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Meinl’snewsnarecajon is fromthe
company’sever-expandingworld
percussionrange.Likemanyof

Meinl’scajons, it hasa resonating
rubberwoodbodyandasoundhole
positionedat the rearof the instrument
oppositeanebony frontplateor ‘tapa’.

The frontplate feelsgreatunderyour
hands. Itssmoothandbeautiful vertical
grainfinish felt as though it could take
quiteanaggressiveplayingstylewhile
alsodisplayingaresponsiveandhighly
sensitivesideat lowervolumes too.

Thismodel featuresMeinl’sunique
recessedpaddedsittingsurfaceand four
chunkyrubber feet, soyoucanbesafe in
theknowledge that thecajonwon’t slide
aboutor tipovereasily.Thishelpsduring
performance too,asoneof the traditional
waysofplayingacajon ishaving the front
justupoff thegroundandrestingon just
theback two feet. It alsooffersaneasier
playingangleand,whenalternating
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betweenplayingwith two feetor four feet
down,will bebeneficial foryourback too.

Oneof thefirst thingsyou’ll notice
about thiscajon is that ithasenlarged
dimensionscompared toMeinl’s
standardcajons. It stands51cmtall
(including the feet)and is34cmwideand
35cmdeep.Thissuper-sizedmodel
soundsdeepandresonant.Evenwhen
playedunamplified it kicksouta really
impressivebass tone,whichblends
perfectlywith theopentonesandslaps
whenyouplay towards the topedges.You
canalsoproduce lovely full tonesonthe
sidesof thecajon.Aswithanycajon, the
beautyofdiscovering thesenewsounds
andexperimenting is reallypartof the fun
ofplaying thisunique instrument.

Pedal power
Thebasspedal referred to in thename is
a5cmsteelprotuberancesituatedonthe
bottomleft-handside,asyousit at the

instrument,and thismovesbackand
forth tooperateasprungmechanismthat
connects tosomesnarewiresat the top
halfof thecajon.Thismodel featuresa
fullyadjustableand impressivelysturdy
internal snaremechanismwhichutilises
no less than48strandsofsnarewires,
whicharecutand left tohang freeatone
end.Theseare furthersupportedbya
lengthofVelcro-esquematerial that
prevents thesnarewires fromrattling
whentheyare in the ‘off’ position.This
simple ideaworksextremelywell,
controlling the levelof snaresound
beautifullyandprovidingsizzleandbiteas
thesnarescome intocontactwith the
insideof the frontplate.

Thebest thingabout thiscajon is the
optionofhavingnosnare, just the
slightesthintof snareandthengradually
moreandmoreuntil youhavea full-on
tightsnare response.Asyoupushdown
with thebackofyour footon thepedal the

The cajon ismade from
rubberwoodwith a responsive
ebonyplaying surface.

£269 |Meinl’s latestmodel in their popular box
drum line comes super-sized andboasts an
innovative slant.Charlie Price puts thepedal to themetal.
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It won’t fit in any ofMeinl’s standard bags, although
a dedicated deluxe bass pedal cajon bag is available.

★★★★★RATING

Significant increase in volume and bass tone, ability
to change the soundwhile playing with both hands.

Meinl alreadyproducesoneof the largest rangeof affordable,
durable cajonswithmanydifferent sounding frontboards aswell as
snareor guitar string versions.This newest addition to the range
expandson thesemodels and introduces some interestingnew
ideas that offer thepercussionistmanychoices.Thebigpluswith
thebasspedal cajon is that it’s theonlymodel that doesn’t require
you to stopplayingwith onehand in order to change the snare
sound.Although itmight take a little practice toget used to
operating thepedal, the rewardswill bemore thanworth it.

The cleverly designed
basspedalmeans youcan
control the level of snare

soundwhile youareplaying.

snarewiresmoveaccordinglyand,with
abitofpractice, you’ll bepedalling likea
pro inno time.

Robust andmusical
There isalsoasturdywoodenvertical
supportpost inside thecajon,which
helpsprovideextra integral strength to
thecajonandoverall theconstruction
seemssolidandreassuringlydurable.
I thoughtatfirst that thismodelmight
bebettersuited to loudercontemporary
orelectricsettings–and it certainlydid
producesomeamazingresultswhen
amplified,butdue to the larger-than-
averagedimensions, itwas justaswell
suited toacousticsettings.When
correctlymiked,however, thebasspedal
cajonsoundshuge.

Whenamplifyingacajon,younormally
positionamic to the rearof the
instrumentangled toward thesoundhole,
andwith thebasspedalcajonyoucan
achievea titanicbasskickwithvery little
effortatall. I gotsomegreat results from
overdubbingonarecording recently,
byusingasecondmicaimedat the top
edgeof the tapa.Theengineerwasable
togetexactlywhathewanted fromthe
combinationof the twopositionsand
thankfully, everyonewassmilingwith
the results.

Thebasspedalcajon isoneofMeinl’s
mostground-breakingmodels in termsof
design.Oneslightcriticism is thatas the
cajon isconsiderablybigger than
previoussnaredmodels, itwill notfit into
eitherof theexistingcajonbags–
althoughnewdedicateddeluxebass
pedalbagsareavailable. It is still a really
lightweight instrumenthowever, and the
largersizeshouldn’tposeanyproblems
when it comestocarrying the instrument
inonehandoroveryourshoulder inone
of thenewbags.

The soundhole is at the
rear of the instrument,
whichproducedgreat tones
whether amplifiedof not .
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