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KEY FEATURES

After thesuccessof last year’sPro
MLAkit,Mapexhasnowapplied
theLA treatment to itsSaturn

rangeofdrums.Asyoumayrecall, theLA
configuration takesastandard four-piece
kit and tweaks thekeyelements into
somethinga littlemore radical. ThePro
MLAkitwas receivedenthusiasticallyby
puntersasanall-maple four-piecekitwith
attitude.TheSaturnseriesdiffers from
theProM in that theshells arecreated
fromamixtureofmapleandwalnut,
creatinganunmistakable sonic footprint.

Four drums good…
TheLAshellpack isbuilt aroundasuper
stretched22"x20"bassdrum,which is
undrilled foranyhardwareother than
lugs.Partnering thekick is an
appropriatelydeep14"x7" snaredrum.
A12"x9" rack tom(clampedoff acymbal
stand)anda16"x16"floor tomcomplete
thepackage.Nohardware is included in
theshellpackpriceother than theball

Mapex
SaturnLADrumKit
£1,065 | TheSaturn LAproves that there aremore uses forwalnut than
lining thedashboards of expensive cars, asAdam Jonesdiscovers.

FRUITYBURST
Four impressive sparkle finisheswere
introduced exclusively for the Saturn
LA kits, includingGreenAppleburst.

ESSENTIALS

PRICES
Mapex Saturn
LA drumkit
Shellpackwithout
hardware £1,065

CONTACT
KorgUK
9NewmarketCourt
Kingston
MiltonKeynes
Buckinghamshire
MK100AU
Telephone
01908857150
Website
www.mapex.co.uk

The LA Saturn
kit isessentiallya
Saturnwithasetof
radicalupgrades.

andsocketholderandclamp for the rack
tom,and legs for thefloor tom.A further
shellpackoption is thesamesnare/tom/
floor tomgroupedwithmonstrous
24"x20"bassdrum.This kit couldbe
referred toas thenuclearoption…

TheSaturnshells area thin5.1mmand
aresixplies thickacross thekit. The two
walnutplies formtheouterand inner
layersof eachdrum,effectively
sandwiching the fourbandsofmaple
between them.The influence that the
walnuthason thesound isprofound–
moreofwhich later.

Thedrumsareall sealedbeneatha
choiceof lacquerfinishes, including four
newsparkleswhichareexclusive to the
Saturnseries.The reviewkitwearsa
distinctlygreenexampleknownasGreen
Appleburst. Theotheroptionsare
ElectricBerryburst (purpleypink),
Galaxyburst (silverygrey)andRoot
Beerburst (darkmaroon).While the
eccentricnamesare inkeepingwith the

WestCoast initialsof thekit’s title, they
shouldnotdistract fromhowgood the
lacquers look (if theGreenAppleburst is
anything togoby).Modernspraying
techniquesallowmuch largerflakesof
metal tobeburiedwithin thepaint than
used tobepossible.Biggerflakesofpaint
meanmore light reflectedbackoutof the
lacquer, and theeffect isnothingshortof
stunning. Inside theshells, the
unmistakablepurplishhueofwalnut
meets theeye.

Running rings
Thedrumsare furnishedwithMapex’s
customary low-mass lugs.Both thebass
drumand thesnaredrumhavebeen
allotted 10perhead,which iswhatwe
havecometoexpectonmost
professional level kits.Mapex’s ingenious
ITSsystem, inwhich lugfixingpointsare
sharedbyotherhardware, therefore
savingextradrillingof theshell, is
alsousedacrossall of thedrums
with theexceptionof thesnare.

On the rack tom, for instance,
thesocket for the tomarm is
attached toametal bracket that
is fixedacrossapair of adjacent lugs.
Eachof thesockets for thefloor tom legs
is similarly locatedby thesamemethod.
Whetherornot the ‘doublingup’of lug
fixingpointswithextrahardware in this
mannerputsextrastresson theareaof
shell aroundeachone,or results inmore
tensionhaving tobedialled into the
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HOLE-FREEDRUMMING
Mapex’s ITSmounting systemensures
that the only holes in the shell are those
drilled for the lugs.

BESTOFBOTH
Saturn Series drums aremade froma
unique combination ofmaple andwalnut
that brings out the best of bothwoods.

UPTOTHECHALLENGE
The hefty 14"x7" canmeasure
up to the beefy bass drum–
which is nomean feat.

Both of the Saturn LA kits
available feature super

deep20" longbassdrums.

Large flakes of paint in
the finishmeans it looks

stunningunder stage lights.

New heavy duty
inset clawsare a

welcomeupgrade
on thebassdrum.

RHY139.gear_mapex 97RHY139.gear_mapex 97 16/5/07 7:04:37 pm16/5/07 7:04:37 pm



Loud and proud kit that delivers a great
quality of sound and has great looks.

Not so easy to play quietly and the long bass
drum is not themost practical to cart around.

RATING

Mapex’s decision to apply the LAblueprint to Saturn-shelled drums is one of themost
appropriatematches of shellmaterials and dimensions that I’ve comeacross.The added
ingredient ofwalnut gives theSaturn series drumsaunique voice,which the kit’s sizes
intensify further.The drumsooze power,warmth and authority.This is a kit for red-
bloodedplayers used to performing in demanding environments, so it’s not ideal for
those seeking quietness anddynamics.That said, it’s a fabulous package that does the
job forwhich it was intended.

★★★★★
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tuning rods thatmeet theaffected lugs (because theshell is beingpulled in
adifferentdirection), is open tospeculation.Tomymind, thesystem
seemsaclever solution,whichneatly avoidsexcessivedrillingof theshells.
This cansurelyonlybeagood thing?

Thespurson thebassdrumarealsoattached to theshell using the
same ITSsystem.Awelcomeupgradeon thebassdrum is thenewheavy
duty, inset claws,whichare farmoresubstantial than their predecessors.

Wall to walnut sound
Remoheadsarefittedacross thekit.Mapex’s2.3mmPowerhoopsare
foundon the tomsandsnare,while thebassdrumsportsmatching
woodenhoops. Inevitably, itwas thebassdrumthat I beganplayingfirst,
beforeanyof theotherdrumswereevenoutof their boxes– Iwasn’t
disappointed.Thecharacteristic low-end responseofwalnut, in
conjunctionwith thedrum’s turbo-sized lengthgives it a spectacular,
ceiling-tremblingpresence. It is awashwith thedeepest, juiciestbottom-
endandseemscapableof carryingeffortlesslyacross the loudestof
backlines.Withnodampeningatall thedrumwassurprisinglycontrolled,
with far fewerof theovertones than I expectedbeingaudible.Adding
dampeningbroughtpleasing focus to thekickwithout sacrificing richness.
Tuningwasalmost irrelevant–atprettymuchany tension it sounded likea
depthchargegoingoff.What the24"diameterdrummust sound likecan
onlybe imagined– it couldprobablypenetratea lead-linedbunker.

Withsuchahugekick tocontendwithMapexhassensibly equipped the
kitwitha 14"x7" snaredrum.Thesnaremeasuresup to thekick, delivering
ascythingcrackat theflickof awrist.Beneath thepenetratingopening lies
thesortof gritty crunch that adeeper shell engenders. It provedversatile
overagood rangeof tunings, fatteningupdeliciouslywhen tuned lower
while switching toamore funkyattackwhen tunedup.Response is superb
across theheadand thedrum ismore thancapableof the level of volume
required tomatch thekick, particularlywhere rimshotsareconcerned.

Thequalitiesof thewalnutareagainapparent in the tomandfloor tom.
Theypossessamuscularpunch inwhich thedeeper frequenciesare
emphasised,butnotat theexpenseof cleannessor resonance.Without
overlooking thecontributionof themaple (itmakesup two thirdsof the
shells, after all), theadditionofwalnutencouragesanear-perfectbalance
ofwarmthanddark, aggressive tonality throughout thekit.

This kit has
attitude,notto
mentionpower.
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