
EXCLUSIVE

102 RHYTHM MAY 2011

PRICES 
DW Performance 
Series kit: 
Snare/Tom Pack 2 
(12"x9" tom, 16"x14" 
floor tom & 14"x6½" 
snare), £919;
22"x18" bass drum, 
£600;
10"x8" tom, £261

SHELL MATERIAL
Maple

NUMBER OF 
PLIES
8" tom: 7-ply; 10"-16" 
toms & bass drums: 
8-ply; snares: 10-ply

BEARING EDGES
45° with back cut, 
perfectly cut

FINISHES             
White Ice, Sapphire 
Blue, Black Mirra, 
Ebony Stain, Cherry 
Stain (as pictured)  

HOOPS/RIMS
Triple-flanged hoops & 
matching wood hoops 
on bass drum

SHELL             
AVAILABILITY
Toms: 8"x7", 10"x8" 
& 12"x9"; floor toms: 
14"x12" & 16"x14"; 
bass drums: 20"x16", 
22"x18" & 24"x18"; 
snares: 14"x6½" & 
14"x5½"  

SUPPLIED HEADS
Bass drum: Remo USA/
DW coated/clear batter 
and ebony front head; 
snare: Remo USA/
DW coated reverse 
black dot batter and 
clear snare bottom 
resonant; toms & floor 
toms: Remo USA/DW 
clear/coated batters 
and clear resonants 

LUGS PER DRUM
10" & 12" toms: 6; 16" 
floor tom: 8; 14" snare 
and 22" bass drum: 10 

CONTACT 
Morico Ltd,
Unit 5, Knight          
Properties, Brewery 
Road, Hoddesdon,
Herts EN11 8HF
Tel: 01992 461089
Email: info@morico.
co.uk
Website: www.
dwdrums.com/www.
morico.co.uk 

ESSENTIAL SPEC 

natural presence. In acoustic settings it 
powered through solidly against the usual 
grind of amplifi ed guitars and bass. Miked up 
in a live situation it conveyed low frequencies 
with warmth and aggression.  

The snare fell in step with the bass drum 
perfectly, blending sharp attack with a thick 
woody note. Its physical depth translated into a 
full, throaty response that verged on the 
belligerent when required and was still suffused 
with natural authority at lower dynamics. Each 
stroke was clearly enunciated, the response 
remaining faithful right into the edges. 

A common observation at the drumstar-
studded launch was that Performance Series 
drums ‘sing’. This is particularly true of the 
toms, which combine the sweetest of notes 

DW’s reputation has been built on 
manufacturing high-end hardware 
and custom drums. In recent years 
new ranges of pedals have 

broadened the company’s presence in the 
hardware market, but until now DW’s drums 
have only been available on a made-to-order 
basis. The Performance Series represents a 
new era for the company as it is the fi rst 
range of DW production drums.  

 
Build
Launched in October 2010 by a mass 
gathering of A-list DW endorsees, the 
Performance Series spent over two years in 
development. From the outset, DW didn’t 
want to produce lesser versions of Custom 
Shop DW drums; the new range had to have 
its own sound and look. There are obvious 

design clues that signal the drums’ status. 
Most prominent among these are the Quarter 
Turret lugs which are smaller versions of 
DW’s classic lug. Also scaled down are the 
bass drum claws, which resemble Collector’s 
Series’ claws in every detail except size. DW’s 
iconic logo, which is found on the bass drum 
front head and the individual drums’ badges, 
has been subtly tweaked to distinguish the 
Performance Series from other DW ranges.    

The shells are made from the same stocks 
of North American maple used for DW custom 
drums. A new shell construction method – 
designated HVX – has been devised by John 
Good and is exclusive to the Performance 
Series. HVX shells utilise knowledge gained 
through DW’s existing custom shell options 
such as VLT and X-Shell and incorporates 
elements of them into the design. The majority 
of the available drums (10"-16" toms and all 

DW PERFORMANCE 
SERIES KIT
From £261 DW’s newest range of drums brings the company 
into more accessible territory, fi nds Adam Jones 

bass drums) have 8-ply shells – the exceptions 
being the 8" tom (7-ply) and snares (10-ply). 
John Good reckons HVX shells deliver low 
fundamentals with plenty of natural resonance. 

The review kit was made at DW/PDP’s 
facility in Ensenada, Mexico and the bearing 
edges are precisely cut at DW’s standard 45°. 
A choice of fi ve lacquer fi nishes are available; 
the stunning Cherry Stain of the review kit is 
without a doubt equal to any custom DW 
fi nishes that I’ve encountered.   

 
Hands On 
DW has announced that production of the 
Performance Series is to be transferred to the 
company’s HQ in California, so by the time you 
read this the fi rst US-made Performance 
Series kits should be on their way to dealers. 
This will no doubt add to the Series’ kudos 

(being both DW and American-made); 
nonetheless the drums on review were 
expertly constructed in Mexico. 

Performance Series drums are marketed 
as two tom and snare pack options with bass 
drums and additional toms being bought 
separately. The supplied kit comprises the 
second tom/snare option – 12"x9" rack tom, 
16"x14" fl oor tom and 14"x6½" snare with a 
22"x18" bass drum and an extra 10"x8" tom.   

I’ve always found DW bass drums 
particularly impressive and the Performance 
Series’ kick didn’t disappoint. From the 
moment I attached a pedal, the drum 
produced deep, saturated slabs of low end. 
The only tuning that was required was the 
tightening out of a wrinkle in the front head. 
Like all DW bass drums, this drum has a pillow 
fi tted inside which keeps the sound tight and 
focused without completely smothering its 

Taking a premium brand into a lower 
pricepoint can be tricky, but DW seems to 
have got the Performance Series spot on BASS DRUM

produced deep, saturated
slabs of low end

RECOMMENDS
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TRY IT WITH...

DW 3000 SERIES
hardware. Decent stands and 
pedals that look the part 
without breaking the bank.

SABIAN HHX CYMBALS
Warmth, power and tonality in 
spades plus hammering to 
savour…

with exceptional clarity and smooth decay. In 
fact, this particular trio of toms and their 
spread of frequencies seemed versatile 
enough to cover any conceivable situation. 

Verdict 
Taking a premium brand into a lower 
pricepoint can be tricky – get it wrong and the 
prestige of the name could be permanently 
undermined. However, DW seems to have got 
the Performance Series spot on. 

The kit is located fi rmly in pro territory; 
the standard of the shells and components is 
unquestionably high and the usual DW details 
abound. While being distinctive enough to 
stand alone from other DW products they are 
clearly DW drums. Without testing the drums 
alongside a custom DW kit it’s hard to say how 
they differ tonally, but the sheer quality of the 
sound they produce is on the money. 

Rating ✪✪✪✪✪

TRY IT WITH...

SABIAN HHX CYMBALS

SNARE’S PHYSICAL
depth translated into a 
full, throaty response

KIT’S QUARTER
Turret lugs are smaller versions 
of DW’s classic lug

RHY189.gear_dw   103 3/23/11   5:28:15 PM


