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IKMULTIMEDIAAMPLITUBE 3 &AMPLITUBE 3 FREE £289&Free
RECORDING

IKMultimediaAmpliTube 3
&AmpliTube 3 Free £289&Free
The latestupgradeofAmpliTube3allowsyou togo
shopping formoreampsandeffects...byTrevorCurwen

A round the timeof the
FrankfurtMusikmesse
back inApril, IK

Multimediaannouncedmajor
changes tohowitsAmpliTube3
ampandeffects software
wouldmove forward.Changes
that comewithversion3.5’s
release include64-bitplug-in
compatibilityplusan improved
presetbrowserwith full
graphicaldisplayof the rig.
Therearealso4,000new
‘patch’ slots that store
controller informationwith
thepresetswhile IKsays that it
has improvedboth integration
with its rangeof controllers
(with full programmability
directly fromAmpliTube)and
MIDIcontrol.
Themain innovationwith the

version3.5updatehowever, is
the launchof theAmpliTube
CustomShop,directly
accessiblewithinAmpliTube
usinganonlineconnectionand
offering individual gearmodels
forpurchase.Existingusersof
AmpliTubecango to the
CustomShopandaddnew
models to their existing rigbut,
as analternative tobuying the

full version, anyonewhohas
notyetusedAmpliTubecan
downloada freeversionof the
software (cunninglynamed
AmpliTube3Free).Thishas24
basicgearmodels,whichyou
can thenexpandwithwhatever
othermodels youdesire from
theCustomShop–over200
gearmodelsof stompboxes,
amplifiers, cabinets,
microphonesandrackeffects
areavailable tobeauditioned
andpurchasedà la carte.
The intentionwith the

CustomShop is toconstantly
releasenewmodelsofofficially
certifiedbrandedgear.Fender,
Ampeg,Orange, Soldano,
SeymourDuncan,Groove
Tubes,Gallien-Krueger, Jet
CityAmplification,THDand
T-Rexareonboard,withmore
brands tobeannouncedand
newmodels in thepipeline.
There’s anAmpliTubeupdate
every timeanewsetofmodels
is released (3.6 is thecurrent

versionat timeofwriting).The
updateputs thenewmodelson
yourharddrive ready for
tryingorbuying.

InUse
Eachmodel canbe tested for
free (for aperiodof twodays
every twomonths) soyoucan
hearwhatyouaregetting
beforedecidingwhether to
buy.Youcanbuymodelsusing
GearCredits,whichare
purchased inpacks (indollars
oreuros) fromaminimumof
20credits ($19.99/¤14.99) to
amaximumof500credits
($299.99/¤224.99).The larger
thepack, the lessyoupay for
individual credits,whichat
currentdollar exchange rates
givesanapproximate rangeof
37p to62ppercredit.Models
arepricedbetween five (mic
models for cabinets andsome
stompboxes) and20credits
each,with thebranded items
having thehigherprice tickets

TheRivals
NI Guitar Rig Pro 4 (€179) is
AmpliTube’s longest-standing
rival and there’s a free version,
Guitar Rig 4Player, which can
be expanded throughNI’s
Komplete range. Line 6’s
POD Farm ($49)makes the
hardware PODsounds
available in software, and has
18 amps and 29 effects. The
Platinum version (from$249)
expands this to 78 amps and
97 effects. Peavey’s Revalver
3.5 (£191) lets you tinkerwith
the amp’s components
(changing valves etc) and
offers 20 ampmodels, 21
stompboxes and 13 general
effects among othermodels.

ThenewCustomShop facility lets youpurchasebig namegearmodels for your rig

– forexampleaT-RexReplica
delaycosts 15credits,while the
OrangeThunderverb200amp
headcosts20.
ThebasicAmpliTubeFree

includesacoupleof clean
Fenderamps, aMarshall
JCM800, abasspreampand
ninecommonstompboxes. It’s
plenty todial inuseful tones
for recording, butbyaddinga
fewchoicecomponentsyou
couldput togetheraversatile
rig that totally suits yourchosen
styleofmusic.

Sounds
Lookingat thenewlyavailable
CustomShopmodels, there’s
a range that’s sufficiently
different tocomplementwhat is
already there in the full version
andall thatwe tried, including
a trioofT-Rexpedals, aMutron
III emulationandamps from
Fender,OrangeandSoldano,
soundedgreat.As longas IK
cankeepupasupplyofnew
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IKMultimedia
AmpliTube3&
AmpliTube3Free

ORIGIN: Italy
PRICE: £289& free
FORMATS SUPPORTED:Audio
Units,VST,RTAS (Mac OSX) –VST,
RTAS (WindowsXP–Vista)
COMPUTER SYSTEM
REQUIREMENTS: Intel Macintosh:
1.5 GHz Intel processor, 1 GB of RAM,
Mac OSX 10.5 or later
Windows: Intel Pentium4 2.4 GHz,
Intel Core Duo orAMDAthlon 64, 1
GB of RAM,WindowsXP,Windows
Vista orWindows 7
MODELS:AmpliTube 3:
51 stompboxes, 31 amplifiers,
46 cabinets, 15microphones,
17 rack effects;
AmpliTube 3 Free: 9 stompboxes,
4 amplifiers, 5 cabinets,
3microphones, 2 rack effects
EXTRAS:Tuner, four-track recorder/
player with independent time
stretch/pitch shift,Metronome
RANGE OPTIONS:AmpliTube 3
Pedal (includes Stealthpedal) £315
OPTIONS:CustomShopmodels
IK Multimedia
0800 093 4066
www.ikmultimedia.com

Test results

Build quality
Features
Sound
Value for money

GUITARIST RATING

TheBottomLine
We like:Practical
improvements;mix and
match approach; free
version; newmodels to be
released regularly
We dislike: Limited range of
CustomShopmodels as yet
Guitarist says: Anupgrade
to one of the best ampand
FX software packages that
putsmore power at your
fingertips (while emptying
yourwallet)

SpendGearCredits in theCustomShop store

models this looks set tobean
excellent resource.

Verdict
As the3.5upgrade is free for
registeredusers andadds
significant advantages, there’s
noreasonnot todive in.And
AmpliTubeFreeoffers anyone
thechance to try it outwith
nothing to lose,unlessyouget
hookedandbuyeverything in
theCustomShop!
ThatCustomShop is thebig

dealhere.ExistingAmpliTube
users alreadyhaveamassive
soundpalette thatmaybe
enough to fulfil all theirneeds,
but if perhapsaparticular amp
or stompboxcomesalong that
will give themamust-have
tone, theycanget it for a few
quid.Forusersof the free
version, youcan justdownload
theamp(s) andstompboxes
youneed tobuildyourown
customrigwithoutbreaking
thebank.Overall, thechange
inAmpliTubehas tobeagood
thing.Newmodels for free
witheachupgrademaybea
thingof thepastbut thechoice
of rigbuilding isnowfirmly in
theuser’shands.
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