VOX ICE 9 OVERDRIVE £117
EFFECTS

Vox Ice 9 Overdrive s,

Joe Satrianislatest signature pedal is a tasty overdrive
with plenty of classic flavour by Simon Bradley

that any player who uses

high-gain amps would have
any need for overdrive and
distortion stompboxes. Not, it
would seem, if you’re Joe
Satriani. He does have his amps
running fairly hot anyway, but
has always used stompers such
as the BOSS DS-1to add colour,
as well as additional gain, to
create his sound.

The all-new Ice 9 - named
after track two on Satch’s
seminal Surfing With The
Alien album - uses the exact
same footprint as the
Satchurator distortion. The
chicken-head knobs remain
from that design and here
include independent Tone and
Bass controls. “The Bass control
adds extrabottom to the sound
before it enters the drive stage...
Turning the Bass down will
resultin an overdrive tone with
acrisp, extrabite. The Tone
control shapes the sound as it
exits the drive stage,” says Vox.

There’s amicro-switch here
too, designed to give a greater
degree of tone tailoring via
either Vintage or Modern
modes. Satriani himself has had
his fingers deep into this part of
the Ice 9 and the two voicings
relate to genres of pedals rather
than amps. The Vintage mode
is said to use a specially
designed op amp integrated
circuit; the Modern option
utilises a germanium diode for a
tighter, more focussed treble.

The second of the top panel’s
pair of quality footswitches
accesses the More function,
which adds 14dB of volume
boost, and the two neon-blue
status LEDs are unmissable on
any stage or floor.

I tmay seem contradictory

Sounds
Ifyou start with the clean
channelin your amp, in the

Ice 9’s Vintage mode and all the
controls straight up, you’re
rewarded with a hike inlevel
and drive, with a notable punch
in the mid-range that has a hint
of Ibanez Tube Screamer about
it. There’s areasonably soft-
edged furr around notes and
an element of compression to
picking dynamics, which
becomes even more apparent as
you increase the gain of either
the amp’s basic setting, or the
pedalitself. A lot of people will
associate Satch with a fairly
hard distortion sound, but this
will sitin anything from ablues
jamto Southern Rock riffing
with no shame whatsoever. The
more aggressive your pickups,
the more drive and
compression you get.

Stepping on the More option
adds drive rather than mere
volume, giving an extra layer of
thickness and sustain should
you need it. There’e enough
variance in the tone pot to keep
the sound cutting efficiently,
which is a good thing given that
tons and tons of drive can
woolly things up quick smart,
especially with high bass
settings — knock it down a touch
tokeep clarity at giglevels,
depending on your amp.

The difference between
Vintage and Modern modes can

Therivals

The BOSS 0S-2 (£59) gives
everything from a subtle
crunch to a cataclysmic
distortion, while the
DigiTech HardWire CM-2
Tube Overdrive (£94) offers
a choice of Classic or
Modified voicing. For the
ultimate in dual-voiced drive
pedals, try the Fulltone Full-
Drive 2 (£149 approx).

A toneful overdrive that's definitely
more classic sounding than more
modern, harder distortions

seem subtle to begin with;
Modern has a harder edge that
brings some of those picking
dynamics back to the table,
with less apparent
compression to our ears.

The Ice 9 hasitsbest
influence on quality valve
amps. Our tests took in the
new Fender Hot Rod Deluxe
111 from this issue and a
Marshall 2245, both with
positive results thanks to the
tonal range from the bass and
tone pots - warm, full and
articulate, however you like it.

Verdict

Before joining Vox, Satriani
used his BOSS DS-1s and
various Tube Screamers to
shape his sound. We’d see the
Satchurator (see Spec Check)
and thisnew Ice 9 asthe
natural evolutions of those
tones, respectively. Indeed the
Ice 9 is atoneful overdrive
that’s definitely more classic
voiced than more modern,
harder distortions. Subtler and
easier to use thanits sibling, it
straddles some of the best bits
of the venerable Ibanez Tube
Screamer in Vintage mode,
but with more strident attack
and aslightly fuzzier edge in
Modern. It’s certainly not just
for Satch fans!
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The Bottom Line

We like: High build quality;
More function; wide tonal
range; doesn't lack subtlety
We dislike: Very little — even
the price is good!

Guitarist says: Far from just
Satch-in-a-box, thisis a
versatile overdrive for any
rock player not solely
obsessed with gain

Vox Ice 9 Overdrive
PRICE: £117
ORIGIN: Japan

TYPE: Signature overdrive pedal
PROGRAMMABLE: No
CONTROLS: Gain, tone, bass and
volume, Vintage/Modern voice
switch. On and More footswitches
CONNECTIONS: Mono input and
output jacks (6.4mm), PSU input
POWER: 9V battery or optional

Vox PSU

DIMENSIONS: 143 (w) x 121 (d) x
58mm (h)

WEIGHT (kg/Ib): 0.6/1.32

RANGE OPTIONS: Other signature
Satriani pedals from Vox include the
Satchurator distortion (£112), Time
Machine delay (£176) and Big Bad
Wah (£176)

Korg UK

01908 857100
www.voxamps.com

Testresults

Yokkk
2.2.2.0. ¢
Sound 2.2.2.0.¢
Value for money Jokkk

GUITARIST RATING

Build quality
Features
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