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Pearl
SensitoneElite
SnareDrums
From £191 | Pearl’s eagerly awaitedSensitoneElite
snares have arrived. JordanMcLachlan delves deep
to discoverwhether they really are a fab fivesome.

ESSENTIALS

PRICES
14"x5"Sensitone
Elite SnareDrums
(also available in 6½")
Steel £191
Stainless
Steel £191
Phosphor
Bronze £214
Brass £245
Aluminium £202

CONTACT
Pearl UK
11PresleyWay
Crownhill
MiltonKeynes
MK80ES
Telephone
08000515351
Website
www.pearl
europe.com

Adiverse rangeofmystical
metallurgy’– that’swhat thenew
PearlSensitoneElite snareseries

offersus, apparently.Soundsgood,
doesn’t it? I’mnotentirely sure
where the ‘mystical’ bit comes
in, but there’s certainly some
seriousmetallurgygoing
on in the line-up.
Steel, stainlesssteel,
aluminium,phosphor
bronzeandbrass
are thematerials to
choose from,all of
whichareavailable
inboth 14"x5"and
14"x6½"sizes.
Leavingaside
marketing
hyperbole fora
moment, the remit
of the range is
clearly tooffer a
varietyofdifferent
tonesunderone
umbrella.Broadly
speaking, if you’reafter a
qualitymetal shell snare in
theabovedimensions,Pearl
hasyoufirmly in its sights…

Five-star finish
Usefully, in termsof like-for-like
comparison, thefive reviewmodelsare
all 5"deepandall displaypurposeful,
workman-likeaesthetics. That’snot
tosay theSensitoneElitesaren’t good-
lookers,more that their appeal lies in
their understated,butnicelyappointed,
appearance.There’sno fancyengraving
orcrazycolourshere, insteadeach
drum issimplyhighlypolished–with
theexceptionof theslightly lessshiny
aluminiummodel.

Thedrumsall sharemuchelse
incommon.Thebeadedshells are
equippedwithsleekone-piece lugs
(whichbenefit frombeingfittedwith
threadedbrass inserts,which isalwaysa
niceupmarket touch)andasimple, easily
adjustable strainer.Andbecause there’s
nobrashfinishing todetract fromthe

basicqualityof the
build, thedrumsexudean
air ofquietprofessionalism. Just
assuper-quickAudisare thefinest
Q-cars, so theSensitoneElitesmay
yetprove tobesonicwolves in sheep’s
clothing.And I like themalreadybecause
of that.

Cool looksaren’t going tobeenough
to impressus though.Pearl’s standing
in the ‘high-endbutaffordable’ snare
market is such that theseElitesneed
todisplaymassesof tonal quality inorder
tokeep theflagflying.To justify their
existence, eachoneneeds tostand
distinct fromtheothers in termsof the
way it soundsand responds.There’sno
point in the rangebeing full of overlapping
models, after all.
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The fivemetals used
asbasematerials for the

SensitoneElitesmakes for
useful tonal differences

betweeneachnewmodel.

The lug designmakes
for clean lines. And the
brass inserts heremake for
smooth, glitch-free tuning.
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Youmight find yourself
fancyingmore than just one.

★★★★★RATING

Classy understated
appearance and super-solid tone.

To answer the question of whether each of these new
Sensitone Elites stands in its own unique tonal ground – no,
not entirely. Different heads, recording techniques, playing
approaches, etc, mean there’s plenty of scope to get the steel
snares less ringy and the drier varieties more open-sounding,
so there’s inevitably potential for overlap. But at the heart
of each drum is a core character that’s appreciably different
from its siblings. More importantly, every one of these
5" Elites performs in sublime fashion, making the line
an agreeably affordable pro-level proposition. You’re
unlikely to be underwhelmed
by any of them.

Aural assault
We’ll dealwith the latterpointoncewe’ve
run through theway that each individual
drumacquits itself.Butfirst comes
the funbit ofplaying thefive, swapping
between them,fiddlingwithdifferent
tuningsand trying tokeep theears
fresh… It is almost impossiblenot to
approach thequintetwithouthaving
alreadysubconsciouslydecidedwhich
isgoing tobe the favourite.So I figured
I’dkickoffwith thePlain Janesteel
shell drum–withoutmeaning tobe
disparaging, thisparticularmodel is the
least exoticof thefive, and isarguably
asgoodaplace tostart asany. If thisone
impresses then thingsbodewell for the
moreglamorousmembersof the family.

Whilemanyof the featuresof theElite
seriesaresharedamongallmodels, one
thing thatdoesdifferbetweenseveral of
them isshell thickness.Thesteel drum
has the thinnestof the lot, at a slender
1mm. Itmightbe the least instantly
interestingof the linehere, butassoonas
stickhitsbatterhead, the 14"x5" steelie
setsout theElite stall in grandstyle.
Straight away it’s clear that this is a
seriousproposition, as indeedshould
be thecasewithanysnarebearing the
Sensitonemoniker. I’m increasingly
in favourofusingas littledampingas
possibleand thisdrummakes this
eminentlypossible.Sure, it’sbright and
crackly, butanygrating, ringyovertones
prove relativelyeasy to reducewithabit
of careful tuning.

Measuring up
Thestraight-upsteel shell ismarginally
thebrightestof thefive,with thestainless
steel versioncoming inaclosesecond.
It’s a tad less ‘crispy’ onghostnotes
anddiscerniblymore focused, although
there’s still that typical steel ‘slice’ to
eachstroke–a tonal characteristic that
reflects the fact that shell thickness is
upped to 1.2mm(a featuresharedwith
thealuminiumandphosphorbronze
types).Bothsteel snaresexcel
themselves in termsof stridentdelivery
andwill happilypower themostenergetic
ofpop/rock/funkacts.The5"depth
keeps thingsniceand tidybut if there’s
justnotenough low-endwallop for your
tastes, then the6½"snareshoulddeliver
whatyouneed.

Thenextpair to take theirplaceson the
stand– thebrassandphosphorbronze–
weremyassumed favouritesbasedon
looksandspecificationalone.There’s
something timelessabout theway these
drumsarefinished, and thecontrast

between theblack/bronzeand the
simplechromehardware lookschoice.Of
the two, the 1.5mmthickbrass isperhaps
thebestmulti-purposeoption (and it
retains that crownwhenconsidered
among theseriesasawhole). Its robust,
punchy retort andsimultaneous
sensitivitymark it out asa real gem.
Dampingonlyneeds tobeadded to taste,
rather thanoutofnecessity, and itworks
reallywell overagenerous tuning range.

Whilewe’redishingoutawards, the
phosphorbronzesnarewaltzesoffwith
that forMostCharacter. Tunedat just
belowmid-tension, thedrumresponds
withadelicious, funky, slightlyflappynote
that’s endearinglyplummy.For vintage
breakbeatgroovesor jazz, it’s thepickof
thebunch, and lookssuitably cool tofit
right inwith the respective images.

On towhat thebadgedescribesas the
‘aluminum’drum(we’ll stick toadding the
extraBritish ‘i’ I think).Pearl has thisone
taggedas thedriestof theSensitoneElite
series, but that shouldn’t lead to the
conclusion that there’sa lackof sparkle
or snap in thehigh-end.Thealuminium
snare is, in fact, extremelyarticulate–
thepronounceddefinition ineachstroke
making foranicely crisp, easily
recordable tone.

Thefive reviewmodels all display
purposeful,workman-like aesthetics…
Their appeal lies in their understated
but nicely appointedappearance.
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