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Denon DN-
MC6000 | £695

Compact and packed with features, can this new
Denon nudge in front of the controller competition?
Chris Barker warms up his sync finger

It's probably one of the most robust DJ
controllers we've ever seen. The other
significant thing about the MC6000 is
the sheer amount of features Denon
have crammed into this unit, which
has a 6U rack-mountable footprint.
There are a huge amount of audio
I/0 including impressive balanced XLR
master outs and balanced TRS booth
outs. There are inputs too — with four
Phono RCA inputs meaning you can
add a pair of CDJs and vinyl decks and
route them through the mixer of the
unit. The balanced booth output also
acts as an audio send with assignable
sources. So, if you wanted to send and
return an external effects unit using
this, you could. Plus, this booth / send
output also benefits from its own high
hen it comes to DJ and low EQ.
gear, Denon is a brand
that’s been a staple in
clubs and bars for
years, plus they were one of the first
companies to get CDs in the DJ scene
as they became the default tray-loading
CDJ stalwarts. As the rise of digital
DJing continues, never the slouch,

first thing that you notice when
comparing this to the rest of the
market is just how well built it is, with
a really weighty metal construction and
top quality faders, knobs and buttons.

Controlling Sample Deck

WHAT IS IT?

An all-in-one digital mixer,
audio interface and
Traktor-ready D) controller

CONTACT

Who: Denon
Email: info@dm-pro.eu
Web: denondj.eu

Control freak
On the front of the unit you have
control of three-band EQ on both of the

1 Rock-solid construction
2 Standalone digital mixer
works without a laptop

3 Balanced booth / send
output with EQ

Denon have embraced the market and
deliver their new Traktor ready
controller, the DN-MC6000.

With Native Instruments now
building their very own hardware front
end for Traktor with the Kontrol S4, it
seems Denon, like other companies,
will have to work a bit harder to find a

Native Instruments
recently released Traktor
Pro 2, with Sample Deck.
Unfortunately the
MC6000 isn’t mapped
out of the box to deal with
these new updated
features, even though the
buttons labelled ‘SAMP’

deceive you into thinking
it is. But TSI files for
Traktor are appearing
online already and seem
to easily solve this
problem by using the cue
buttons to record and
trigger from the decks that
are playing back. Plus,

whether samples and
such are single shots,
loops and played in their
entirety or just while the
buttons themselves are
held down (stutter play).
This said, there is still
quite a chunk of Traktor
Pro 2 that the Denon isn’t

under the cues might Shift functions change mapped to cope with.

niche for their own Traktor devices. So
what do Denon have to offer? Well. The
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microphone inputs, and even a built-in
echo effect that makes this unit just as
suitable for mobile jocks as it does for

standard club DJs.

Weirdly this front-mounted mic EQ
seems to be in reverse with, from
left-to-right, hi, mid and low controls
— this could be annoying if, when
quickly trying to roll off some low, you
accidently drop the highs on your mic
feed. An odd choice of design.

For four-deck control the MC6000
changes the front colour of each jog

The familiarity of the faders, buttons
and rotaries will be a pleasure to
anyone that has used Denon DJ kit

from blue to red when changing deck A
to B, or deck C to D.

Setup wizard
Setting up the unit was relatively
simple, the bundled Traktor LE [ships
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with Virtual DJ in USA and Canadal
works fine but you soon start feeling
limited by the software and because of
the rich amount of controls — Traktor 2
is a must to get full use of the Denon.
So after a quick upgrade to the latest
version of Traktor 2, | was able to see if
Denon have managed to pull off total
control with this compact unit. Loading
tracks was my first annoyance.

There's a separate browse button,
which enables browsing mode, and
then a rotary dial for browsing up and

down the tracklist. Without entering
browse mode, you can push in the
central rotary button and still browse
the few tracks visible at the bottom of
the screen, or hold shift and use the
Jog wheel to scroll through tracks even
faster, then load tracks by hitting Load
A or Load B. Although, it works
perfectly fine, it's slightly sloppy when
compared to the Pioneer DDJ-T1 and
NI Kontrol S4.

The familiarity of the faders,
buttons and rotaries will be a pleasure
to anyone that has used Denon DJ kit
before and for those that haven't, the
100 year history of the company
should help convince you they really
know what they’re doing when it
comes to building rock solid
hardware. It’s just a shame that
third-party controllers for Native
Instruments’ software are at the
mercy of the software changing
and therefore could potentially
shorten the lifespan of the
MC6000 too.

Costing it up

It is, however, easy to forget
just quite what you're getting
for less than £700 -
especially when you consider
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the competition. The audio quality is
fantastic and the 1/0 is extensive, with
benefits of a Booth / Send output and
two mic channels. Because the Denon
is also a full standalone digital mixer, it
will work perfectly well without laptop
if you connect CDJs or a turntable —
something that the Native Instruments
S4 does not do.

After a while in use the Denon
eventually felt comfortable and sharp
to navigate, but its dual purpose nature
covering Traktor and Virtual DJ software
made it initially a
bit confusing. The
compact
rack-mount nature
is both a blessing
and a curse, |
personally didn’t
have a problem
with it, but friends
who use the NI Kontrol S4 and the
new Pioneer DDJ-T1 found it very
cramped. But it’s certainly a benefit if
you're trying to squeeze into smaller DJ
booths. | would personally find it very
hard to choose whether to go for this
over the alternatives, as although the
price seems fair, this is only included
with a standard version of Traktor LE
and most users will want the full
version of Traktor 2 which to upgrade
will cost an additional 129 Euros.

But, for anyone needing something
flexible, expandable and capable of
anything from mobile DJ work, to
full-blown club DJ, the Denon will take
anything you can throw at it. FM
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With a new Sample Deck mapping,
this could become one of the most
versatile on the market.

USB Audio Interface
2-in/2-out

Mac 0S X Windows XP/
Vista/Win7 Compatible
105mm Jog Wheel

Smooth 100mm long pitch
slider with high 14-bit
resolution
Pitch/Fader/Volume Lock
function

File browse navigation keys
and rotary encoder

Eight Hot Cue/Sampler
buttons

Auto Loop Button w/ Beat
Jump (Loop Cut)

Manual Loop In/Out buttons
Pitch Bend

SYNC key for beat matching
Key Lock on/off button
Independent three-band
channel EQ w/kills
(High-Mid-Low)

XLR Balanced & RCA
Unbalanced Master Output
Master Output Stereo/Mono
switch

Booth Output w/Source
Selector & level control
XLR & 1/4 TRS Mic Inputs
Mic three-band EQ
(High-Mid-Low) for mic 1
and 2

MIDI Mappable control
surface (Faders, knobs and
buttons)

Dimensions:

460x 315x 50mm
Weight:

4.6kg

ALTERNATIVES

Pioneer DDJ-T1
£899

Bundled with their own
version of Traktor LE, the
Pioneer offers familiar
controls, if a little large and
more expensive.

pioneer.eu

Native Instruments
Traktor Kontrol S4

£779

A larger footprint than the
MC6000, but supplied with
a full four-deck version of
Traktor and works flawlessly
with the software.

native-instruments.com
Stanton SCS.4DJ

£399

Brand new and untested,
but this laptop-free DJ unit
could be a usable
alternative to first timers.

stantondj.com
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