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KEY FEATURES

Theword ‘custom’hasfigureda
greatdeal in thehistoryofYamaha
drums.We’vehadRecording

Customs,BeechCustoms,Stage
Customsandnowwewelcome the
newTourCustom,amid-market set-up
withsomehigh-end features.Despite
thesimilarnamethis isno returnof the
modern-classicRockTourCustomof the
’90s. Instead it’s asetdesigned tooffer
avintagevibeatnon-vintageprices.So is
Yamaha’snewTourCustomawin-winkit
for tonehounds?

Eastern promise
Asasister kit forYamaha’spopularStage
Customset, it’s nosurprise todiscover
that theTourCustomoriginates in
Indonesia, just as theStageCustom
does.There’snoescaping the fact that
the locationof suchproduction facilities
adds little to thesexinessof adrum
kit– there’s still somethingof acachet
aboutUSorUK-madegear–but the
marketplace isnowmore thanaccepting
ofdrumswithFarEasternorigins.And
so it shouldbe.The leapsmade in
manufacturingquality in recent years
and thekeeneyekepton far-flung
factoriesbymarketinganddesignbods
means that standardsarehigher than
everbefore.And thecost-value ratioof

suchkitsmeans theymakea lotof sense
to thevastmajorityofdrumbuyers.

Given its Japanese roots, Yamaha
hasenormousexperienceofbuilding
drums in theFarEast.Aswithall of the
company’s instrumentoutput, the
feel of theTourCustom isoneof real
consistencyandquality. Theshells are
100percentmapleandalthough I’mnot
one togethungupon rawmaterials–
particularlynotat this relativelymodest
pricepoint– there’snodenying that
they’reextremelywell finishedand
beautifullypresented.

Externally theshells are treated toa
lacquerof typicallyYamaha luster–with
our six-pieceset-upfinished insuitably
retroBrownSunburst–andfittedwith
YESSsuspensionmounts.Underneath
theshinybitsarebearingedgesof60º,
asopposed to thesharper45ºedges
that areusedelsewhere in theYamaha
line-up.Themapleshell and rounded
bearingedgesare the features that the
company is clearly relyingon tohook
in thosepunterswithapenchant fora
classically fat low-end response.Where
kitsofbirchandbeech tend towards
moreuppermid-rangecutand thrust,
theTourCustom isclearly craftedso
as tooffer asmuchwarmthand
smoothnessaspossible.

Yamaha
TourCustomKit
£999 | Yamaha’s StageCustom is a long-time staple of the semi-pro
drummarket, but JordanMcLachlandiscovers a newall-maple offering.

TUNEFUL TONE
The two rack toms have a
great tone and are easy to tune –
mid-to-low tension sounds superb.

ESSENTIALS

PRICES
YamahaTour
CustomKit
(as shown– including
hardware andadd-on
14" floor tom) £1,142
Shell Packs
start from £629

CONTACT
Yamaha-Kemble
SherbourneDrive
Tilbrook
MiltonKeynes
MK78BL
Telephone
01908366700
Website
www.yamaha
drums.com

The all-maple
drumshells
aremadeusing
Yamaha’sAir
Seal System.

Standing proud
Whilewe’redealingwith the

physical aspectsof thekit, I should
mention thegenerouslyproportioned

hardwarepacksuppliedwith theTour
Customhere.Made in theYamaha
motorcycle factory (where thingsneed to
bebuilt properly, forobvious reasons),
thedouble-bracedmetalwork is top
notch.Pearl,DWandTamamighthave
theedge in termsof imagewherebrand
hardware is concernedbut I’vealways
foundYamahastuff tobeasenduring
asanythingelse, andeasy tosetup too.

There’s certainlynothingamong the
selectionhere that Iwouldshyaway from
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PLENTYOFPOWER
The bass drum is 7mmand seven plies
thick. It exudes an air of seriousness, and
there’s plenty of oomph lurking inside.

SIMPLEANDEFFECTIVE
YESSmounts on rack toms are a familiar
sight on Yamaha kits. The design is
simple and extremely effective.

ALL-MAPLEALL-ROUNDER
The Tour Customset is completed by
amatching all-maple snare that should
suit themajority of players.

Having an extra inch of bass drum
depth is increasingly common.

And the22"x17" kick here is a good
example ofmodernbassdrummery.

Two floor toms is a nice,
unusual configuration. The 14" and
16" toms lenda valuable low-end

contribution to theTourCustom tone.

At just shy of a grand for
thebig kit here, theTour

Customrepresents really good
value. And it’ll handlemost
gigs youcare to throwat it.
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This is a set designed tooffer a vintage
vibe at non-vintageprices. Is theTour
Customawin-win for tonehounds?
using inanger.Thestandsareall suitably
heftyand thehi-hat standandkickpedal
arepro-standard items– theymightnot
challenge the real top-endstuff in terms
of featuresbut they turn inaverydecent
performance. If you’reupgradingyour
whole set-up (orare in theenviable
positionof contemplatingaTourCustom
asyourfirst kit) then thehardwarepack
isagoodbet, adding less than£300to
thecostof thefive-piecekit.

Choose your weapon
Thereareseveral optionswhen it comes
tospecifyingaTourCustomset. You
canhaveakitwithorwithouthardware
(achoiceof either lightweight700series
standsor the800beeferswe’vegot
here)and ineither four-pieceorfive-piece
configurations.Whatwehavehere is a
‘standard’ five-piece (22"x17"bassdrum,
10"x8"and12"x9"mounted tomsand,
unusually, a 16"x16"floor tom)withan

It’s really difficult to find
anything to pick holes in…

…although a choice of only
four colours is a bit tight.

★★★★★RATING

It seems ages since I got my hands on a new Yamaha acoustic kit,
and I’m glad that the Tour Custom broke the dry spell. Mid-range
kits are stunning value these days and the Tour Custom is a superb
example of the features and shell quality that reasonably modest
money can score you. The Stage Custom has served Yamaha
extremely well, but with all-maple shells, great hardware, cracking
finishes, nice old-school vibe and prices that start at £629, the Tour
Custom will have an awful lot of drummers drooling over it.

additional 14"x14"floor tomthrown in
forgoodmeasure.Assuch it’s apretty
comprehensiveset-up, completedby
amatching 14"x6"maple-shell snare.

Incommonwithall Yamahawood-
shell drums, theTourCustom isbuilt
using thecompany’sAirSealSystem(it
involvesputtingan inflatablebag inside
theshellwhile thedrumsaremoulded).
Themethodevidently ensuresgood,
lasting roundnessand, althoughoval-
shapeddrumsdon’t seemtohavebeen
aproblemfordecades, the fact that
thebrandmakesmentionof it in its
promotionalmaterial is a reflectionof
theseriousnesswithwhich it takes its
drumbuilding responsibilities.

What’sunarguable is that thedrums
(whicharesix-plyand6mmthick in the
caseof tomsandseven-plyand7mm
onthebassdrum)exudeanair of real
seriousness, andback thisupwith
instantly impressive tone.Evenwith the
stock, slightlyunderwhelmingheadsstill
inplace, theTourCustom–particularly

the toms–announces itselfwitha fruity,
richnoise that’squicklyaddictive. I’ve
always liked 10"and12"Yamaha toms
and these twoarenicelyboingyand
elasticwithoutbeingbuggedbynasty
ringing.They’reeasy to tuneaswell,
withmid-low tensionworkingbeautifully.

Thekickandsnarearegood too, and
promisemuch in thewayof sweetness,
although thebassdrum is theelement
of theTourCustomthat I thinkwillmost
benefit fromareally goodhead inplace
of theOEMoffering.As it is, it’s just a little
toocardboardyandshy in termsof those
developed low frequencies thatboth
driveandanchorabandat full-tilt. But
youcan tell there’sanextradegreeof
oomph lurkingwithin…

There’s littlewrongwith thesnareas it
arrives, althoughagainyou’ll probablydo
well to swap thehead for yourparticular
favourite.Snaresaresuchapersonal
thing that youmightnotgetonwith the
14"x6"model at all, but I havea feeling
thatmanyof thosewhosplashouton
theTourCustomwill find it to their liking.
Although there’sa traditional influence
goingonhere,don’tmistake this for a jazz
setonly– it’s agreatmulti-purposekit
and thesnaresitshappily among the
otherdrums,beingable tocrankoutAC/
DC-likebackbeatsand funkyghostnotes
anddoboth really ratherwell.
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