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Above: five fuzz pedals feature, plus Univibe, Octavia and tremolo effects

IK Multimedia Am
Jimi Hendrix

-

Douse your mouse in lighter fuel — it’s Jimi’s rig in software

or nearly the past 37 years, we've

all been trying to emulate a certain

Mr Hendrix. IK Multimedia has just
made it a whole lot easier and come up
with a dedicated software emulation of
the Jimi Hendrix rig.

AmpliTube Jimi Hendrix, a
cooperative effort between IK
Multimedia and Authentic Hendrix, is a
specialised version of the AmpliTube 2
software. It features a selection of
modelled vintage stompboxes, amp
heads and cabinets as used by Jimi,
most of them not found in the current
version of AmpliTube 2. Owners of
AmpliTube 2 can purchase AJH for a
crossgrade price but will not be able to
incorporate the JH models into their
main AmpliTube rig until a forthcoming
software update appears.

AJH features one Marshall and three
Fender amps, wah, Univibe, Octavia
and tremolo effects plus five fuzzboxes.
Seven cabinets can be mic’d with one
of five virtual mics and there are four
studio effects to complete the sound.

As with all software amp emulation
programs there are a bunch of presets
available but these ones are very
different from most. As well as a bunch
of generic presets based around
particular gear combinations, you can
not only call up the sound for a specific
track on a Hendrix album but in most
cases you have choices of sounds for
particular track sections (intro, solo,
verse rhythm etc) and all the songs
from the first three Experience albums
are included here. At present there are
no plans to create any presets from
posthumous releases or live
recordings. One ‘live’ preset is
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Build quality %k k)
Features ok ok ok

Sound 0. 2.8.8. 8/
Performance ok %k k)

WE LIKED Superb modelling of some
classic amps and effects; fuzzbox heaven!

WE DISLIKED Lacking some studio
effects; not able to integrate with AmpliTube
2 as yet; no footpedal-based control

included, however, and that’s The Star
Spangled Banner from Jimi’s infamous
Woodstock performance.

Like AmpliTube 2, AJH can be used
as a plug-in or in standalone mode
where you can take advantage of the
built-in SpeedTrainer phrase training
facility —import some Jimi tracks and
you can play along.

SOUNDS/IN USE: There may be
a smaller number of models available
here than in AmpliTube 2 but what
there is hits the spot with excellent
attention to detail. There are some
nicely authentic and very playable
tones here with that selection of four
amps providing in particular many
shades of clean tone between them
but breaking up nicely when driven.
The different character of each of
the fuzzboxes has been accurately
captured and the Univibe sounds great,
with the same characteristic phasey
throb as the original and an
authentically graduated set of controls
to dial in the sound. Likewise the wah
is one of the best modelled examples
we have heard — although trying to
manipulate it with the mouse while
playing is impossible! With the program
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working as a plug-in it can be
controlled via MIDI, but in standalone
mode you'd need IK’s Stomp 10
pedalboard (not yet available!).

Okay, it might be stamped with the
Hendrix name but in reality it is a
versatile rig where you can dial in
plenty of other sounds, not least those
of grungy rock acts who thrive on
having a bunch of fuzzboxes in series —
you can have five different models in
a line here for some serious mayhem.

Back to JH though, and the fact that
we are presented with presets for
specific sections of album tracks means
that direct comparisons with the
recordings are possible — talent and
original sixties Strat notwithstanding!

Strat plugged in, we had a crack
alongside the original recordings and
in most cases the sounds here come
pretty darn close to what you hear on
record. But they are not so close that
you can’t improve matters in some
instances by a little bit of tweaking to
match the guitar you are using. One
example is in the Purple Haze intro
where the preset sounds much too
clean to our ears, but improves by
upping the gain on the fuzzbox model.
Of course a lot of this depends on how
you attack the guitar — that old adage
about the sound being in the hands is
true but if we can’t have Jimi’s hands
this software does a pretty good job of
providing the rest.

One thing that would have added
more authenticity to some of the
presets based on the recordings (and
general versatility all round) would
have been some more studio effects in
the set-up. While Hendrix’s sound

Above: this software is a specialised version of the popular AmpliTube software

PRICE: £159 (crossgrade
price from AmpliTube 2:
£136)

TYPE: Software guitar
amp simulation and
effects system plug-in
FORMATS SUPPORTED:
Audio Units, VST, RTAS
COMPUTER SYSTEM
REQUIREMENTS:
Windows XP, Mac OS X
10.4 or later. See IK
website for full details
SOUNDS: See Hendrix's
Arsenal boxout
PRESETS: Yes, many
based on specific album
tracks

AUTOMATION:
Automated control of
parameters within a
sequencer

OPTIONS: Adding Stomp
10 foot controller when it
becomes available
(ETBA)

RANGE OPTIONS:
AmpliTube 2 (£264),
AmpliTube, Stealplug
with AmpliTube 2 Live
(£79)

IK Multimedia 0800
0934 066
www.ikmultimedia.com
www.AmpliTube.com
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That old adage about the sound beingin the
hands is true, but if we can’t have Jimi’s hands
this does apretty good job of providing the rest

Therivals

Line 6 Gearbox Plug-In
Silver £245/Gold  £433
Native Instruments Guitar
Rig 2 £349,
(S/ware £229)
DigiTech Jimi Hendrix
Experience pedal £199
Other major software
modelling programs have
models of the Hendrix
gear in them. Gearbox
software, which runs in
conjunction with a
hardware component,
has Marshall Plexi and
Fender Bassman amps
plus modelled Univibe,
Fuzz Face and Cry Baby
—you'd need the Gold
version to add an Octavia
and Vox wah. Guitar Rig
2, complete with foot
controller, does have an
octave effect plus the
amps, fuzz and wah.
There is no modelled
Univibe but plenty of
other modulation effects
that sound similar. For
some modelled Hendrix
sounds in hardware form
there’s the Experience
pedal developed sporting
the sounds from seven
classic Jimi tracks.
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Hendrix’s Arsenal

Here’s what models you get and, in
brackets, what they’re based on,
Read on and weep...

AMPS...
® American Vintage B
(Fender Bassman)
e American Vintage T
(Fender Twin Reverb)
e American Vintage D
(Fender Dual-Showman)
e British Lead S100 (Marshall 1959
JTM100 Super Lead)

CABINETS...

e 2 x 12 Open T J120 (Fender Twin
2 x 12 equipped with JBL D120F)

e 2 x 12 Open SL (Silvertone 2 x 12)

e 4 x 12 Closed 25 C (Marshall 4 x 12
equipped with 25W Celestion)

e 4 x 12 Closed 75 C (Marshall 4 x 12
equipped with 75W Celestion)

e 4 x 12 Closed J120 (Marshall 4 x 12
equipped with JBL D120F)

e 2 x 15 Closed B J130 (Fender
Bassman 2 x 15)

e 2 x 15 Closed D J130 (Fender Dual
Showman 2 x 15 equipped with JBL
D130F)

MICROPHONES...

® Dynamic 57 (Shure SM57)

e Condenser 67 (Neumann U67)

e Condenser 87 (Neumann U87)

e Condenser 12 (AKG C12)

e Ribbon 160 (Beyerdynamic M160)

EFFECTS...

e Wah 46 (Vox wah V846)

e Uni-V (Univox Uni-Vibe)

e Fuzz Age (Arbiter Fuzz Face)

e Octa-V (Roger Mayer Octavia)

e RightFuzz (Mosrite Fuzzrite)

e FuzzOne (Maestro FuzzTone)

® XS Fuzz (Roger Mayer Axis fuzz)

e Class Fuzz (Roger Mayer Classic fuzz)
e Opto-Tremolo (Fender Opto-Tremolo)

RACK EFFECTS...
® Rotary speaker

o Stereo reverb

e Parametric EQ

® Tube compressor

Above: It’s a shame there’s no delay effect Above right: settings from individual parts to Hendrix songs can be called up

> began with the amps, speakers, effects

and microphones modelled here, much
of what you finally hear on record owes
alot to the effects added in the studio,
some of which are sadly lacking here.
We get the basic compression, EQ and
reverb effects that every studio has,
plus a simulated Leslie cabinet, but
none of the tape-based effects that
Eddie Kramer manipulated so well.
How difficult would it have been to
include a tape delay simulation here?
There are obvious delay sounds in
many of Jimi’s recordings. And while
the Univibe does a phasing effect, it is
different from the phasing produced by
manipulating the tape reel flanges
clearly heard in tracks like House
Burning Down. A missed opportunity,
especially since AmpliTube 2 has a
digital delay and flanger in the rack
that could perhaps be adapted.
Apparently IK does intend to add
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processors in the future...

Nevertheless, as it stands this
package still has the basic building
blocks to create a whole range of
Hendrix-like sounds plus many more
that wouldn’t disgrace the recordings
of contemporary players.

Verdict

We'd wager we'll be seeing more
‘signature’ software packages like this
one. But who better to be the first
subject for such a project — the most
famous rock guitarist in history... and
amarketing man’s dream.

AmpliTube Jimi Hendrix is, though,
not some shoddy cash-in — it is in many
ways an excellent, thoughtfully put
together package that may have appeal
to a wider audience than just dyed-in-
the-wool Jimi freaks.

We do have issues with it though —
we miss that delay and think that IK

has jumped the gun by putting it out
before the Stomp IO is available and
before integration with AmpliTube 2.
AmpliTube 2 users might welcome
the extra models but, unless they
intend to just use this as a separate
program or serially plugged-in with
AmpliTube 2 in a sequencer, it might
be wise to wait on further
developments. For others, if Hendrix
is your man, this package could be the
perfect introduction to combining
guitar and computer. Even if Hendrix
means little to you, you're not bothered
about AC30 sounds, modern high-gain
amps and certain effects, you can save
£100 or so by buying this instead of
AmpliTube 2 and getting yourself one
cool-sounding software rig.

IK Multimedia AmpliTube Jimi Hendrix
Guitarist RATING 2.8.8.8.8
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