impressive feel; refined amp
model list; overall versatility
We dislike: It doesn't
project that well

Guitarist says: A genuine
improvement on what's
gone before, VT+ means just
that: more amp models and
effects, a better feel and an
increased feature list

Vatvetronix

Vox Valvetronix
VT80+

PRICE: £342

ORIGIN: Vietnam

TYPE: Digital modelling

hybrid combo

OUTPUT: 80 watts RMS

VALVES: Single 12AX7

AMP MODELS: 33 (11 with three
settings for each)

EFFECTS: 26, including three reverbs
and noise reduction

PRESETS: 99 (eight user)
DIMENSIONS: 451 (w) x 438 (h)

x 261mm (d)

WEIGHT (kg/1b):14.1/31
CABINET: 15mm particle board
LOUDSPEAKERS: One Vox

Original 12-inch

CONTROLS: Gain, volume, treble,
middle, bass, master volume and
power level pots, 11-way rotary amp
model selector, pedal effect selector
plus value knob, mod/delay effect
selector plus depth knob and tap
button, reverb select pot, four user
program select buttons with single
bank button, preset button with
manual mode select option, bank
select button, tuner select button
ADDITIONAL FEATURES: Tuner,
aux input, headphones input,
footswitch input

FOOTSWITCH: Optional Vox VFS-5
footswitch (£59.99)

RANGE OPTIONS: The remainder of
the range includes the VT20+
£155.99, the VT40+ £203.99 and the
2x12VT120+ £450

Korg UK

01908 857100
Www.voxamps.com

Testresults

Build quality Jokok
Features Fokokok ok
Sound Fkkk
Value for money Jokkk

GUITARIST RATING %k
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