GEARREVIEWS

Pearl

Sensitone Elite
Snare Drums

From £191 | Pearl's eagerly awaited Sensitone Elit
snares have arrived. Jordan McLachlan delves degp
to discover whether they really are a fab fivesome.

PRICES

14"x5" Sensitone

Elite Snare Drums
(also available in 6%2")

diverse range of mystical
A metallurgy’ — that's what the new

Pearl Sensitone Elite snare series
offers us, apparently. Sounds good,
doesn'tit? I'mnot entirely sure
where the ‘mystical’ bit comes
in, but there's certainly some
serious metallurgy going
oninthe line-up.
Steel, stainless steel,
aluminium, phosphor
bronze and brass

Steel £191  arethe materials to

Stainless choose from, all of

Steel £191  whichare available

Phosphor inboth14"x5" and

Bronze £214  14"'x6%2" sizes.

Brass £245 |eavingaside

Aluminium £202 marketing
hyperbole fora

CONTACT moment, the remit

Pearl UK oftherangeis

11Presley Way clearly to offera

Crownhill variety of different

Milton Keynes tones under one

MK8 OES umbrella. Broadly

Telephone speaking, if you're after a

0800 0515351 quality metal shell snare in

Website the above dimensions, Pearl

www.pearl has you firmly inits sights...

europe.com
Five-star finish
Usefully, in terms of like-for-like
comparison, the five review models are
all 5" deep and all display purposeful,
workman-like aesthetics. That's not
to say the Sensitone Elites aren't good-
lookers, more that their appeal liesin
their understated, but nicely appointed,
appearance. There's no fancy engraving
or crazy colours here, instead each
drumis simply highly polished — with
the exception of the slightly less shiny
aluminium model.

The drums all share much else
incommon. The beaded shells are
equipped with sleek one-piece lugs
(which benefit from being fitted with
threaded brassinserts, whichis always a
nice upmarket touch) and a simple, easily
adjustable strainer. And because there's
no brash finishing to detract from the
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basic quality of the
build, the drums exude an

air of quiet professionalism. Just
as super-quick Audis are the finest
Q-cars, so the Sensitone Elites may

yet prove to be sonic wolves in sheep's
clothing. And | like them already because
of that.

Coollooks aren't going to be enough
toimpress us though. Pearl’'s standing
inthe ‘high-end but affordable’ snare
market is such that these Elites need
to display masses of tonal quality in order
to keep the flag flying. To justify their
existence, each one needs to stand
distinct from the others in terms of the
way it sounds and responds. There's no
pointin the range being full of overlapping
models, after all. =
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The lug design makes
for clean lines. And the

brass inserts here make for I I | O N I_Y

smooth, glitch-free tuning.

The five metals used ‘ 1N | S _‘ |
b terials for th / . | ¥

SenstoneElteomakesior [ Zd Il P INJECTION
useful tonal differences  [ff 1 B ‘ | a ¥

between each new model. - y MOLDS

THEIR NYLON TIPS

ONTO THEIR STICKS!

This exclusive technology allows
Vic Firth to truly guarantee that our

nylon tips won't break or fly off the
stick — in fact — the wood will break
before the nylon tip!

We're so confident our tips won’t
break, that we're going to give

you an extra pair of sticks to prove
it. For a limited time, buy 3 pair of
Vic Firth 5AN or 5BN and get a

4th pair . Visit your local music
store to take the challenge today!

Vil
FIRTH
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The five review models all display
purposeful, workman-like aesthetics...
Their appeal lies in their understated
but nicely appointed appearance.

Aural assault
We'll deal with the latter point once we've
run through the way that each individual
drum acquits itself. But first comes
the fun bit of playing the five, swapping
between them, fiddling with different
tunings and trying to keep the ears
fresh... Itis almostimpossible not to
approach the quintet without having
already subconsciously decided which
is going to be the favourite. So | figured
I'd kick off with the Plain Jane steel
shell drum - without meaning to be
disparaging, this particular modelis the
least exotic of the five, and is arguably
as good aplace to start as any. If this one
impresses then things bode well for the
more glamorous members of the family.
While many of the features of the Elite
series are shared among all models, one
thing that does differ between several of
themis shell thickness. The steel drum
has the thinnest of the lot, at a slender
Imm. It might be the least instantly
interesting of the line here, but as soon as
stick hits batter head, the 14"x5" steelie
sets out the Elite stallin grand style.
Straight away it's clear that thisis a
serious proposition, as indeed should
be the case with any snare bearing the
Sensitone moniker. I'mincreasingly
in favour of using as little damping as
possible and this drum makes this
eminently possible. Sure, it's bright and

between the black/bronze and the
simple chrome hardware looks choice. Of
the two, the 1.5mm thick brass is perhaps
the best multi-purpose option (and it
retains that crown when considered
among the series as awhole). Its robust,
punchy retort and simultaneous
sensitivity markitout as areal gem.
Damping only needs to be added to taste,
rather than out of necessity, and it works
really well over a generous tuning range.

While we're dishing out awards, the
phosphor bronze snare waltzes off with
that for Most Character. Tuned at just
below mid-tension, the drum responds
with a delicious, funky, slightly flappy note
that's endearingly plummy. For vintage
breakbeat grooves or jazz, it's the pick of
the bunch, and looks suitably cool to fit
right in with the respective images.

Onto what the badge describes as the
‘aluminum’ drum (we'll stick to adding the
extraBritish " | think). Pearl has this one
tagged as the driest of the Sensitone Elite
series, but that shouldn'tlead to the
conclusion that there's alack of sparkle
or snap inthe high-end. The aluminium
snareis, in fact, extremely articulate —
the pronounced definition in each stroke
making for a nicely crisp, easily
recordable tone. [d
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TAYLOR HAWKINS

ARTIST SERIES STICK

crackly, but any grating, ringy overtones
prove relatively easy to reduce with a bit
of careful tuning.

To answer the question of whether each of these new
Sensitone Elites stands in its own unique tonal ground - no,
not entirely. Different heads, recording techniques, playing
approaches, etc, mean there’s plenty of scope to get the steel
snares less ringy and the drier varieties more open-sounding,
so there's inevitably potential for overlap. But at the heart

of each drum is a core character that's appreciably different
from its siblings. More importantly, every one of these

SINCE - 1623

Measuring up
The straight-up steel shellis marginally
the brightest of the five, with the stainless
steel version coming in a close second.
It'satadless ‘crispy’ on ghost notes
and discernibly more focused, although
there's still that typical steel ‘slice’ to
each stroke — atonal characteristic that
reflects the fact that shell thickness is
uppedto 1.2mm (a feature shared with
the aluminium and phosphor bronze
types). Both steel snares excel
themselves interms of strident delivery
and will happily power the most energetic
of pop/rock/funk acts. The 5" depth
keeps things nice and tidy but if there's ‘ 5 -
just not enough low-end wallop for your A ‘ -
tastes, then the 642" snare should deliver & - i
what you need. S e

The next pair to take their places on the
stand - the brass and phosphor bronze — appearance and super-solid tone.
were my assumed favourites based on You might find yourself
looks and specification alone. There's fancying more than just one.

something timeless about the way these _
drums are finished, and the contrast RATlNG ****

5" Elites performs in sublime fashion, making the line &
an agreeably affordable pro-level proposition. You're
unlikely to be underwhelmed

by any of them.

The latest installment of our Artist Series. Taylor's
stick is designed to provide maximum impact and
dynamics. Taylor's stick utilizes a round bead for full
tones and features his hawk tattoo artwork. See

more about Taylor and his new stick at Zildjian.com.

Yamaha-Kemble Music (UK) Ltd. Sherbourne Drive, Tilbrook,
Milton Keynes MK7 8BL/ tel 01908 366700
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