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“IT’S NOT TOO HEAVY, BALANCES 
A TREAT AND LETS YOU BEAR 
DOWN ON THE ’BOARD LIKE 
AN ANGRY METAL GOD”

It’s easy to see why Phil 
Demmel is so chuffed 

with his new guitar
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£1,119

JACKSON DEMMELITION KING V  REVIEW

 B
eing a Machine Head 
fan involves an element 
of masochism. We 
allow the US legends 

to smash us over the head with 
sledgehammer thrash riffs, 
offer our eardrums as sacrifices 
to their god-like genius, knock 
our teeth out in the mosh pit… 
and stagger home with a grin 
plastered to our face. Wouldn’t 
it be great if you could violate an 
audience like that? 

Turns out you can. The man 
responsible for the carnage is 
Phil Demmel, and the Jackson 
Demmelition King V round his 
neck is now available on the UK 
market. The downside? It’s £1,119. 
Now that really hurts… 

The sizzle: “You don’t mess 
around with the Demmel-ition 
man,” quips Jackson on the 
website, which is a fair comment, 
with the Demmelition adding 
mental barbs to the standard 
King shape to produce a guitar 

✮✮✮✮✮

SUMMARY

TG says… Expensive, but so worth it

For: This is how a metal guitar should sound and play 
Against: It’s bloody expensive, mind you

■  Neck
Top drawer features like a 24-fret 
ebony fi ngerboard justify the 
Demmelition’s lofty price tag

■ Body
Look at the prongs on that. 
With any luck you’ll have 
someone’s eye out

Jackson Demmelition King V
Phil Demmel designed it. Jackson built it. We thrashed it…

whose pint you don’t want to 
spill. But this is more than just 
a toasting fork, says Jackson, 
referring us to the maple thru 
neck and ebony fingerboard, 
flagging up the 24 jumbo frets 
and Floyd Rose, and running a 
finger seductively over the twin 
active EMG humbuckers. The 
underlying message is clear: yes, 
it is bloody expensive, but with 
all this hardware, can you afford 
not to have one? 

We say: Demmel doesn’t play 
Strat-style models because “they 
land on my body funny”, and TG 
must be built like him because 
this feels fantastic. It’s not too 
heavy, balances a treat and lets 
you bear down on the ’board like 
an angry metal god. 

This beast has been set up 
for low tunings, and that’s how 
we played it, with doomy thrash 
rhythms and brittle alternate-
picked solos rolling off our 
fingers, and a general ‘play faster’ 

feel up to the 24th fret. Say what 
you like about Jackson – nobody 
else makes guitars that respond 
this well to hardcore technique.

What can we say about EMG 
pickups that the metal A-list 
hasn’t already? They must be the 
best use of a nine-volt battery 
in the world. The Demmelition’s 
inclusion of active 60 and 81 
units is the rubber stamp on its 
greatness, with our shred solos 
blazing through the speakers and 
our low-end riffs supplying a level 
of bone-crunching authority that 
would make the sound desk man 
at Download empty his bowels. 
It’s the icing on a ferocious cake. 
The King V is so good it hurts. 
Henry Yates

■  Vibrato
The Demmelition features a 
genuine Floyd Rose vibrato. 
We wholeheartedly approve

At a glance

BODY: Solid alder
NECK: Maple, thru-body
FINGERBOARD: Ebony
SCALE: 25.5” 
PICKUPS: EMG 60 (neck) 
and 81 (bridge) humbuckers
CONTROLS: 2x volume, 
3-way pickup selector
HARDWARE: Die-cast 
tuners, Floyd Rose locking 
tremolo
FINISH: White/Black 
[pictured], Red/Black, 
Black/Silver
CONTACT: Fender UK 
01342 331700
WEB: www.jacksonguitars.
com

■ Pickups 
EMG: three little letters that spell 
a whole lot of skull-crushing, 
bowel-troubling fun. Sold!

We can’t say “twin EMG 
’buckers and a Floyd” 

without getting excited!

Jackson Demmelition 
King V

We reckon Jackson has 
made its ‘point’ with 
this iconic headstock
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