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TheMud Flap Girl
is a legendaryUS icon introducedon
car parts in the 1970s. And she suits
PDP’s black snareperfectly
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ESSENTIALS

PRICES
Pacific
SXSeriesAcrylic
Snaredrums
14”x5”Blue £199
14”x7”Mud
Flap £299

CONTACT
Morico Ltd
Unit 5
KnightProperties
BreweryRoad
Hoddesdon
Herts
EN118HF
Telephone
01992461089
Websites
www.dwdrums.com

From£199 | PDP’s newacrylic snares cement its reputation
for cool gear at cool prices,writesJordanMcLachlan

Comingupwithanaffordable
productseries that sitsbelow its
flagship lines isnoeasy task fora

high-endmanufacturer. If thecheaper
stuff isnogood it tarnishes the reputation
of theposhstuff, and if it’s toogood
there’sadangerofbig-moneysales
being lost to thevalue-for-money range.
When it’sdoneright, however,
everyone’sawinner.

Suchhasbeen thecasewithDrum
Workshopand its respectedsub-brand
Pacific.DWkitsare thestuff ofdreams
formany,andso thePacific rangeallows
access tosomeof thatDWflavour
ataprice that’s rathermore
palatable.

It’snotenough
simply tobask in
reflectedglory,
however, andPacific
hashad towin its
ownaccolades.
This theMexican-
built brandhasdone
withavarietyof
excellentandwell-
pricedkitsand
snaresover the
last fewyears.
Added to that,
oneof the
brand’sgreatest
assetshasbeen
itsemerging
personality.
Pacifichas
consistently
comeupwith
drumsof real
character, and
with the recent
introductionofan
arrayofacrylic snare
drums, thebrand
showsnosignof letting
up in theentertaining
instrumentdepartment.

Back to the Future
Drumsare themost traditional of
instruments, yet even todayplastic has
something of the future about it; acrylic
drumswere cool in the '70swhen they

And it’s interesting tofind that
Pacifichasseenfit to introduce
adecentchoiceof sizes in its
SXacrylic snareseries,
catering toa rangeofplaying
situationsandmusical
genres: cute little 10”x6”s,
wide-appeal 14”x5”sand
whackinggreat 14”x7”sare
all represented.

LoudColours
There really is a rainbow to
choose from– thepale blue
14”x5” andblack ‘MudFlap’
14”x7” here are amongst the
most sedate in the series. In
termsof construction, the pair
sharesmuch in common,with
divergence limited to snare throw-
off, size andbatter heads.

Thebluebeautyemploysaneat
throw-offwhose leveroperates in-line
with theshell, Supraphonic-style. It’s a
smallerdevice than thaton the 14”x7”,
and it’s supremelypositive in its action.
Releasingandengaging thesnarewires
happens inslick fashionand there’sa
satisfying ‘click’ as the lever locks inplace
at the topof its travel (withwires
‘switched-in’). Thechunkier throwon the

represented the cutting edgeof design,
now they’re a retro statement that’s
often asmuchabout influences and
history as soundandaesthetics.
Whatever, there’s little doubt that
they’re still cool.

Acrylicdrumswerealways
popularwithawide rangeof
players. Itwasn’t justblustering
heavy rockerswhoappreciated
their variousattributes–Billy
Cobham,MaxRoachandKaren
Carpenterall used thematsomepoint.
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Fit and Finish
is pleasingly cleanonbothdrums,
noticeably on the clear blue 14”x5”.
Neither looks like abudget option

The sheer number of snare drums on offer to players at themoment is
staggering, and often products (however decent) are released that seem
to offer little new.With the SXacrylics range, however, PDP have done us
proud.Wonderful aesthetics coupled with very nice build and finish, and
lovely tones,make for very tempting propositions.Andwhile somemight
shy away from using an acrylic snare as amain drum if they’ve not done
so before, the price at which this pair is availablemakes them– almost –
impulse purchases.Go on, treat yourself.

Great concept, well executed
and at a good price

Won’tmake you
play like Bonham

RATING ★★★★★

MudFlapsnare is rathermore
prepossessingandarguably suits this

biggerdrum’sdimensionsbetter.
Again, operation isassmooth

asyou’d like it tobe, anda
drum-keybolt at the top
of the tensionerallows

foreasier tweaking
of tightnesswith
thesnares in the
‘on’position.

Plastic
Fantastic
The shells are
beautifully
constructed.

Seamsare sited
next to the throw-offs,
where they’re
unobtrusive and
completely smooth to

the touch. The tricky job
of inlaying the bright
greenMudFlap girls round
the shell of the black drum

is to be applauded, as is the
sonic performanceof both
drums. The tight, dry, focussed
retort that you’d expect from
acrylic is all here, but there’s also

enoughharmonic activity to ensure
a nicely lively voice fromeach.

Unusually, the blue drum is fittedwith a
clear batter head– there’s nodoubt that
being able to see all the clean, hazy blue

internals is a treat, and the choice of
head alsoworks as far as your ears are
concerned. The5” depthmeans that the
extra openness offeredby the lack of
coatedplaying surface is kept under
control. Andof course it’s a simple task
to swap to somethingwith a little added
dryness if needbe.

Theblack7" is abelter, too.This time
thecoatedbatter iswell-chosen (the
overtones fromthedeeper shell benefit
frombeing reined ina tad), and the result
is abig, brash rockerof asnare,with
plentyof gutsymid-range tocut through
guitars.While the5” is anice,well-
balanced, funkyall-rounder, the7” is
unsurprisingly thebetter choice for rude
rock’n’roll. In termsof soundaswell as
‘risqué’ lady logos.
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