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allowing for a more natural sound for 
close miked sources.

Conclusion
Many people buy just one condenser  
mic, and there are plenty of budget 
cardioid-only mics about. But if 
you’re only buying one condenser 
mic, it makes sense to spend a little 
more and have the versatility of a 
multi-pattern mic on tap. And in 
that regard, the Rode NT2-A is well 
worth the extra outlay. FM

the body is tightened, and you can 
place it securely at any angle. 

The NT2-A is an extremely quiet 
mic, with a low level of self noise, 
making it useful when miking  
quieter sources. At the other end of 
the noise scale, it can handle 147dB 
(157dB with pad), taking whatever 
you throw at it in its stride. 

Then there’s the choice of patterns 
With cardioid selected, the mic 
achieves a natural, full-bodied vocal 
sound, well-balanced across the 
frequency spectrum, with a useful 
degree of upper-mid presence and 
top-end airiness. The frequency 
response graph shows a gentle rise 
in the response above about 3kHz, 
which accounts for this subtle 
enhancement of vocals. |t also 
produces quality results when 
recording, say, acoustic guitar and 
hand-held percussion.

The results with fi gure-of-eight 
mode differ little to that in cardioid 
mode, and are ideal for recording a 
pair of backing singers on either side 
of the mic, while the sound opens up 
when switching to omni mode, 
picking up more of the room and 

R ODE’S NT2 HAS been 
a popular mic over the 
last ten years, but the 
Australian company have 

now replaced it with the NT2-A. The 
NT2-A not only looks different from 
its predecessor, it also has an 
increased feature set and is made in 
Australia rather than China.

The capsule in the NT2-A is the 
same as that in the K2 valve mic.
Being a dual-diaphragm design, the 
NT2-A is multiple patterned, so it 
can be switched from cardioid to 
work in omni and fi gure-of-eight 
modes. A three-way switch brings in 
a bass cut at 80Hz or 40Hz; another 
brings in 5dB and 10dB pads.

The mic comes with a soft-zipped 
pouch and just a mic clip, rather 
than a full-blown suspension cradle, 
which is an optional extra at £59.

On the stand
While a suspension cradle would 
be the ideal mounting method to 
isolate the mic from shock, the mic 
clip is practical. The mic sits fi rmly 
in the clip once the knurled metal 
tightening ring at the base of 

DETAILS

RODE NT2-A
MULTI-
PATTERN 
CONDENSER
PRICE £269

CONTACT
Tel: 0208 9625000 
Web: www.rodemicrophones.
com

TECH SPEC
Frequency Response: 20Hz-
20KHz 
Sensitivity: 36dB re 1 Volt/
Pascal  (16mV @ 94 dB 
SPL) ± 2dB 
Polar Pattern: Multi-Cardioid, 
Omni, Figure-of-8
Output Impedance: 200 
Ohms 
Equivalent Noise Level: 7dBA 
SPL 
Max SPL: 147dB (@1% 
THD into 1 kOhm), 157dB 
with pad at 10 dB
Dynamic Range: 140dB
S/N 87dB
Power Requirement: 48V 
phantom power
Connector: XLR
Weight: 0.7kg
Size: 205 x 50mm

The Aussie big seller gets a revamp inside and 
out. Trevor Curwen takes it for a Rode test…

Rode NT2-A

VERDICT RODE NT2-A
BUILD QUALITY

❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚
VALUE FOR MONEY

❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚
EASE OF USE

❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚
VERSATILITY

❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚
QUALITY OF RESULTS

❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚
 2 4 6 8 10

A condenser with a ‘swiss army 
knife’ versatility, suitable for all 
sorts of recording tasks.

Two of the new 
NT2 mics…

CONDENSER 
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VERDICT MXL 992 MkII
BUILD QUALITY

❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚
VALUE FOR MONEY

❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚
EASE OF USE

❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚
VERSATILITY

❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚
QUALITY OF RESULTS

❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚
 2 4 6 8 10

A budget cardioid-only 
condenser that is well suited 
for vocal recording 

needed with sibilant voices, however, 
if they are not to be pushed a little 
further round the S bend. 

The 992 also does well on 
recording acoustic guitars – the 
silkiness of the strings coming 
through clearly – and has no 
problem with the transients of a live 
snare. Overall, this is a mic with a 
detailed, bright (but not harsh 
sound) that performs far better than 
its price would suggest.

Conclusion
The niche that the budget cardioid 
condenser occupies in the market is 
getting increasingly crowded with a 
whole bunch of (mainly Chinese-
manufactured) mics from a host of 
companies, all vying for your custom. 
If you are looking for a low-cost mic 
to record vocals, the MXL may just 
look like another ‘me-too’ mic to add 
to the list, but it’s one that will give 
you a clear and bright vocal sound 
that will cut through the mix. FM

one for a 10dB pad and the other to 
bring in a high pass fi lter for rolling 
off the bass at 6dB/octave below 
150Hz – a higher frequency than 
most mics. Under the grille 
sits a 25mm gold-sputtered 
diaphragm that picks up sound 
in a fi xed cardioid pattern.

One two
The fi rst thing to note about the MXL 
is that the suspension mount is a 
simple spring-loaded design that 
holds the mic in place, so it’s easy to 
get the mic in and rotate it through 
360 degrees. On the downside, a lot 
of fi nger pressure is necessary to 
turn the tightening device suffi ciently 
to get the mount to sit at the required 
angle to a mic stand, and as the 992 
is a heavy mic, it could easily droop 
if this is not done. You shouldn’t 
have to resort to using pliers, but 
it is tough on the fi ngers. 

Most users will be buying this 
mic to use it for vocals, and it does 
a very decent job of recording 
them, with plenty of breathiness 
and top end clarity. In the overall 
tonal balance, any thickness and 
warmth in the lower reaches of 
the voice may seem a little 
subdued in comparison to the 
top end, as the mic actually 
places a lot of emphasis on the 
brightness of vocals, with pplot 
above the 6kHz mark, which 
rises to a peak around 12kHz. 
For most voices, this gives 
plenty of top-end presence 
without any need to reach 
for the EQ to add a helping 
hand. Care might be 

M XL MICROPHONES 
FROM Marshall 
Electronics may not yet 
have as high a profi le in 

the UK as they do in the US, but 
now that distribution over here is 
being handled by Yamaha, they’re 
making their presence felt. The 992 
is one of the MXL 900 range of six 
mics, a large diaphragm condenser 
with a budget price tag attached.

The mic comes with a 
suspension cradle and an 
aluminium-fi nish foam-lined attaché 
case to hold them. While the case 
feels a little fl imsy and the foam slots 
are ill-fi tting, it does its job, and 
should supply adequate protection 
and storage.

The mic itself is a rather large 
cylindrical affair that’s solidly built 
and sports a pair of switches – 

Need a large diaphragm condenser for vocals? Trevor 
Curwen fi nds out how the MXL performs…

MXL 992 MkII
CONDENSER 

DETAILS

MXL-992
PRICE £129

CONTACT
Yamaha UK 
Tel: 01908 366700
Web: www.mxlmics.com

TECH SPEC
Frequency Response: 25Hz-
20KHz 
Sensitivity: 15mV/pa
Polar Pattern: Cardioid
Output Impedance: 200 Ohms 
Equivalent Noise Level: 10dB
Max SPL: 130dB, 140dB 
with pad
S/N: 80dB
Power Requirement: 48V 
phantom power
Connector: XLR
Weight: 0.6kg (mic), 1.7kg 
(case/contents)
Size: 220 x 55mm

Looks like a ‘me 
too’ but cuts through 
well…
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